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Indon quake death toll rises 
past 5,400; aid workers arrive 
from around the world 
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Nadal sets 
clay court 
record 


Too lazy to exercise? 
‘Try cordiess jump-rope 


By Seth Borenstein 
AP Science Writer 


WASHINGTON—IF YOU 
think keeping fit is merely 
mind over matter, Lester 
Clancy has an invention. 
for you—a cordless 
jump-rope. 


GMA orders rehabilitation 
of endangered buildings 


By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Tina G. Santos 


THE NATIONAL DISASTER COORDINATING COUN- 
cil (NDCC) has been ordered by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to supervise the repair and rehabilitation 
‘of 60 buildings, mostly schools, in Metro Manila. 
which are in danger of sustaining life-threatening 
damage should a major earthquake strike 
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Stop killers, GMA urged 


Amnesty 
Int'l suspects 
vigilantes 
behind slays 


By Norman Bordadora, 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 
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AFP chief 

a no-show at 
Senate probe, 
cites EO 464 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
and Juliet Labog-Javellana 


THREE MILITARY AND TWO 
police officials, including Armed 
Forces of the Philippines Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga, 
snubbed a Senate inquiry into the 
May 22 arrest and alleged torture 
of five supporters of ousted Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada by invoking 
Executive Order No. 464. 

The joint investigation by the 
Senate committees on national 
defense and security and on jus- 
tice and human rights was only 
one of the inquiries snubbed by 
military and executive branch of- 
ficials since the Supreme Court 
declared portions of EO 464, 
which bars government officials 
from attending congressional 
hearings without President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's consent, un- 
constitutional 
=ъбеп. Jinggoy Estrada, who has 
taken up the cudgels for his fa- 
ther's supporters and whose priv- 
ilege speech had prompted yes- 
terdays inquiry, said the invited 
officials should not be allowed to 
hide behind EO 464. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said 
there was no justification for 
Malacafiang’s refusal to allow the 
military officers to be present. 

“What is the national security 

AFPCHIEF/ AG 


AMNESTY INTERNA- 
tional has urged Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo 
to disband any groups 
found responsible for 
the murder of hundreds 
of left-wing activists 
and journalists in the 
country. 


The London-based human 
rights watchdog yesterday said 
Ms Arroyo must make “a public 
statement to make it crystal clear 
to all—including the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP), 
the Philippine National Police 
and other security forces—that 
involvement in such killings will 
not be tolerated and that she will 
do everything in her power to 
combat impunity.” 

Malacafiang earlier branded as 
unfair the entry on the Philip- 
pines in Al's world report for 
2006, which pointed to a pattern 
of impunity in the unsolved 
killings in the country. 

AIR nevertheless, lauded Ms Ar- 
royo's call for an end to the killings 
but said the administration had yet 
то deliver the message that those 
crimes committed by state agents 
should not go unpunished. 

Al said it had received reports 


STRANGERS IN THE NIGHT. Victims line the roads in the quake-stricken Indonesian city of Yogyakarta hoping to receive money from 
motorists and other strangers. Three days after the 6.3-magnitude temblor hit, many of the homeless still live out in the open even during a 
torrential downpour. The death toll has soared past 5,000. (Story in The World, Page A24.) 


Military intel agent held in Sotero Llamas killing 


By Job B. Belen 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


т 


last Monday. 

Police officers looking into the 
ambush-killing of Llamas have 
taken into custody this visitor 
who is connected to military in- 
telligence. 


Supt. Renato Bataller, city police 
chief, identified the man as Воуа 
Martirez, 56, of Barangay Divino 
Rostro here, from a police artists 
sketch. 

Llamas, 55, a former leader of 


the New People's Army (NPA) in 
Bicol, was riding ina van when he 
was shot and killed by two men 
on a motorcycle here on Monday. 
He was the 224th leftist leader to 

MILITARY! A6 


Heritage disaster: Native craftsmen create icons not their own 


“TABACO CITY—SOTERO LLAMAS 
had cried before a man who visited 
him nine days before he was killed 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


LIKE THE DEMOLITION OF OUR НЕ 
itage structures, the degradation of our en- 
vironment and the ransacking of our natu- 
ral resources, our native culture is being 
transformed—slowly and impercepti- 
bly—for the worse 

gb From north to south, from east to west 


OUTBURST: 
Ms Arroyo 
disagrees with 
the classroom 
shortage 
figures cited by 
acting DepEd 
Secretary Fe 
Hidalgo (left), 
and shows: 
Later, Hidalgo 

j saysshe made 

{ anerror. 


Gloria loses 
temper with 
DepEd head 


By Christine О, Avendano 


WITH THE CABINET AND MEDIA PRE- 
sent, President Macapagal-Arroyo yester- 
day flashed her temper at acting Education 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo who made a presen- 
tation on the classroom shortage in the 
public schools. 
Hidalgo was supposed to report to the. 
President and the Cabinet on preparations 
1 being taken by the Department of Educa- 
tion (DepEd) for the resumption of classes 
а next week, E 


of the archipelago, an irreversible damage. 
is being wreaked upon ethnic arts and 
crafts. Contact between locals and out- 
siders naturally makes р 
alien, if not inimical, ele- | 
ments seep into the native Ч 
culture till it develops a monstrous hybrid. 
A notorious example is that Man in the 
Barrel figurine that rears its head in all 


$ 
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ment had already implemented measures 
to meet the classroom shortage. 

Ms Arroyo reminded Hidalgo that last 
year, they agreed that the pupil-classroom. 
ratio be pegged at 100 to 1 and to imple- 
menta two-shift policy. 

‘The two-shift policy involves splitting up 
a large class, say 100 students, into two, so 
50 could attend either morning or after- 
noon classes. Я 

“Maybe we should identify ‘specifically 
where the shortage is supposed to be and 


let us check if irs 100 15 to 1... because ei- 


Hidalgo said the classroom shortage бай, ther our original datas raw or this one is 


А reached 6,832, prompting Ms Arroyo t6 
ng Quen he figuro побоев gover, у, 
ay NA 


+ Fayyifbut] it cannot be both because the 
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souvenir shops in the Cordillera. 
One time in a wooderaft shop at View- 
point in Banaue, we were surprised to find 
seg among the бшш a 
ЗАД pnewood figurine of what 
looked like an Indonesian 
demon. The craftsman's wife said a trader 
had placed the order for the carved items, 
which he would sell in Bali where they 


were popular with tourists. 

Like many of our export products, such 
handicraft are marketed as being made in 
the respective countries where theyre 
sold. But theyre actually made here, 
where labor is cheap, and the buyer is 
guaranteed fine craftsmanship and first- 
class hardwood. 
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VIP welcome 
for 1st Pinoys 
on Mt. Everest 


By Nikko Dizon 


NOT EVEN THE CLAIM OF ANOTHER MOUN- 
taineer that he was the first Filipino to reach the 


summit of Mt. Everest dampened the ar 


terday of Leo Oracion and Erwin Emata. 
x Phil 
ЕЁ), are the ac- 


The two men, members of th 
Mt. Everest Expedition (I 


val yes- 


pine 


knowledged first and second Filipinos, respe 
tively, to set foot on the peak of the world's 


tallest mountain on May 17 and 18. 


Both wearing colorful native hats from Nepal, 
Oracion and Emata happily waved at their well- 
wishers after arriving on Philippine Airlines 


flight 731 shortly after 6 p.m. 


They were accompanied by FPMEE head Art 


Valdez, 


Ted Esguerra and other members of 


the expedition who served as their support team 


at Everest Base Camp. 


‘Together with Valdez, Oracion and Emata dis- 
missed the claim of Dale Abenojar that he was 


the first Filipino on Everest. 


“Tm not worried about the photo that I saw in 
the [Philippine Star],” Oracion said at a press 
conference held at the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 


tional Airport Centennial Terminal 2. 


“(The background] was so different from what I 
зам, It must have been a different summit," he said, 


Emata expressed doubt that Abenojar had 
VIP WELCOME А!0 


of paramilitary groups, operating 
outside the AFP but with ties to 
some military officers, carrying 
out extrajudicial killings. 

“Forces operating outside the 
chain of command but with the ac- 
quiescence of any official should be 
immediately prohibited,” AI Philip 

‘STOP KILLERS/ AS 


SUMMITEERS Leo Oracion and Erwin Emata are back to a winners 
welcome prepared by ABS-CBN, main sponsor behind their triumph. 
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oria accepts Pat's resign 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, Jerome Aning and Michael Lim Ubac post longer than any other member post, but our workers can restas- bor, faulted her for policies фас helped employers and capitalists 
Of Ms Апоуоз Cabinet, having sured that thorewil bea continu; violated worker rights, such as abuse, exploit and kick out of em- 
z E _ served as labor secretary for five ity of the professionalism, social the DOLES assumption of juris- ployment.” 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS AC- yor and fve monds conscience and team spirit that diction over strikes to break them... Beltran had frequently clashed 
cepted Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas's res- ` Bunye said the President had Secretary Sto. Tomas built in the... up and the insufficient increases with Sto. Tomas over wage in- 
ignation but only after a successor shall have been asked Sto. Tomas to suy on unti labor department,"Bunyesaid, in the minimum wage. creases, strikes and other labor Is- 
she had decided ona successor. Militant labor groups dis “Pat Sto. Tomas will not be sues. 
chosen and her move to a new government post ^ “The Presidenttold herthather agreed. missed... How can one miss ala- “If she think she's stressed out, 
finalized. services were needed, particularly “She never listens to workers, bor secretary who herself has we can only imagine the state of 
at this time when the country is what she only hears are the argu- been accused of committing un- health, mind and welfare of the 
Even before official word ofthe wants to ease up from her very reeling from the ill effects of rising ments of the capitalists,” Kilusang “fair labor practices, violating the workers whose rights she had vio- 
Presidents acceptance of Sto. stressful workload,” Press Secre- world oil prices,” said Bunye. Mayo Uno (KMU) spokesperson constitutional rights of govern- lated by signing all those various 
отта" resignation had gotten out, tary Ignacio Bunye said inastate- Не lauded Sto. Tomas for hav- Prestoline Suyat said. “Even ifshe ment employees to self-organiza- memoranda, department orders 
"militant labor groups were already ment, “In fairness to everyone, ing the lowest incidence of resigns, we will not forget and by directly intervening inthe and case decisions,” he said in a 
‘celebrating her imminent departure especially to the secretary herself, strikes in the country’s h wili not forgive her that easily” affairs of DOLE employees, statement.” 
and, in contrast to the glowing letusnotstartto paint politics be- during her term. The federation said it held Sto. union-busting, and grave abuse Beltran, author of a House bill 
‘praise from the Palace, they were hind this resignation. It isa com- "Тһе President and the entire Tomas accountable for “various of authority?” said Anakpawis seeking a P125-across-the-board 
‘scathing in their remarks. pletely normal phenomenon.” Cabinet are deeply grateful for crimes against the Filipino work- Rep. Crispin Beltran, a former hike in private workers’ salaries, 
. "President Arroyo has dis- — Bunyesaid Sto. Tomashad asked Secretary Sto. Tomass remark. ers,” including the unsolved KMU leader. said that under her watch, the la- 
‘cussed this matter with Secretary to be relieved of her post as early аѕ able professionalism and sense of killings of labor leaders. Beltran said Sto. Tomas'sresig- bor department had become 
Sto. Tomas, who holds a long December 2004 due to stress and national duty. It would be diffi Joshua Mata, secretary general mation wasa“gifttothe hundreds “even more antiworker and an- 
Sterling record of service just fatigue. She has stayed in the same cult to fill her shoes in the labor ofthe Alliance of Progressive La- of thousands of workers she tipoor.” 


Miriam says she might “do a Pat” | Paras bolts minority 


dk ck ы 
By juliet Labog-Javellana fered a “relapse.” She was ab- had predicted the Senate could from resigning, saying she was but won t join majority 
sent from the Senate yester- be abolished by July if the a*jewelinthe Cabinet and the 
CITING STRESS AND THE DE- day. Supreme Court allows the con- country's finest technocrat to. | SAYINGHEWANTEDTO BEA independent member of the 
mands of motherhood, Sen. While on sick leave, however,  vening of a constituent assembly day" “Voice in the wilderness,” Rep. (opposition) 
MiwümefensorSantiagoyes: Santiago joined President Arroyo to amend the Constitution where She said she was convinced | Jacinto Paras of Negros Обет Paras, a stalwart of the La- + 
Wider ra she might ede s inher four-day tatevisitio Saudi the Senate and the House ноша Sto. Tomas needed a stres-free | tal yesterday announced he banng Demokratikong Pilipino 
Pat" and resign or at least take Arabia last month. vote jointly workplace afterlearning thatshe, | was bolting the minority coali- headed by Sen. Edgardo An- 
a break from the Senate Santiago said that like her Santiago likened her situation too, had to send her siblings | tion in the House of Represen- gara, said he had to leave the 
"A statement from Santiago's friend, Sto. Tomas, she "would to Sto. Tomas, saying they were through college. abo Ру since ic had taken а 
oe the could be "dug a NG to take a break and write,” both working mothers. She has "Working mothers just get | Paras cted his pro-Charter formal stand against constitu- 
Pat refering to Labor Secretary even if she had already authored four young adopted children tuckered ош. Government | change sand and his “diffe tional reforms. 
Patricia Sto. Tomas whose resig- 30 college textbooks ‘while Sto. Tomas lives with her should consider a one-year sab- | ences- with House Minority Lead- Неѕаіа he fully supports ће 
nation from the Cabinet hasbeen “Santiago said she is consid- three grandchildren, batical for working mothers who | er Francis Escudero as reasons for planned shift to а parliamen- 
On by Presiden Macapa ering resigning from the Sen. "А working mother needs a have served at least a decade in | his берапше, a move which tar system being spearheaded 
gal-Arroyo. (See topstory on this ate where her term [will end wife of her own," Santiago publicservice, she said ould have the ramifications on by Speaker Jose de Venecia, 
page) in] 2010. But she said she will said Santiago said that although | the soomsobe-fied impeachment - even calling on opposition law- 
D отеле said Santia- at least wait for the Charter Shesaidtheyboth recently suf- the Senate calendar provided for | complaint against President makers “to also consider sup 
жо who had just retumed from change issue го be resolved fered family loses: She the death regular breaks, it only meant that | MacapagakArroyo. porting the Charter change ini 
а and, їп the event, for a new of her youngest son and Sto, there were no sessions but the | “fm not joining the majori tative without necessarily giv 
hypertension, was forced to Charter to be putin place,” ће Tomas her husband. senators had todo their paper- | ty said Parasara hastilycalled ing up the option of impeach- 
rush home from the Senate оп statement said Santiago revealed that she workand make relentless public | press conference. “I will bean ment” Michael Lim Ubac 
Monday evening after she suf. The administration senior tried to dissuade Sto. Tomas appearances.” 
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Japanese 
firms to get 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


THE GOVERNMENT PROMISED ON 
Tuesday to reimburse private contractors 
from Japan who were erroneously taxed 
for Japanese-funded projects—a prob- 
lem that forced Tokyo to suspend sup- 
port for several other projects in the 
Philippines, officials said. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya 
said the government had repaid about 
85 percent of the P458 million in val- 
we-added taxes (VAT) erroneously 
charged the Japanese contractors, 


and that the rest would be paid by Ju- 
ly when Tokyo and Manila celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of their diplo- 
matic ties. 

The taxes should have been shoul- 
dered by the Philippine government 
but were paid by the Japanese contrac- 
tors, who then demanded reimburse- 
ment from Manila and Tokyo, said Kat- 
sumi Yoshida, deputy Manila represen- 
tative of the Japan International Coop- 
eration Agency which oversees Tokyo- 


^ 


funded projects. 

The value-added taxes were levied be- 
tween five and кеу infrastructure and 
health improvement projects underta- 
ken since 2004, Yoshida said 

The issue “became a serious con- 
cern between the Philippine and 
Japanese governments, resulting in 
the suspension of the processing of 
projects,” Andaya said in a state- 
ment. 

Andaya said the Philippine govern- 


E 


Г: 
ment would be able to pay the Japanese 
contractors back as soon as Congress ap- 
proved the 2006 budget. 

The House of Representatives had 
failed to quickly pass the national 
budget, partly because of its preoccu- 
pation with impeaching bids against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo last 
year. 

Japan is among the Philippines 
largest providers of development grants 
and loans. 
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Nestle 
utrition 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DIABETES, 
FINALLY A TASTY SNACK THAT 
HELPS CONTROL SUGAR LEVELS TOO. 


NUTREN BALANCE HAS BEEN CLINICALLY PROVEN TO: 


Y CONTROL YOUR BLOOD GLUCOSE' 
Y LOWER YOUR CHOLESTEROL" 


Y HELP DELAY HUNGER BECAUSE 
YOU FEEL FULL AND SATISFIED" 
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*ellulite 


Not all dimples are worth smiling about.;, 


be available for ”, 

burning. Radio 

frequency then ', 

ensures that the 

infrared is focused on 

the fat problem. Lastly, " 

the suction helps to 

contour the body, resulting 

to smoother, shapelier curves. “iy 
Velasmooth is proven to give 
remarkable results with an average $, 
reduction in the following areas: Thighs “4, 
- 4.18 cm., Abdomen-Waist - 5.73 cm., 
Hips — 5.86 cm., Braline — 4.4 cm., Calves 
= 2.2 cm., and Upper arms - 1.4 cm. 


Nothing is more 
irritating than having 
misplaced dimples 
on your buttocks. 
So ugly to look at, 
this orange-peel-like 
flaw on your skin 
makes you feel 
awkward whenever 
you're wearing 
shorts, mini-skirts 
and swimsuits. We - 
call these lumps and 
bumps cellulite and, 

yes, it is hereditary. To date, nearly 90 percent of women are 
trapped with this dilemma - young or old, slim or fat. Unfortunately, 
по amount of diet, exercise and even liposuction could free you 
from those pesky fats. Over-the-counter drugs, creams and gels 
have all been used and have shown little or no effect at all. 


CALL THE INQUIRER SUBSC 


Every Velasmooth program at Marie France ty 
is personalized as body fat problems vary from one $, 
woman to another. After a series of this 30-minute 
relaxing treatment, cellulite-ridden areas are guaranteed +: 
to smoothen out, further enhancing fat metabolism, which 
leads to the formation of a visibly sexier body. It can also "? 
be used if a client has loose skin that needs to be tightened, “%, 4 
as a result of sudden weight-and-inch loss. 


But just when we thought we have exhausted all possible 
solutions, Marie France offers the most raved about cellulite 
buster in the US today — Velasmooth. Velasmooth is a non- 
invasive slimming treatment that uses Electro-Optical Synergy 
(ELOS) technology, which combines infrared light and radio 
frequency together with skin contouring action to improve your 
body shape and get rid of unsightly stubborn fat such as cellulite. 


Finally breaking new grounds in the battle against cellulite, 
Velasmooth succeeds where all other products have failed, Don’t fis ` 
your chance and let another sexy mini skirt pass ЕЕ 894-BODY 
Velasmooth works by increasing circulation through infrared 2639) and get a Velasmooth program NOW. z 
light in the treated areas so that the energy stored in fat would а 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
E-mall Address: Iomboxito.gov.ph * Website: wwwrllo gov.ph 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines 


PROCUREMENT OF TWO-WAY RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
The Land Transporation Oe, through Fund 151 (MVUC) intends аргу he sum 
ar we Mon Nina Hundred Thirty Pour Thousand Three Hundred Sean Pesos. 
БТЗ 816.00) vong tne Approved Budget for he Contract (ABC) of payment or 
aaa ost wey постити equpment Bicsrecevedinecess | 
lie ABC shall Бе automaticaly rejected at Bid opening 

and Transporation Otice now nva Bids rom ele Bidders for the ems. 
чи be indicated Inthe approved Coniract Tha 


ее Brader a contained in Зесйоп If he Bidding Document, 


fr. 

Bidding wil be conducted hough open compete dáng procedures using non- 
того боди о inpemening ules and Васко 
Pan AIARA) of Republic Aci 9164, otnerwiza known as the “Government 
Pert etort Rom Aet andis resrlad i просила proprieiorships: 
о win atlas шу porce 

a а of ie Роботов and i izers or organzalons ofa county | 
от gran aimma пулы or prvteges о Бирин ctzens. | 
Аа (K A 5183) and subject о CommorweaihAct 138 Ё 
TRAE, Oriy cs irom Bidders who pass е ergo checi wi be opened The 
ну check а escrbea i Section Io In Bidding Documents, 
Тн Gadon wih o Lowest Салмо Bid (LCB) shal advance iho post- 
чайып stage morderiofnatydetemine responsiveness o ns bid lo lechnical 
arancia Tenenan cf e projec! The сопа! sral en Бе awarded lo e. 
Pba ang RosporaNe Bidder (LCRS) who was delermined es such 


[| алто ine posrguaiticaton procedure. 


\ 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Sub-Commiliee and 
Inspect he Bidding Documents at ine address given below from 8:00 am. io 5:00 
рт 


‘Php 10000 09, ре formar cash: 

y he prospective Brader o v authorized represenalive 

The Land Transportalon Office wil hold а Pre-Bid Conference open to al interested 
{parios on June 8. 2006 (200 p.m. atia LTO-Library, Eas Avenue, Quezon Cy. 
Bids and oig requirements must be delivered othe address below onorbetowe | 
Vine 21. 2006 at 200 p.m. ALIS must bo accompanied by a Ве securty inenyof | 
iha folowing form 


Form of Security Winimam Amount in % of 
"Approved Budget for the 


Contract io be Bid 


(60%) mterestoroutslanding сара! ой | | 
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House proposes wage 
hike of P80-P100/day 


AA 


Corrections 


IN THE MAY 22 ISSUE, a story on Page 
A2—"US ship docks in RP on mission of 
mercy"—misstated the rank of a Fil- 
ipino-American officer aboard the US 
military hospital ship that arrived in 
Mindanao. Fil-Am Henry Villareal is a 
commander—not commodore—of the 
USNS Mercy. 
IN THE MAY 25 ISSUE, the front-page 
banner story—AFP admits: We seized 
Erap men"—misspelled the name of the 
national security adviser. The name is 
Norberto Gonzales—not Gonzalez. 
IN THE MAY 26 ISSUE, the banner sto- 
ry—"Erap 5 free on DOJ order"—and а 
caption on the front page misspelled the 
name of one of deposed President 
Joseph Estrada's supporters who had 
been detained by law enforcers. The cor- 
rect spelling of the name of Estrada's 
supporter is Dennis Ebona—not Ibuna 
or Ibona. The same caption also mis- 
spelled the name of another member of 
the so-called “Erap 5.” The correct 
spelling of the supporter's name is Jim 
Cabauatan--not Cabuautan. 
INYESTERDAYS ISSUE, the caption ofa 
front-page photo misstated the name of 
the lawyer who accompanied the leftist 
leaders facing rebellion charges in a 
Makati court. The counsel's name is 
Romeo—not Romulo--Capulong. 
Readers may send their requests for correc- 
Pe te mU C 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, POI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94: e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 


T. Gash, соло check, 
Gasivori check, manager's 
check, bank arator 
revocable leer of codi 
2. Bank guarantee 

3, Surety Bond 


One percont (1%) 


‘One ang a hal percent (14) | 
Two and ahal! 
Percent (24%) 


Gre hundred porcent (100%) 


7 Foregngoverment 
guarentee | 


Late Bids shali not be adcoplod. 

Bid opening shalt be on June 21, 2006 а! 200 p m. at LTO-Ubrary, East Avenue 
Quezon Ciy. ics wil be opened in ne presence ofthe Bidder s representatvec 
‘who choose o atland at ihe address below 
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By Michael Lim Ubac 


‘THE MAJORITY IN THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
sentatives reached a consensus yesterday to 
raise the wages of private employees and 
workers by as much P100 a day. 

Rep. Roseller Barinaga of Zamboanga del 
Norte, chair of the House committee on labor 
and employment, told reporters that a daily 
PB0-across-the-board increase would be en- 
dorsed to the chamber. 

Realistic 

“That's realistic because employers can 
afford it,” said Barinaga, who expects the 
plenary to pass the wage proposal before 
Congress adjourns on June 10 

He also pointed to several non-wage 
benefits proposed by Tarlac Rep. Jesli La- 
pus, chair of the committee on ways and 
means. 

Both Lapus and House Majority Leader 
Prospero Nograles said the majority could 
support as much as P100. 

Barinaga said Congress may not be able to 
give the full amount of P125 as proposed by 
Rep. Crispin Beltran of Anakpawis, principal 
author of House Bill No. 0345. 

“But to compensate for the (discrepan- 
су), workers will be given bigger tax bene- 
fits. This will serve as government's con 
tribution to the wage hike issue, if enact- 
ed," said Barinaga. 

Barinaga brushed aside the warning on Mon- 
day by the Employers Confederation of the Philip- 
pines (ECOP) that a legislated wage increase 
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would be “anti-development” and send business- 
esreeling from a "double whammy.” 

“Mass layoffs and business closures are al- 
ways being used as scare tactics every time 
the wage hike issue comes up but we never 
saw these grim scenarios eventually happen- 
ing in the past," he said. 

Lapus said the passage on third reading 
Monday night of the bill restructuring the in- 
dividual income tax, which would exempt 
minimum wage earners from paying income 
tax, could translate to P30 per day of savings. 

"That will cost government some P3 billion. 
in lost revenue per year,” said Lapus. "But the 
House is duty-bound to promote the interest 
of workers who are instrumental in the coun- 
суз development. Workers serve as the en- 
gine of businesses,” he added. 


Tax exempt 

Under the bill, Lapus said minimum wage 
earners would be exempted from paying in- 
come tax. For those earning more, the initial 
P55,000 of their salaries would be tax ex- 
empt. Personal exemptions would also be in- 
creased by 50 percent. 

A legislated wage increase is being pushed 
in the House due to the unabated increases in 
the price of commodities which have eroded 
the peso's value and consequently diminished 
the value of workers’ wages. 

‘As of March 2006, the purchasing power of 
Filipino consumers had slid to only 73 cen- 
tavos per peso, reducing the P325 highest 
minimum wage to a meager P233.48 in real 
cost, House economic data showed 
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Philippines comply with the regulation and are type-approved by NTC. 
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of Rapu-Rapu mining “- 


By Norman Bordadora 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY ANGELO REYES 
is to meet today with local government offi 
cials, officers of an Australian mining conipany 
and members of a committee headed by à Ro: 
man Catholic bishop that had recammended 
shutting down the company’s operations on 
Albay's Rapu-Rapu island permanently 

“The discussions and outputs of the forum 
vill provide the department with a better ap- 
preciation of the issues to guide the DENR in 
making a ruling,” Reyes said of the meeting, 
to be held this afternoon at the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City. 

Reyes has just returned from a visit to Ra- 
pu-Rapu to “validate” the recommendations 
of the Rapu-Rapu Fact-Finding Commission 
and get feedback from the communities af- 
fected by toxic spills from Lafayette Philip- 
pines Inc.'s facilities in October last year. 

‘The commission, headed by Sorsogon Bishop 
‘Arturo Bastes, said in its report nearly two weeks 
ago that the spills had contaminated coastal areas 
with mercury and other toxic chemicals, dimin- 
ishing local fishermen’s catch and causing skin 
diseases among some of the residents. It recom- 
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Meet to tackle future 


mended the озше of Lafayette, a permanent 
ban on mining on the island and a review of the 
country’s mining laws. 


Pe OO 
dos? ) (its MORE CHANCES TO WIN!!! 
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"The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines and = 


other groups criticized the report as being biased 
and based on hearsay rather than on scientifical- 
ly established facts. It said also that the effects of 
the spills ad been “overly dramatized.” 
Malacafiang, which created the commission, 
has expressed strong reservations about the 
‘commission's recommendations, saying the gov- 
emment was bound to implement the country's 
mining laws to ensure economic development. 
Aside from Bastes, also expected to attend 
this afternoon's meeting is former forester 


e 


Greg Tabuena, a member of the commission | 


who dissented from its findings. 
*1 do not agree with the recommendation on 
the issuance of a moratorium on mining on Ra- 


ро Вари. As previously sated, there sno factual}, 


or scientific basis for the findings of the commis- 
sion,” Tabuena said ina separate report. 

Also to attend the meeting in addition to DENR 
scientists and Lafayette officials are local officials 
from Rapu-Rapu and other affected communities. 

Та calling for the meeting, Reyes said that 
mining had proven to be the “bridge to а pros- 
perous future" in many countries. 
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MALACANANG YESTERDAY REMINDED 
senators that Executive Order 464 was still 
in effect even after the Supreme Court had 
deemed portions of it unconstitutional. 

“I's just a procedural matter. Is not real- 
ly a matter of failing to respond to the in- 
quiries. EO 464 is still in effect,” Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita told reporters in 
explaining the absence of military and po- 
lice officials from the Senate inquiry. 

Ermita also said the authorities got their in- 
vitation to the inquiry only on Monday. 

“We should also give a chance for the re- 
source persons invited to be [informed of] the 
nature ofthe inquiry and the probable questions 
or things to be deared, and to get the permit 
from the OP (Office of the President)" he said. 

‘Under EO 464, all Cabinet officials, govem- 
ment executives and military and police officers 
are required to get the Presidents approval be- 
fore appearing at any Congress inquiry. 

‘The Supreme Court, however, has ruled 
that the EO unduly hampered Congress’ role 


Palace: EO 464 still in effect 


as a countercheck to Malacafiang’s actions. 
Its ruling is on appeal. 

The Philippine National Police also in- 
voked the fact that the high courts junking 
of EO 464 was not yet final. 

“Up to now the decision of the Supreme 
Court has not ripened into a final and execu- 
tory decision because the Office of the Solic- 
itor General has filed a motion for reconsid- 
eration,” said PNP spokesperson St. Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao. 

“So at this point, the government can still 
invoke EO 464,” he said. 

Pagdilao also said one of those invited to 
the Senate inquiry, Director Jesus Versoza, 
chief of the PNP Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group, had obtained “clearance” 
from Malacafiang to go to the House of Rep- 
resentatives for another hearing. 

Versoza was scheduled to appear at the 
House from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Pagdi 
lao said. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and Luige 
A. del Puerto 


Stop killers, GMA urged 


From page Al 
pines (AIP) said in a statement yesterday 

Jessica Soto, AIP executive director, said 
members of groups perpetrating extrajudicial 
executions should be brought to justice. 

Mei Orias, a media affairs officer of AIR 
told the Ingumer that the watchdog was 
preparing a report on extrajudicial killings, 
including cases in which vigilantes allied with 
some personalities їп the AFP were involved. 

‘The Philippine human rights group Karap- 
atan said it had documented the killings of 73 
Jeftist activists by suspected government forces 
or their agents so far this year, and 152 in 2005. 

More than 140 left-wing activists have been 
abducted and remain missing since Ms Arroyo 
took office in 2001, and almost 600 have been 
killed during the same period, it said. 

At least 79 journalists have been killed 
since democracy was restored in 1986, ас- 
cording to the National Union of Journalists 
of the Philippines. 

‘The most recent killing was the ambush on 
Monday in Tabaco City of Sotero Llamas, a 
former communist rebel leader. (See story on 
Page Al.) 

The Arroyo administration has denied any 
involvement in the killings and abductions. 


Go extra mile 

Soto said the President “must also go the ex- 
tra mile to make it absolutely clear that this 
government will not shirk its responsibility to 
protect the individuals at risk—whether jour- 
nalists, leftist activists or suspected criminals. 

“Why are you allowing death squads to 
decimate the ranks of the legal Left?” Bayan 
Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo asked Ms Arroyo. 

“The killings have reached an alarming 
rate and even included Sotero Llamas who, 
like us party-list representatives, was also 
charged with rebellion,” Ocampo said. 


Speak out 

He said Ms Arroyo was allowing her forces to 
“get rid of us because it jibes with her self-serv- 
ing objective of silencing ... calls for her ouster, 
which the Left vigorously pursues.” 

Rep. Crispin Beltran of Anakpawis called 
оп the Catholic Church and other religious 
groups to speak out against ће killings. 

Rep. Risa Hontiveros, for her part, believed 


that the military “wishes to push the envelop 
further” by staging so-called "peace" rallies in 
rural areas in which effigies of left-leaning 
leaders are burned. 

‘She said such military-backed rallies were 
stoking an “irrational fear and hatred against 
all forms of dissent." 


Used as scapegoat 

А congressman came to the defense of the 
administration. 

“Government is being unfairly used as а 
scapegoat for the killings. We challenge accusers 
to bring their case to the legal forum and prove 
their charges instead of maligning govem- 
ment,” said Rep. Antonio Cuenco of Cebu City 

Malacafiang acknowledged that it would 
remain a suspect in the rash of killings unless 
authorities could present at least one of the 
perpetrators. 

“What we should do is go after the real 
masterminds of these killings. That's the only 
way to answer all these charges,” said Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor in an 
interview with the Inquirer. 

He said the government was not anticom- 
munist. "We encourage communism as well 
as socialism as a party just like those in Eu- 
rope. What we do not want is when they 
preach armed revolution,” said Defensor. 

Ata briefing with reporters, Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita said the government 
‘would rather keep mum on the killings. “The 
more we talk about it, the more it is being 
used for propaganda,” said Ermita. 

"They (communists) only want to protect 
their own interest by blaming everything оп 
the government because they think their posi- 
tion will become stronger.” he said. 


Third angle 

Ermita said the public should wait for the 
results of the probe of Task Force Usig and 
those of the military and intelligence commu- 
nity upon the directive of the President. Не 
earlier suggested that the killings were part of 
a purge by the communists. 

Task Force Usig of the PNP offered up a 
third angle in the killings 

А senior police official said investigators 
were vigorously looking into the possible in- 
volvement of а paramilitary organization 


Military intel agent held in Sotero 


From page Al 

be murdered since 2001 when President 
Macapagal-Arroyo assumed office, according 
to an Inquirer tally 

His friend and driver, Marciano Bitara Jr, 
was wounded. 

‘Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
spokesperson Gregorio "Ka Roger” Rosal yes- 
terday dismissed as “bloody intrigue” the mil- 
itary claim that the NPA was behind the 
killing of Llamas, who had spent nearly half 
his life in the revolutionary movement. 

On Monday, Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jr. 
chief of the Southern Luzon Command (Sol- 
com), claimed that an NPA hit squad was re- 
sponsible for the murder as part of a continu- 
ing purge of suspected spies and traitors in 
the rebel ranks. 


Fiesta visitor 

When she came to see her husband's body 
at Bercasio Funeral Homes on Monday, Ne- 
mia Llamas told the Ingumen that Llamas had 
cried before a man who came to their house in 
Barangay Guinobat during the fiesta celebra- 
tion on May 20. 

She said her husband later told her that the 
visitor was a certain Boya from the Isafp. 

Her husband welcomed the man and they 
had a discreet talk inside their house, according 
to Nemia. She said she then saw her husband 
crying and heard him tell the man in Filipino: 

“How are you, Boya? Why are you here? 
Even if you don't tell me, 1 know what you 
want. If you are after me, leave me alone be- 
cause Пећ a long time ago and | am now con- 
cerned about my family" 

Nemia described the visitor to investigators 
from the Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group (CIDG) in Bicol, An artists sketch 
led to Manirea's identification. 


Civilian contractor? 
Bataller said Martirez denied being con- 


d to Isafp and insisted that he was a 
civilian and small-time contractor in Manila, 

But the police officer said that Martirez 
admitted he visited Llamas during the baran- 
gay fiesta and that the former rebel cried in 
front of him because he was very drunk. 

Bataller appealed to witnesses to come out 
and help solve the killing. One witness had 
told investigators that he could not recall the 
faces of the assassins because the attack hap- 
pened so fast, he said. 

Llamas’ driver, Bitara, 56, said that just be- 
fore the ambush, he was told by Llamas to 
make a U-turn. While he was maneuvering 
the van, the assailants on a motorcycle sud- 
denly stopped and fired several times at Lla- 
mas, Bitara said. 

Police theorized that Llamas might have 
seen the gunmen and was avoiding them. 


Good relations 

їп a statement e-mailed to the INQUIRER, 
Rosal said the rebel movement had main- 
tained good relations with the victim even 
after he had left his comrades. 

"There was no enmity between Ka Teroy 
(Llamas) and the revolutionary movement. 
He had always remained a respected friend 
ofthe CPP-NPA-NDF and his contributions to 
the revolutionary cause were duly recog- 
nized and appreciated by the revolutionary 
forces," he said. 

Rosal accused Malacafiang and the AFP of 
masterminding the killing, He vowed that 
the NPA would punish the “military death 
squads” being directed by the Cabinet Over- 
sight Committee on Internal Security. 


Emergency state 

Cabuay claimed that Llamas was dis- 
owned by his former comrades when he ran 
for governor of Albay in the 2004 elections 
under the breakaway faction of the Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino (LDP) headed by 


е 


closely identified with former Sen. Gregorio 
"Gringo" Honasan. 

The first angle was the killings were a re- 
sult ofa purge within the Communist Party of 
the Philippines, according to Director Marce- 
lo Ele Jr, chief of the PNP Directorate for In- 
vestigation and Detective Management. 

The second angle was that the military and 
the police were behind the extrajudicial 
killings. 

‘The police based the third theory on the re 
covery of a black sweatshirt that the men who 
shot journalist Alberto Orsolino left behind 
during their escape in Caloocan City on May 
16. Ele said the sweatshirt bore the logo of the 
Philippine Guardians Brotherhood Inc, 
Honasan's faction of the group. 

But Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes 
dismissed the angle as just another ploy to 
draw attention away from the administra- 
tion. 


Police finally see pattern 

Some 224 dead activists later, the police 
are finally starting to see a “pattern” in the 
killings. 

"The pattern that we are referring to is 
based on the facts—that first, these killings 
could not be said to be individual or separate. 
‘That's the pattern that is beginning to develop 
in the investigations of Task Force Usig,” PNP 
spokesperson Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao 
said. 

His statement deviated from earlier pro- 
nouncements by task force officials that the 

ings were not “serialized.” 

Without directly saying it, officials also 
hinted that the killings were part of the moves 
to destabilize the administration. 


Use of motorcycles 

Although pieces of evidence were still being 
evaluated, this angle was being explored because 
the police said they "cannot say that these kilings 
suddenly came about without rhyme or reason." 

One glaring similarity in the killings was 
the use of motorcycles as getaway vehicles, 
according to the task force. 

Asa result, the police hierarchy has directed 
field commanders to set up checkpoints and to 
include motorcycles in inspections. With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac, AP and AFP 


Llamas killing 


presidential aspirant, Sen. Panfilo Lacson. 

Nemia recalled that when the President 
declared a state of national emergency in 
February, purportedly to break a Right-Left 
conspiracy to oust her, Lamas did not leave 
their house for fear of stalkers. 

though he did not tell me about his situ- 
ation, 1 could sense that he was conscious 
about his safety and had mentioned about 
men tailing him,” she said. 

‘According to Bitara, Llamas had also told 
him that he would rather be imprisoned than 
go back to the mountains. 

Llamas joined the NPA in 1971 while he 
was studying political science at Aquinas 
University in Legazpi City. He was then the 
chair of the local chapter of the Kabataang 
Makabayan. It was only in 1986 when he was 
able to see his family again during the 
Aquino administrations declaration of a 
ceasefire to pave the way for peace negotia- 
tions. 

He went underground anew when the 
peace process failed. He was wounded dur- 
ing an encounter with soldiers of the 2nd In- 
fantry Battalion and was captured in Baran- 
gay Lajong, Juban, Sorsogon, on Мау 25, 
1995. 

His release was one of the conditions set 
bythe CPP-led National Democratic Front for 
the resumption of peace talks with the gov- 
ernment. 

Llamas stayed in Manila in the late 1990s 
and resided in Tabaco from 2001 until his 
death. He was engaged in the buying and 
selling of scrap materials while his wife 
made pili candies. 

‘After he lost in the Albay gubernatorial 
race in 2004, he went full-time into the junk 
shop business. 

His remains lie at the Chinese Chapel in 
Barangay Tayhi, this city. With reports from 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr. and Marlon Ramos, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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AFP chief no-show ... 


From page Al 

[concern] for people who are vio- 
lating criminally the laws of this 
country? My God, they do not 
even know the meaning of 'rebel- 
lion.’ They must explain why they 
arrested these people,” Enrile 
said. 


Not really martial law 

Enrile suggested that Sen. Rodol- 
fo Biazon, defense committee chair 
who presided over the hearing, take 
up the matter “directly and courte 
ously” with Ms Arroyo herself 

“Considering that we are not 
under martial law, I think she will 
understand that ... she must al- 
low these people to appear and 
not hide under the so-called EO 
464 that has been thrown out by 
the Supreme Court,” Enrile said. 

He added: “But if they would 
insist on not appearing here, 1 
would suggest that we use the c 
ercive powers of the Senate to 
compel [their] appearance, and 
let us test the whole thing finally 
before the Supreme Court. 

“There must be some order of 
governance in this country. It can- 
not be like this." 

Only Commission on Human 
Rights Chair Purificacion 
Quisumbing and four of the five 
Estrada supporters Virgilio Eu- 
staquio, chair of the pro-Estrada 
Union of the Masses for Democra- 
cy and Justice, Jim Cabauatan, 
Dennis Ebona and РОЗ Jose Cura- 
‘meng—showed up atthe hearing. 

Biazon spoke with the fifth 
man, Ruben Dionisio, by phone. 
Dionisio is confined at an undis- 
closed hospital. 


All rights violated 
Dionisio told Biazon his doctor 
did not allow him to go to the 
Senate because of his condi- 
tion—three broken ribs and 
swollen lungs, ostensibly the re- 
sult of the torture he suffered. 
The four men recounted the 
circumstances of their arrest and 
reiterated details of the alleged 
mental torture inflicted on them. 
Quisumbing said the abduction 
of the five men violated practically 
all civil and political rights guaran- 
teed in the Constitution and inter- 
national human rights protocol. 
‘She said the Intelligence Service 
of the Armed Forces of the Philip 
pines (Isafp) agents who were in 
plain clothes clearly committed 
torture, illegal arrest, arbitrary de- 
tention and abuse of authority. 
“You can throw the book [at 
them,” she told the senators. 
“But what is significant about this 
[case] is that [it] was done in broad 
daylight.. f this thing can happen 
right here in the middle of Metro 
Manila to persons who obviously 
have certain influential friends, what 
about ordinary persons?" 


Pretrial probe 

But while Quisumbing and the 
senators were one in condemning 
the incident, they could not even 
get the names of the Isafp agents 
involved. 

Senga had ordered that the intel- 
ligence agents accused of the ilegal 
arrest and torture of the Estrada 
supporters be made to undergo a 
pretrial investigation in preparation 
of a possible court-martial, the AFP 
announced yesterday. 

Military spokespersons refused 
to name the Isafp officers and 
agents to be investigated, but in- 
siders said the probe would involve 
two officers and six enlisted per- 
sonnel of the Military intelligence 
Group 15 (MIG-15), the Isafp op- 
erational unit in Metro Manila. 

Senga's directive was an- 
nounced even as he and the other 
military officials snubbed the 
Senate inquiry. 

Tn a letter, Senga said he had to 
attend a previously scheduled 
meeting and he had designated 
Maj. Gen. Rodrigo Maclang, deputy 
chief of staff for intelligence, to rep- 
resent him “subject to approval by 
the President pursuant to EO 464." 

In another letter on the same 
дау, Senga said he had "request 
ed... clearance from the Presi- 
dent" to allow Maclang, as well as 
Isafp chief Commodore Leonardo 
Calderon and MIG-15 group 
commander Lt. Col. Henry Robin- 
son Jr to attend the hearing. 

"Rest assured that they will at- 
tend the said hearing once the re- 
quest is approved by the Presi- 
dent,” Senga said. 


Jago has no orders 

Col. Tristan Kison, chief of the 
AFP Public Information Office, 
said Senga gave the order for a 
preliminary investigation based 
оп the recommendation of Isafp 
chief Calderon. 

But the inquirer learned that the 
Judge Advocate Generals Office 
had yet to receive Senga's order, 
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Kison said the designated AFP 
spokesperson, Brig. Gen. Jose 
Honrado, would announce the 
names of the agents involved. 

Honrado, however, told re- 
porters: “Fm sorry Im not privi- 
leged to tell you the [names] at 
this point.” 

He said the Isafp operatives 
would be investigated for possi- 
ble violation of Article of War 96 
(conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman) and AW 97 
(conduct prejudicial to good or- 
der and military discipline). 

“The pretrial investigation will 
determine whether there is cul- 
pability or not, [whether] there is 
enough reason or evidence for 
the convening ofa court-martial,” 
Honrado said. 

Each step in a court-martial has 
to be approved by the AFP chief of 
staff—from the conduct of the pre- 
trial investigation to the actual tri- 
al, from the composition of the tri- 
bunal to approval of the verdict. 

Last week, Senga said the Isafp 
agents followed "proper proce- 
dures" in the arrest of the five men, 
‘who are accused of rebellion and 
of plotting to kill Ms Arroyo and 
certain members of her Cabinet. 

He also defended Kison for ini- 
tially denying that the five were 
in AFP custody. 


‘Lying through teeth’ 

Marie Hilao-Enriquez, secre- 
tary general of the human rights 
group Karapatan, scoffed at the 
announcement of a military in- 
vestigation. 

“Nothing has ever come out of 
their so-called investigations, No 
case has prospered against mi 
tary abuses. And they're even ly- 
ing through their teeth,” said En- 
riquez, whose family was among 
the thousands of victims of rights 
abuse during martial law. 

The СНЕ Quisumbing point- 
ed out that the arrest of the five 
men was done, not by the police 
which had the power to do so, but 
by the AFP 

“Torture is a terrible thing. Its 
bad enough when persons are not 
safe in their homes or even... when 
they are traveling,” she said. 


‘Culture of impunity’ 

Said Biazon: “This could send 
chills along the spines of our peo- 
ple if we allow our law enforcers 
todo this." 

Enrile described the arrests as 
brazen and in full violation of the 
law. 

Quisumbing said that it was on 
the moming of May 22, the same day 
the five men were arrested, that the 
CHR held a press conference to issue 
“a very strong statement holding the 
goverment accountable for the 
spate of Killings” of journalists and 
militant activists in recent months. 

She said injustice would con- 
tinue if “the state or culture of im- 
punity" were allowed to prevail. 

She advised the Senate to approve 
the bil seeking to make torture а 
crime and another one increasing the 
penalty for arbitrary detention. 

Quisumbing said a CHR team 
was looking into the case of the 
Estrada supporters but was being 
hampered by their lawyers’ re- 
fusal to allow them to issue state- 
ments because of their plan to file 
charges against the Isafp agents. 


Isafp report 

Sen. Manuel Villar Jr told re- 
porters that he received on Mon- 
day night a copy of the Isafp report 
on the abduction, detention and al- 
leged torture of the five men. 

He said the report contained the. 
names of the agents in question, 
but declined to disclose them. 

"We will have a caucus and we 
will discuss what to do with the 
report. Hopefully, the problem 
concerning the Isafp will be re- 
solved,” said Villar, who chairs 
the committee on finance. 

‘On May 26, the Senate consid- 
ered the P4S-billion budget of the 
Department of National Defense as 
good as submitted provided the 
military brass submitted on Mon- 
day is report on the incident. 


Recall DND budget 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson suggested 
at the hearing that the Senate fi 
nance committee recall the DND 
budget until che military officers 
appear at the inquiry. 

Sen. Serge Osmefia told re- 
porters yesterday the AFP had 
given the names of the Isafp 
agents involved during an execu- 
tive session last week. 

He said the senators could not 
reveal the names unless the fi- 
nance committee voted to lift the 
confidentiality of the information, 

Biazon, however, denied the 
Isafp agents names were fur- 
nished thesenators. With a re- 
port from TJ Burgonio 
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Wednesday, May 31, 2006 
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
“st Reading: Zeph 3:14-18 (or Rom 12:9-16) 
Gospel: Luke 1:39-56 

Mary then set out for a town in the Hills of 
Judah. She entered the house of Zechariah 
‘and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary's greeting, the baby leapt in her womb. 
Elizabeth was filled with holy spirit, and giving 
a loud cry said, "You are most blessed among 
women and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
How is it that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? The moment your greeting sounded in 
my ears, the baby within me suddenly leapt for 
joy. Blessed are you who believed that the 
Lord's word would come true!” 

‘And Mary said: 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
| Lord, my spirit exults in God my savior! Не 

has looked upon his servant in her lowliness, 
and people forever will call me blessed. 

"The Mighty One has done great things for 
me, Holy is is Name! From age to age his mer- 
су extends to those who live in his presence. 

Не has acted with power and done won- 
ders, and scattered the proud with their plans. 

He has put down the mighty from their thrones 
and lied up those who are downtrodden. 

He has filled the hungry with good things 
but has sent the rich away empty 

He held out his hand to Israel, his servant, 
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for he remembered his mercy, even as he 
promised our fathers, Abraham and his de- 
scendants forever.” 

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three 
months and then returned home. 
Commentary 

The Word isin the world and Mary travels to 
see Elizabeth for sanctuary and refuge. Her 
prayer would be that of the whole people crying 
out for joy that God is with them and there is no 
need to fear anymore. "God is within you, Yah- 
weh, saving warrior. He will jump for joy on 
seeing you, for he has revived his love." This is 
what is happening with Elisabeth and 
John—the prophets of the earlier 
‘ovenant—and Mary, the prophet of the new 
covenant—that is the persor/word Jesus the 
Lord, We rejoice for our God is within us. We 
are the Body of Christin the world. 
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Vincent Taljeron Akimoto; MD, President; 2005 Guam Medical Society 
St. Luke's Medical Center Patron from Guam 
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“The medical expertise and technology available at St. Luke's and the core provided by the 


hospital stoff ore really remarkable." 
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Wanted farmers surrender, dec 


By Luige A. del 
Puerto 


Revitalize Your Appearance with Nu/Hart 


We've sean to manytimos bofre. 
PeoplecometoaNu/RartMar Cle | 
with thinning hair and Nagging 
selconfience, They decideto 
undergo ourvirtualiy painless hair 
transplantation procedureto restore 
thelrnatural halina pormanonty, And. ` 
aftertha procedure, val. Ке 
seeinga different parson walk out of 
our clinic than the onethatcameinthe 
{rst ime, Notjustyoungerdooking, 
butmore confident than ever before. 


SOME 100 FARMERS 
йот the Bondoc 
peninsula in Quezon 
province accompa- 
р nied by their families 
trooped yesterday to 


ly surrender to the 
police in a symbolic 
protest against the 
harassment. they 
claimed to have suf- 
fered in the hands of 
their landlords. 
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Improve people's looks, enhances 
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Criminal cases 

The farmers, be- 
longing to the Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng 
Bondoc. Peninsula 
(KMBP), face a total 
of 187 criminal cases 
ranging from quali- 
fied theft, estafa to 
trespassing ей 
against them by the 
landowners. 

The farmers have 
been fighting to have 
certain portions of со- 
сопи plantations in the 

Y San Narciso, 


Thats whatyou getatNu/Hart 
Manila. Its notust our world-class 
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procedure, You geta 
boostinyour 
agi 


salf-confidence and your 
ablitytoenoy fe tothe 
мез. 
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where their houses and 
tepant farms ae locat- 

Thirty-seven of the 
farmers had their arrest 
‘warrants with them, 
leaving the Criminal 
Investigation and De- 
tection Group по 
choice but to take them 
into custody. 

Their lawyer 
Edgar Bernal, said 
the farmers feared 
that if violence broke 
out during their ar- 
restin a remote area, 
it would be attribut- 
ed to an encounter 
bexween the military 
and the communist 
New People's Army. 

“We thought it was 
better for us to be ar- 
rested here. At least 
here we are assured of 
our safety" said farmer 
Henaro Saul, 43. 


Actual arrests 

h an emailed 
statement furnished 
the кола, KMBP 
president Eddie Lopez 
said the farmers were 
being harassed by big 
landlords and their 
private armies and 
even by the New Peo- 
ples Amy operating 
in their area. 

“Now we are faced 
with the reality of acu- 
al arrests often done 
wih overwhelming 
force by combined ele- 
ments of the CIDG, lo- 
cal police and the mili- 
tary with assistance 


them. 


from the private armed 
men and the hacienda 
administrators,” Lopez 
seid. 

He said they were. 
not criminals, so they 
should not be treated 
as such. “We are 
longtime legitimate 
tenants in the big 
landholdings and we 
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‘THE FARMERS from the Bondoc Peninsula listen to a police officer for instructions after they 
voluntarily surrendered at Camp Crame yesterday after their landlords fled charges against 
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just want to till our 
land peacefully.” 

in a phone inter- 
view, Lopez identified 
some of the landown- 
ers as the Uy, Reyes, 
Matias and Zoleta- 
Queblar families. 


town. 

On another occa- 
sion, Maribel Lozara 
said goons poked a 
knife at her hus 
band's neck and tried 
but failed to hack an- 
other relative in San 
Francisco town. 

“I was so afraid,” 
she said. "We could 
do nothing. We can't 
fight them." 

"The KMBP said in 
statement that Бай 
for all the accused to- 
taled P1.9 million, ex- 
cluding 127 cases 
now pending before 
the Office of the 
Provincial Prosecutor. 

The Peace Founda- 
tion, a group helping 
the farmers, said that 
by surrendering at 
Camp Came, the 
farmers were bringing 
their plight to the at- 
tention of the govem- 
ment. 

The farmers went to 
the Department of Jus- 
tice the other day but 
were turned away, ac- 
cordingto Bernal 

А justice undersec- 
retary told them to re- 
tum to Quezon’ and 


face the charges there, 
the lawyer said. 

The farmers want 
the prosecutors to те- 
view all the cases fled 
against them and to 
dismiss those that were. 
clearly agrarian in na- 
ture, Bernal said. 

Chief Sup. Pedro 
‘Tango, deputy chief of 
the CIDG, sad the farm- 
es would be brought to 
the coums that issued 
thewarans, 


Armed goons 

Saul recounted how 
supposed policemen, 
soldiers and armed 
goons surrounded and 
then barged into his 
home in Barangay Tala 
in San Andres town at 
around 3 am. last 
month. 

He was outside the 
house and heard the 
demands of the men 
for him to come out 
when he saw them 
break down the door 
and frighten his wife 
and three children 
who were asleep in 
the house at the time. 

His wife said some 
of the men had on 
jackets identifying 
them as CIDG agents. 
Saul said he hid until 
the men left. 

That day he said, 
four farmers were ar- 
rested separately in 


Explore past lives, dreams 


PAST LIVES, DREAMS AND 
soul travel are the subjects of a 
free 4-week class to be present- 
ed by the Eckankar Society of 
the Philippines on June 1, 8, 15 
and 22. 

The classes, based on the book 
by Eckankar spiritual leader 
Harold Klemp, are designed to 
help participants learn how to re- 
call and resolve past-ife lessons. 


Booking sheets 

“We are now 
preparing their individ 
wal booking sheets 
Then we wil bring 
them tothe hospital for 
routine medical check- 
ups before they are 
brought to the courts 
that issued their war- 
rants” Tango said. 

The CIDG will also 
look into the farmers 
dams бш over- 
whelming fore was 
used to arrest some of 
them and that the ar- 
Tess were camied out 
at ungodly hous ће 
said. With Delfin T. 
Mallaridr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


to help them today, interpret their 
dreams with the help of a dream 
master and engage in soul travel. 

Each class will be held from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Room 205, Parc 
House 2, on Edsa, Guadalupe, 
Makati City. 

For information and seat reser- 
vation, call tel. 750-2593 (3-8 
p.m.) or e-mail info@eckankar- 
philippines.org. 
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Garci fails 

to appear at 
perjury probe 


CITING HEADACHES 
and dizziness, among 
other ailments, former 
Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano 
failed to show up at 
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yesterday's preliminary 
investigation of the 
perjury and falsification 
charges heis facing. 

Instead, he sent his 
lawyer, Ed Tamon- 
dong, to submit his 
counter.affidavit, x 
sworn to before an Ш- 
gan City prosecutor, in 
"which he denied sub- 
miting a fake passport 
to the House commit- 
tees investigating the 
“Hello Garci” contro 
versy last year. 

‘The statement said 
the complainants had 
failed to show suff- 
cient proof that Garcil- 
lanos passport had 
been tampered with or 
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aimed that he never 
left the counay to 
avoid being questioned 
about election fraud al- 
legedly committed to 
favor President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo. 
"amondong pre- 
sented a medical cer- 
tficate stating that 
Garcillano could not 
appear before Quezon 
City Prosecutor Perfec- 
to Lawrence Chua 


Associate Courses " 
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ery of illnesses, such as 
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Міка 
Panfilo Lacson and 19 
members of the House. 
of Representa- 


tives—protested Gar- 
cillanos absence. But 
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fore the prosecutor. 
Chua Cheng asked 
the complainants to 
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p From page А! 


been properly acclimatized for the BE. He 
зай he had heard that Abenoja had gotten 
sick in one ofthe camps. 

"You don’t recover right away ўба as- 
saulethe summit,” Emata said in Filipino. 


Alotofspace 

Valdez said Abenojars published photo- 
graph showed that he apparently enjoyed a 
lot of space at the summit. 

He said this was not the case at the top of 
Everest, where there was practically heavy 
traffic among the mountaincers. 

“The summiteers would either be standing 
ог sitting down because/there is no more 
space. Walang puedeng kumuha na mag-isa 
lang siya sa retrato (No one can have a solo 
picture of himself theré),” Valdez said, and 
presented photographs of Emata showing 
how crowded it was at the peak. 

Oracion said prayer beads offered by the 
Nepalese should at least have been in Abeno- 
Jssvusow jar’s photograph. ^ 


CLOSEUP of the first Filipinos to conquer the world's tallest 
mountain. A motorcade for the country's latest heroes through 
Manila and Makati is scheduled today. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


According to Valdez, the FPMEE will leave 
the matter at that. 

"When we launched the FPMEB in March 
2004, itbulltupa lot of enthusiasm among moun- 
taineers who signified their intent to also climb 
Mt. Everest, We're happy that a lot of Filipinos 
wanted to achieve that feat,” he said, adding: 

“Everest is not a prize ... You can climb'a 
mountain only if the mountain lets you.” 


Reconnaissance climb 

Valdez said the FPMEE schedule would also 
not be affected by the plan of Romi Garduce, 
the country's most accomplished moun- 
taineer and the third Filipino on Everest, to 
again scale the mountain this year. 

He said the reconnaissance climb of Ora- 
cion and Emata was in preparation for the FP- 
МЕЕЗ Unity Climb next year. 

He added: “We really planned this reconnais- 
sance climb of Leo and Pastor for this year. Twill 
not assign a bigger group and put them at the 
summit of Everest without [reconnaissance] 

"I'vealways said that the Philippine expedi- 
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VIP eee 1st Pinoys on Mt. Everest 


tion would not have been complete without 
Romi Garduce.” 

Stratworks, one of the partners of the expe- 
dition, said an FPMEE team had been in Nepal 
since February preparing for the reconnais- 
sance climb, 


Winners’ welcome 

Garduce left the Philippines for Nepal on 
March 3, He reached the summit on May 19, 
after Oracion and Emata. 

Despite the controversy, Oracion and Ema- 
ta were treated to an airport welcome fit for 
winners, celebrities and even heads of 
State—except there was no red carpet 

FPMEE broadcast partner ABS-CBN had a 
live coverage of the team’s arrival. 

A buffet of sandwiches, cakes and fruits 
was laid out at the Naia Presidential Lounge, 
‘where the press conference was held 

Former President Fidel Ramos and other 
government officials led the welcoming com- 
mittee, 


Busy days ahead 

According to the schedule provided by the 
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), which Oracion 
and Emata joined shortly before leaving for 
Nepal to scale Everest, the members of the FP- 
MEE will have breakfast this morning with 
taipan Lucio Tan at the Century Park Hotel, 
where they are staying 

t was Tan who paid for the entire team’s 
plane tickets to Nepal and back. 

After breakfast, there will be a motorcade 
to Manila City Hall, where the mountaineers 
are expected to stay for half an hour, 

‘The motoreade will proceed to Mala- 
cafiang, where they will call on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. Former President Ramos 
is expected to join Ms Arroyo. 

Early in the afternoon, the team will pro- 
ceed to PCG headquarters, where Oracion 
and Emata will be promoted to the rank of 
Petty Officer 3rd Class. 

The rank is equivalent to sergeant, said 
PCG spokesperson Lt. Cmdr. Joseph Coyme. 


Outstanding Achievement Medal 

FPMEE physician Esguerra, who is also а 
PCG officer, will be given an Outstanding 
Achievement Medal. 

From PCG headquarters, the motorcade 
will head to Makati City 

‘Tomorrow is also expected to be a busy day 
for the mountaineers. 

They will visit media offices in the morn- 
ing, and the Senate in Pasay City and the 
House of Representatives in Quezon City in 
the afternoon. 

A party isscheduled at the National Sports 

= -Grill in Макан in the evening. 
эре mouhraificers wil! get a chance to rest 
in Friday morning. In the afternoon, they will 
again make the rounds of various newspaper 
offices. 

On Friday evening, the cwo will attend a 
street party, the location of which is still un- 
specified 

With a report from Leila B. Salaverria 


Too lazy 


From page Al 


Thats right, а jump-rope minus the rope. 
All thats left are two handles, so you jump 
over the pretend торе. 

Or if you are truly lazy, you can pretend to 
jump over the pretend rope. 

And for that idea kicking around Clancy's 
head since 1988, the US Patent Office this 
month awarded the 52-year-old Mansfield, 
Ohio, man a patent. Its numbet—7037243. 

What makes this invention work is the 
moving weights inside the handles. They sim- 
ulate the feel of a rope moving, Clancy said. 

Well, its only one handle so far because 
Clancy is waiting for financial backers before. 
building its partner. 

But why jump rope without a rope? 


Perfect for the clumsy 
Ies perfect for the clumsy, Clancy says, “If 
‚ you are still jumping, you're still using your 
legs as well as your arms, and getting the car- 
diovascular workout. You just don't have to 
жопу about tripping on the rope." 

Tt is also good fer mental institutions and 
prisons where rope is a suicide risk, says Clan- 
су, who works as a laundry coordinator in a 
state prison. 

‘And low ceiling fans are not a hazard any 
more, he says. 

Daniel Wright, who features the cordless. 
jump-rope on his website www.patentlysil- 
lycom, can barely talk about Clancy's inven- 
tion without laughing. 

What really grabbed me,” Wright says, is 
the name the item has in its patent. 


Silly but ... 

"The idea is not all that crazy, says Mike 
Ernst, a professor of kinesiology at California 
State University in Dominguez Hills. 

"1 think it’s silly but at the same time if 
somehow, some way, it promotes physical ac- 
tivity, gets kids active, then mall fori,” Ernst 
E 

"The more he thinks abouts, the more Ernst 
says he сап see the benefit, adding that the act 
of jumping, not the rope itself, is what pro- 
vides exercise. 

"Do you need to jump with a rope? You 
don't" Ernst says. “But 1 wouldn't buy the 
product, Lean tell you that, Pm not an idiot." 

High-tech handles are not needed. You can 
even use toilet paper holders, Ernst says. 

On second thought, Ernst wonders ifhe can 
patent that idea, AP 
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Court rules “Wowowee” case may proceed 


THE COURT OF AP- material and sub- and paramount ne damage,” the court the Court finds nó forthe issuance ofin- settled that when the пагу injunction is not 
peals has cleared the stantial and that cessity for the writ said. such urgency and junctive writs prayed complainantsrightis proper" Armand М. 
way for the prosecu there is an urgent to present serious “Inthe case at bar, paramount necessity for The rule is well doubtful, a prelimi- Nocum 

tion of ABS-CBN offi 

cials for the stampede E77 ны = = x n 
that killed at least 74 am H pa 4 Е 
people and wounded x pa 

hundreds of others Du 4 н 

last February by i 

throwing out the giant 2 : H WRITING INSTRUMENTS 
networks petition Ё : 3 
seeking to stop the 

Department of Justice 

from proceeding with 

the case 

“Almost every 
adult Filipino is 
aware that in the 
morning of February 
4, 2006, a stampede 
of people occurred 
outside the Philip. 
pine Sports Arena... 7 
resulting in the death 1 я уенин n: 
of 74 persons and. E34 z ОЯН mag 
687 wounded. It goes 
without saying that 
somebody ... must be 
held. accountable,” 
the court said in a de- 
cision dated May 14 
but released only yes- 
terday. 

The court also lift- 
ed the temporary re- 
straining order it had 
issued against the 
DOJ on March 27 fol- 
lowing the ABS-CBN 
petition. | ЖоК 

Network execu- Gop- [ur 
tives had sought the |, A 
injunction on the 
grounds that the 
DOJ, particularly 
Justice ^ Secretary 
Ваш Gonzalez, had 
been biased against 
ABS-CBN in state- 
ments made in the 
wake of the stam- 
pede, which occurred 
as tens of thousands 
of people rushed the. 
arena’s gates to gain 
entry into the first 
anniversary celebra- 
tion of the noontime 
television show 
“Wowowee.” 

“For petitioners 
to be entitled to an 
injunctive — writ, 
there must be a 
showing that the in- 
vasion of their right 
or alleged violation 
of due process is 


Ex-gov 
ordered 
arrested 


THE SANDIGANBA- 
уап Fist Division у 
terday ordered the a 
rest of former Ca- 
marines None Gov 
Casimiro "Roy" Padilla. 
Jr. for alleged misuse 
of public property. 

Sandiganbayan 
Prosiding and First Di- 
vision chair Teresita de 
Castro signed Padilla's 
arrest матап. and set 
bail at P30,000 for the 
latter's temporary lib- 
erty. 

‘Government prose- 
cutors charged Padilla, 
à brother of actors 
Robin and Rustom 
Padilla, on March 29, 
2005, with malversa- 
tion after he allegedly 
converted to personal 
tse a .45-caliber pistol 
issued to him by the 
Philippine ^ National 
Police. 
оты Set your pulse racing and your temperature rising with the drive thar thrill 
Е The Honda Civic. Ali-new and all that you desire 
Eugenio L Famor 
provincial secretary 
кало Peta and pr 
ee rese Core 
cho Chiong. 

‘State prosecutors ac- 
cused the three of con- 
spiracy to commit fraud 
when they allegedly 
falsfed the eligibility 
papers of Chiong. 

Investigators found 
that Chiong did not 
have a bachelor’s de- 
gree, which was the 
fimum юше 
ment for his positon. 

n his appointment 
papers, Chong was 
identified as a college 
graduate and he had 
been supposedly 
screened and qualified 
by the Personnel Selec- 
tion Board, Nelson E 
Flores 


GOLD 2006 
PLATINUM 2004 
GOLD 2003 
GOLD 2002 
GOLD 2001 

GOLD 2000 

GOLD 1999 


o's Bg 
К 
>” % 


GOLD 2006 


$j 


BP-8-F 
у 

Blip proof gri and 
balanced А 
ensures comfortable, 
étfortions writing 
Avaliable in Black, Red, 
Blue 


ive Distribuitur- 


573 © PAREDES ST. BINONDO, MANLA 
PO BOX 1501 Tabs: 242-599 15 20 Far 2623871 


M 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Email: feedback@inquirercom.ph website: арии net. 


PINION 


AG 


ISSN 
0116-2642 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2006 


Tre Pear Day hosts ы ы 
“chine Races Ave corner Vague and Mascardo Sts. Makati City 
10 Box 2353 Makati Central Port Of 1263 Makati Cy 
<Cartdoghon numbers 2097-000 connecting departments 
"Eater ox 8974793 897-4794 Aero 
кода 527-3348, 
528.0186 and 520-0213 Fax 528: 
атанат Hote 094-4000 


Э. 

Does gov't want peace? 
á 
$ HO MURDERED SOTERO LLAMAS? THE 

process adviser and mainstream politician was 
gunned down in Tabaco City, Albay, the other day. The cir- 
cumstances surrounding his assassination point to an all- 
too-familiar modus operandi. Recent killings, both of 
journalists considered troublesome and outspoken 
against the powers-that-be, and of po- 
litical workers viewed as hostile to the 
administration and its allies, have 
been cartied out by motorcycle-riding assassins. The 
question is, who had the motive to kill Llamas? 
. The man's checkered political past provides ample op- 
* portunities for suggesting who might have wanted him 
killed. The former NPA rebel gave up armed struggle and 
decided to pursue change through the electoral process, 
allying himself most recently with opposition Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson. And yet when the Department of Justice alleged а 
conspiracy to commit rebellion on the part of leftists and 
rightists last February, Llamas was one of 51 persons ac- 
cused of being part of the plot. 

Therefore, even as the military insists that it was his 
former comrades who killed Llamas, there is reason 
„enough to put forward the possibility that his murder 
served a purpose useful to non-communists as well. And 
thisis why the outrage has been genuine and widespread 
over his murder. Someone is killed, and immediately, 
without benefit of investigation, but instead, primarily 
based on its preconceived notions, the military is quick to 
write off the assassination as part of an internal party 
purge. 


“EDITORIAL 


SC decision cited only 48 hectares for housing 


THE CONTROVERSIAL HOUSING PROJECTS 
of allegedly retired and current employees of 
the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System inside the La Mesa Watershed have 
opened a can of worms. The more MWSS offi- 
Gals, alleged union officials, congressmen and 
public relations practitioners try to defend the 
projects in a Senate committee investigation 


president of the union had already been invit- 
ed, meaning Genaro Bautista. 

“We don't allow him to attend forums," the 
PR man said. "Let Lagman represent the union 
instead.” 

1 found this strange, but I consented out of 
fairness and courtesy to both Lagman and the 
PR man. At the Kapihan, Lagman did most of. 


Asl ЗЕЕ Ir 


Neal H. Cruz 


The poisoned and poisonous peace and order situation 
is clearly shown by the official reaction and the public's 
counter-reaction. Certainly, the murder of a rebel-turned- 
entrepreneur (Llamas was in the scrap business), regard- 
less of his present politics, doesn’t speak well of the 
prospects for former rebels who want to live peaceful 
lives. The clear lesson is that whether in the field or out- 
side the home after abandoning the struggle, death is the 
only reward for rebels. So much for reintegrating rebels 


into mais 


Another lesson: the writ of the government doesn't ex- 
tend farther than the doorstep of the governor's mansión 
or the local police station. Everywhere else, no one is 

vafe, and particularly unsafe are people who do not be- 
long to the administration camp. The government, 
all, has its own share of former rebels, and none of them 
have died. Why are oppositionist former rebels so un- 


lucky? 


Granting that the Communist Party of the Philippines is 
undertaking a purge, the current edition is certainly dif- 
: ferent from past ones. Now party liquidations are taking 
place in public, the peace and order situation being such 
that they can be carried out with impunity. Furthermore, 
the official attitude is, let them kill each other and rid us 
| of a problem. That is the clear message sent by official 
“statements that explain away the assassinations while 
suggesting that there’s no further incentive for investigat- 


instream society. That's Futile. 


ing, much less punishing, such murders. 


Civilian officials, such as Presidential Chief of Staff 


and in media and public forums, the deeper 
they get into a morass of contradictions. 

For example, Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman and 
MWSS Administrator Orlando Hondrade sent 
letters to the editor defending the housing pro- 
jects, In his May 26 letter, Lagman repeated his 
‘arguments in his privilege speech which were 
already refuted in the May 24 and 26 columns. 
But in the very long letter, Lagman did not an- 
swer a very important question 1 asked. Lag- 
man is claiming 58 hectares of La Mesa water- 
shed for the housing project, but the 1,411 al- 
leged beneficiaries would need only 423,000 
sq m, or 42.3 hectares, for their houses. So 
what will happen to the remaining 15 
hectares? 

1 posed this question at the Kapihan sa 
Manila to Lagman and the others defending 
the project, but they did not answer it. So I 
asked it again in the May 24 column: “Is it true 
that this will be used for a commercial com- 
plex, a mall and high-rise condominiums? Is it 
true that this will take up the entire portion 
along Quirino Avenue?” 

‘Although his letter tried to refute the May 
24 column, Lagman again evaded the ques- 
tion. Why? 

The mystery gets deeper. I read the decision 
of the Supreme Court affirming the contract 
between the MWSS and the two labor unions 
and—surprise, surprise—the size of the land 
to be sold is less than 48 hectares: 348,698 sq 
m saleable area and 130,735 sq m for the road 
network, for a total of 479,433 sq m. So where 
did the additional 10 hectares come from? 

1 searched the other pertinent documents 
and there was no additional 10 hectares. 
What is going on here? Is somebody trying to 


pulla fast one? 

‘Another question: Who paid the more than 
P3 million to the MWSS for the land? At the 
Kapihan sa Manila on May 22, Lagman said it 
was Genaro Bautista, the attorney-in-fact, who 
had to “mortgage his property to produce the 
money” Yet at the Senate hearing that took 
place before the Kapihan and where Lagman 
was present, Ramon Nolido, a contractor, ad- 
mitted that the check came from him. 

Lagman insists that he is only an "adviser" of 
the beneficiaries. Yet he was the one who 
hand-carried the check to the MWSS office. 
The letter from Lagman accompanying the 
check was written on official stationery of the 
House of Representatives with his name print- 
ed on it. The Constitution prohibits congress- 
men and senators from acting as lawyers dur- 
ing their incumbency so that they cannot influ- 
ence other offices and officials. The use of the 
official House stationery was obviously intend- 
ed to influence the MWSS officials and there- 
fore a violation of the law. 

The impression is being given that the site 
has already been titled to the individual bene- 
ficiaries. Wrong. The title, TCT 61126, and 
photocopies of eight tax declarations were tak- 
en by Lagman at 2:10 p.m. on March 8, 2006. 
Are all of these the job of a mere “adviser” who 
is doing these “pro bono”? 

Lagman was not invited to the May 22 Kapi- 
han. Those who were invited were the presi- 
dent of the labor union, the hydraulic experts 
of the University of the Philippines, and repre- 
sentatives of Bantay Kalikasan. But a PR men 
called to ask if Lagman could attend. I said the 


the talking for the union. He distributed copies. 
of his privilege speech giving the legal justifica- 
tion for the project. I ask again: Is this the job 
of a mere “adviser” working "pro bono"? 

Another mystery: Nobody knows for sure 
who would be the beneficiaries of the housing 
project. There is a list of the original awardees, 
а number of whom have died. Sen. Jamby 
Madrigal, a member of the committee on envi- 
ronment investigating the project, asked for a 
list of the original 1,411 awardees, another list 
of the intended beneficiaries/heirs and their 
residential addresses, and a copy of the collec- 
tive bargaining agreement (CBA) or any other 
documents authorizing the award and/or 
transfer of the housing lots to individuals other 
than the original beneficiaries. The MWSS has 
a list only of the original beneficiaries. It said ir 
was “not aware of the existence/availability” 
of a copy of the 1968 CBA. Unbelievable! The 
MWSS should have а copy on file in its 
archives. 

Italso said that it does not know who will be 
the actual (i.e. 2006) beneficiaries should the 
project be implemented. Preposterous! Is the 
group of Lagman acting in behalf of the benefi- 
Ciaries, even meeting with or consulting them? 

This is important because the CBA being в 
contract, it is governed by the rules on con- 
tracts under the Civil Code. CBA provisions 
are not transferable to the employees’ heirs o: 
assigns, much less third parties or other indi 
viduals. (Since the other contracting par 
ty—the labor unions—no longer exists, ther: 
is serious doubt whether the provisions of tht 
СВА may still be implemented.) If at all, фи 
СВА should benefit only the 1968 beneficia. 
ties. (More later) 


i Michael Defensor, may choose to accentuate Llamas’ 
, apostasy (his leaving the NPA) while the Philippine 
Атту and police claim that apostasy comes with a price 


Enchanted kingdoms 


"like liquidation by one's ex-comrades. But they cannot 
"ignore the fact that the government counted Llamas 
among its enemies. Neither can they shrug off the fact 
that it is the obligation of the government to defend citi- 
zens like Llamas and that itis its duty to punish his mur- 


derers. 


But that is presuming that the administration is gen- 
uinely interested in peace, the rule of law and justice. 
That is, if it honestly believes that it is better to get rebels 
to lay down their arms and join the regular political pro- 
cess. That is, if it seeks to offer hope of a better future for 
those who surrender their arms and take up, instead, а 

peaceful attitude toward political 
its idea of peace is an untroubled life 
for living people, and not the silence of the grave. 
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THE SURREALISM NEVER ENDS, IT GETS 
even more, well, surreal. "Lets stay together,” 
said GMA last week. "Let's dream together and 
reach the Enchanted Kingdom. Let's be among 
the countries of he First World in 20 years." 

What can one say? She must be dreaming. 

Ifthe reference to а theme park conjuring th 
spirit of fairy tales makes any sense at all, it is 
only in that fairy tales have dwarves and ogres, 
princesses and dragons, witches and fairies in 
them. But as far as 1 can recall, the dwarves in 
those tales are kindly folk, people who, like the 
Seven Dwarves, rescued Snow White from her 
dire predicament if it meant risking starvation 
from having to feed a human who ate three 
times more than each one of them did. And who 
did a lot of sleeping while they trekked to the 
mines and worked their asses off, singing "I 
owe, Lowe, so off to work go." 

Tes not hard to tell which character the cur- 
rent occupant in Malacafiang resembles. It's 
the one who keeps asking, “Mirror, mirror, on 
the wall, who's the fairest of them all?” And 
keeps getting back the image of Fernando Poe 
Je in reply. 

1 myself have no problems with dreaming or 
thinking big. Indeed with imagining we can be 
a world-class country other than in boxing and 
billiards. In the past, Гуе lamented repeatedly 
how we've reached a pass where we now keep 
repeating like a mantra, “Beggars cannot be 
choosers.” We were never like that in the 
1960s. Then, despite the fact that we bestrode 
Southeast Asia like a titan, if not a colossus, 
Nick Joaquin could still cajole us to think big 
by shedding off our “heritage of smaliness." 
Today, by contrast our doctors routinely fiy off 
to distant shores to become nurses saying they 
have no choice. Doctors can't be choosers? 

But there is thinking big and thinking big. 
‘There is the thinking big of Nick Joaquin, one 
that calls for aspiration and ambition on the 
wings of hard work, and there is the thinking 
big of Imelda and Gloria that call for Imeldifi- 
cation and glorification on the dead weight of. 
lies. Gloria's promise to lend the country to 
FirstWorld-hood amid the killings and the 
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dealings, amid the grime and slime of her rule 
did remind me of Imelda painting the grass 
along the airport road green and hiding the 
hovels that lay upon the gaze of visiting digni- 
taries with huge billboards proclaiming the ac- 
complishments of martial law. 

‘There is the thinking big that comes from 
pride and self-respect. There is the thinking big 
Ear comes from delusion and deception. 

1 myself do think this country can attain if 
mot prosperity—never mind FirstWorld- 
hood—within the next 10 years at least big 
strides over that time, We Filipinos do not lack 
for talent and creativity, which we amply show 
abroad. What we lack is a break. All we need 
really to get far as a nation are three basic 
things. 

First is food. You can't get more basic than 
that, This is a country that is going hungry 
amid the plenty of globalization. Food security 
should be this country's No, 1 priority, not na- 
tional security, especially under Norberto Gon- 
zales, A healthy mind cannot reside in а mal- 
nourished body, to paraphrase the Romans, 
Which probably explains why we have a lot of 
unhealthy minds in this country 

"The second is education. Food for the body, 
food for the soul. This too is a country that is 
going ignorant amid the plenty of the digital 
revolution, I personally would like to see His- 
tory emphasized here, my experience being 
that it is far more mind-blowing than jute or al- 
cohol, I's the surest guarantee graduates will 
have a sense of country. A country that doesn't 
have a past will have no future. Indeed, п coun- 
try that doesn't have a history will have no peo- 
ple: Its people will be busy leaving for other 
‘countries that have a past and future, 
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And the third is morality. A government ca 
dream all it wants about Enchanted Kingdom: 
but if it cannot provide elementary justice, 
cannot punish the villainous and reward th 
heroic, it cannot distinguish between good an 
evil, it will only bring its constituents to war 
der їп the Dark Forest, never to find their we 
home, You have no justice, you will have no d 
тесйоп, You have no direction, you will hav 
no pride. You have no pride, you will have r 
aspiration. 

‘We want to simply move, never mind t 
ward becoming a First World country, we nec 
those three things. Which are clearly the la 
things on this governments mind. You sti 
with Gloria and dream with her, you are n 
going to reach First World heaven, you are g 
ing to have one first-class nightmare. 

1 do have a favorite enchanted story thou. 
1 don't know if it qualifies as a fairy tale 
Brothers Grimm sense of the word, That 
"The Wizard of Oz." In that story, Dorothy 
girl who dreams of a better life leaves hor + 
and is swept by a tornado to a strange lar 
There she meets a Scarecrow, a Tin Man am: 
Lion seeking respectively a brain, a heart а 
courage. They go to the Wizard of Oz to ask 
those things and he tells them he would $ 
them on condition they first get rid of t 
Wicked Witch of the West, They embark 
thelr quest and with the Scarecrow show 
much ingenuity, the Tin Man much loyalty s- 
the Lion much courage, they accomplish 
When they get back to the Wizard to ask 
their brain, heart and courage, he asks th 
what on earth they want them for. They » 
ready have them. 

And, oh, the foursome also manages to «> 
pose the Wizard's secret, which is that he 
complete fake. 

What con Isay? All we have to do ren - 
ме don't need fake wizards to give us a bral 
heart and courage. All we have to do is ret: 
we've always had It in ourselves to get riù ч 
the Wicked Witch of the Bast: 

And we can bulld one very enchanted ki 
dom. 
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THE WAVE OF MURDERS OF 79 FILIPINO JOUR- 

nalists since 1986, many of them gunned down 
during the past five years, has come under sharp 
scrutiny at the current annual world congress of 
the International Press Institute at Edinburgh. 

Tt was part ofthe picture of the state of freedom. 
of the press which IPI director Johann Fritz de- 
scribed as “rather shocking.” He denounced, in a 
speech to international editors, repressive laws 
and regulations hampering the ability of media to 
carry out their duties and singled out recent re- 
strictions of journalists’ access to information un- 
der “anti-terrorism” pretexts. 

Fritz said the American Committee to Protect 
Journalists reported that over the past five years, 
723 journalists "have been imprisoned world- 
"wide" and “a total of 372 journalists have been 
killed in the line of duty or murdered because of 
their investigative reporting,” IPI Chair Wilfred D. 
Kiboro said, "Between 2004 and 2005, over 100 
journalists were killed doing their jobs. Its the 
deadliest such period in 10 years." 

Based on the criteria of repressive laws and regu- 
Jations restricting journalists access to information 
"and the risks surrounding their pursuit of news, IPI 
listed 73 countries that had a "free press situation," 
54 that were "partly free," and 67 that had no “free 
press" at all, out ofthe 194 countries monitored. 

‘This classification of what's free or partly free 
or not free does not have any meaning at all to the 
Filipino public and seems too abstract, unless we 
consider the mounting death toll that appears 
regularly on Philippine newspaper front pages. 
Filipino journalists are being picked off one by 
one by assassins who are on the rampage. 

It is of no consolation to Filipino journalists 
that their slain comrades suffered the same fate 
as their peers in other countries. The IPI singles 
out “anti-terrorism” pretexts as intimidating con- 
straints to freedom of journalists to report events 
as they see them. 

Here, we ignore the intimidating environment 
under which Filipino journalists must work. They 


The 


IN RESPONSE TO THE COLUMN ON THE CON- 
cerns of families being resettled from around the 
railroad tracks to make way for the NorthRail and 
SouthRail projects, Vice President Noli de Castro 
has written to clarify some issues raised, particu- 
larly the complaints of the relocated families re- 
garding the resettlement sites. 

First, he says he has “not ceased looking for so- 
lutions to address the difficulties confronting the 
affected families.” De Castro, who as chair of the 
Housing and Urban Development Coordinating 
Council (HUDCC) has overall responsibility for 
the resettlement efforts, says he has been holding 
dialogues with all the concerned sectors, includ- 
ing the beneficiaries. According to him, the result 
ofall these talks is an agreement "to utilize a ben- 
eficiary-led approach and to adopt in-city reset- 
tement, whenever feasible.” 

But the resettled families in Manila, he said, 
had to be brought to Cabuyao, Laguna, (the focus 
of much of the complaints for its alleged state of 
unpreparedness) because in-city resettlement 
was not feasible and would be too expensive for 
the government. 

“Our relocation site in Cabuyao was completed 
two years ago to accommodate 8,000 families 
from SouthRail,” writes De Castro. "We have 20 
classrooms available now. An additional 70 class- 
rooms will be completed before the end of the year. 
We are implementing livelihood opportunities in 
the community in coordination with concemed 
agencies and private sector organizations.” 

De Castro admits that “there will Бе difficulties 
attendant to the relocation,” so perhaps the com- 
plaints of the relocatees are not all that unreason- 
able. But, he says, "I have time and again ex- 
plained the concept of incremental development 
Which we have successfully adopted for our relo- 
catees in the NorthRail. Under this approach, we 
provided the standard entitlements (serviced lot 
and home material loan) and basic facilities to 
the relocates immediately and introduced im- 
provements on incremental basis." 

PERHAPS the problem lies in the differing per- 
ceptions of “incremental development." The re- 


"WHY IS THERE CULTURE? WHAT MOTIVATES 
people to write poems, paint, or sing? Most peo- 
ple engaged in these activities would respond 
‘with answers like, "because 1 like to,” or “because 
it fulfills me," or " feel obliged not to waste my 
talent.” They tend to believe that culture reflects 
the existence of a soul type, or that its an expres- 
sion of humans intelligence and creativity 

Natural science, as so often, has a more mun- 
dane answer, one that has to do with natural se- 
lection. In his seminal work on evolution, "On the 
Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, 
or the Preservation of Favored Races in the Strug- 
gle for Life," Charles Darwin used the much-cited 
expression "survival of the fittest." Most people 
find it easy to understand that being especially 
strong or fast, or able to withstand hunger, heat 
ог cold, can increase the chances of survival. In- 
telligence also falls into that category. But to 
squeeze cultural excellence into the group of 
characteristics defining "the fittest” is not so easy 
and requires some leap of faith. 

1а his later work, Darwin introduced another 
selection criterion that may be just as important, 
but which has received much less attention: mat- 
ing preference, or sexual selection. His reason for 
doing so was to explain male peacocks’ obviously 
hindering tail feathers and male lions apparently 
useless manes. These characteristics would re- 
duce rather than enhance the bearer's chances of 
survival, but obviously they prevailed in genera- 
tion after generation. Thus, Darwin argued, they 
must increase the probability of more offspring 
by making the males more attractive to female 
mates. 

As Darwin did not believe that pure aesthetics 
‘would guide female peacocks and lions in their 
choice of mating partners, he had to find a ratio- 
nal reason for females’ preference for males with 
hindering characteristics. The very fact, he rea- 
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are actually operating under a regime of terrorism, 
not emanating from terrorists associated with war 
оп terror waged by the US-led “coalition the will- 
ing,” but other forces abetted by government. 

“The climate of terror confronting Filipino jour- 
nalists comes in the form of: (1) officially im- 
posed restrictions on access to information; (2) 
crackdowns on media organizations charged 
with rebellion under the pretext of national 
emergency decrees and (3) the incapacity of gov- 
ernment to stop the spiral of unsolved extra-judi- 
cial killings of journalists. 

‘The third is the most scary and sinister form of 
terrorism. The continuing spiral does not only in- 
dicate a lack of political will on the part of the Ar- 
toyo administration to use police powers to stop 
the wave of violent crimes. What should concern 
citizens more is that indications are increasing 
that government itselft is promoting what 
Amnesty International and the Commission on 
Human Rights have called the “climate of im- 
punity" that emboldens death squads to murder 
designated targets—whether leftist activists or 
journalists—without fear of being arrested or be- 
ing taken to court. 

Despite President Macapagal-Arroyo's order to 
investigate the murders and arrest the perpetra- 
tors, not many suspects have been haled to court. 
This suggests that law enforcement agents don't 
take presidential orders seriously or have already 
decided among themselves that either the perpe- 
trators be allowed to go scot free or worse that 
they protect their own kind from prosecution. 

The government and the military claim that 
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located families have complained that to make 
them agree to have their houses demolished 
and be transferred to other sites, government 
representatives promised minimal inconve- 
nience after they finally moved into their new 
settlements. Instead, they find the sites so ге- 
mote they need to spend huge amounts for 
transportation just to be able to earn a living. In 
addition, they find minimal development, un- 
safe water supply, unreliable or no electricity 
supply, and inadequate classrooms. 

“Incremental” may mean gradual and 
steady improvement to the Vice President, but 
the residents may well see the efforts of gov- 
‘ernment to improve their sites as too slow, too 
little and even too late. 

In a report submitted to De Castro in re- 
sponse to the letter of Gaudencio Cardinal 
Rosales regarding the plight of the relocated 
families, National Housing Authority General 
‘Manager Federico Laxa said they are “address- 
ing these problems to the best of our capabili- 
ty, based on our available resources.” 

‘While the urban poor groups say only 70 per- 
cent of 20,000 families have been able to build 
their new homes, with only 50 percent оссиру- 
ing the structures, Laxa claims that NHA records 
show all the beneficiaries have their allocated 
lots and are in fact occupying them. As to the 
claim that 200 families are still living in tents a 
year after their eviction, the NHA says these fam- 
ilies already have their lot allocations. 

ON THE ISSUE of electrical connections, Laxa 
said Meralco policy requires 70 percent lot oc- 
cupancy before installation of individual con- 
nections. But the NHA has negotiated with 
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soned, that these features make life harder sig- 
nals to prospective partners that individuals who 
can do reasonably well with them have an espe- 
cially good genetic set-up and are thus likely to 
produce strong offspring. They should therefore 
be preferred mates. 

Evolutionary biologists have since taken the 
concept further. IF someone can do difficult 
things, not only carrying peacock tail feathers or 
a long dark lion mane, but also things that re- 
quire much practice without contributing to 
physical fitness and survival, and yet stay alive, 
that individual must have especially good genes. 
‘They are therefore sexually attractive. 

Culture—at least the culture we are proud of 
and don't sneer at—is highly elitist. We admire 
the best, and only the best, according to some cul- 
tural and time-dependent standard. It does not 
help much to sing pop songs or opera arias in the 
bathroom. You must be able to draw a listening 
and cheering crowd to qualify for the elite. 

Likewise, the amateur painter does not in- 
crease her or his attractiveness much compared 
toa Van Gogh ora Picasso. 

The same goes for writers. A vanity press auto- 
biography does not bring you to the top. For that, 
you have to be a Nobel Jaureate or at least the au- 
thor of a couple of well regarded books. 

‘The bottom line is that while many are called, 
few are chosen. Reaching the top requires not on- 
ly talent and luck, but also a lot of practices—that 


the 224 leftists murdered during the five years of 
the Arroyo presidency were killed in internal 
communist purges. The Left considers hard-line 
anti-communist military factions as the main sus- 
pects behind the killings. 

With regard to the murder of journalists, the re- 
sponse and attitude of the administration are re- 
vealing. Records show that most of the journalists 
were killed on their way to work or in their place 
ог work. Most were known to be outspoken in de- 
nouncing venalities of officials. And most did not 
die in drunken brawls or over women, as Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez has insinuated. 

Rather than unleash the agents of the law to 
track down the death squads, Gonzalez has 
demonstrated a thuggery that undermines public 
confidence in it. He has offered two particularly 
offensive proposals. 

First the press must clean up its ranks of corrupt 
journalists, implying that journalists have brought 
the murders upon themselves. Second, he suggest- 
ей that journalists be allowed to carry firearms to 
defend themselves, but on condition that only "le- 
gitimate” journalists be allowed to carry arms. 

‘These proposals compound the problem of 
putting a stop to the killings. First, he wants the 
press to carry out its own self-purification to deny 
crooks any reason to kill journalists. But purity 
tests will not stop the killings. Honest journalists 
take as much risk when investigating venal offi- 
cials. Second, Gonzalez does not say how “legiti- 
mate" journalists will be identified. 

The National Union of Journalists of the Philip- 
pines has correctly decided to reject the proposal to 
arm journalists on the ground that rather than stop- 
ping the killings, it would intensify the violence. As 
regards “legitimacy” tests, what right has Gonzalez 
or the administration to preach legitimacy? Legiti- 
macy is founded not only on an untainted electoral 
mandate. The administration can eam а ile legiti- 
macy by doing its job of protecting the lives of citi- 
zens against lawless deaths quads, or dismissing its 
Rottweiler masquerading as a justice secretary. 
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Meralco to relax this policy. 

“NHA never promised free electricity" Laxa clari- 
без, "although it subsidized the unpaid power con- 
‘sumption for al sites, fora limited period only" 

As for the quality of the water, which the cardi- 
nal described in his letter as “(tasting) and 
smelling bad,” with the residents suffering health 
‘complications like stomachache and diarrhea, 
Laxa says samples of the water were tested by the 
Department of Health and found to be safe, par- 
ticularly in Northville 8, where most of the com- 
plaints came from. In Southville, Cabuyao, Таха 
admits that while water tests “conforms with 
Philippine national standards for drinking water,” 
coliform bacteria were detected and so “boiling is 
advised for the meantime.” Meanwhile, “one wa- 
ter tank is already energized and another is ex- 
pected to be completed by (the end of next 
month), thus reducing dependence on the shal- 
low well-drawn water." 

"To address the lack of classrooms for the 

dren in the distant relocation sites, Laxa says “i 
terim solutions” are being undertaken, such as 
conversion and use of existing community build- 
ings and facilities as alternative classrooms; using 
multi-purpose halls, health centers and basket- 
ball courts as temporary classrooms; and con- 
struction of additional school buildings. 
А MAIN issue being raised by the urban poor 
groups is their preference for “in-city resettle- 
ment,” that is, new sites that are as close as 
possible to their places of work, occupation 
and education. The Urban Poor Associates say 
they have even identified a feasible site for the 
relocated families in Taguig, which would cer- 
tainly be preferable to the remote sites in 
Cabuyao, Laguna. 

Таха and De Castro, however, say that while 
in-city relocation is preferred, “in areas where 
there are no available sites, other resettlement 
sites have to be considered, provided itis with- 
in the parameters of the law.” 

Таха also clarified that “it is not NHA's poli- 
су to threaten or give false representations to 
affected families.” 


time wasted from the point of view of survival. 

‘Sport is in this respect also a form of culture, 
albeit one that is often sneered at by those en- 
gaged in pursuits like classical music or serious 
literature. Most sports certainly contribute to 
physical fitness—as do some other expressions of 
culture, such as ballet—but what we admire in a 
player who can do extraordinary things with a 
ball is a technique that is utterly useless outside. 
the playing field and has taken thousands of 
hours of practice to bring to perfection. 

‘Here, of course, its only the best that become 
local or national heroes. To be a devoted football 
ог basketball player in the lowest series brings 
ridicule rather than fame. it must be hard and re- 
quire enormous effort to acquire the unique skills 
that mark the superstar and earn societies’ re- 
spect and admiration. 

Following this reasoning, what makes the poet, 
the painter and the singer attractive is useless- 
ness combined with the difficulty of their activity. 
"The harder and more futile the activity the better 
and more sexually attractive isthe performer. 

Naturally, self-awareness of this underlying 
wish to be sexually attractive is not required. The 
‘mechanism works all the same. The poet, painter 
and singer may think they do what they do for 
more high-minded reasons, but scientists know 
otherwise. 

Hey, science is hard, too! But, in line with the 
logic of natural selection, to became sexually at- 
tractive, the scientist only has to make sure that 
the results of his or her work are useless. 

Project Syndicate 


Arne Jemelóv is professor of Environmental Bio- 
‘chemistry and former director of the International 
Institute of Applied Systems Analysis in Vienna, 
and a United Nations expert on environmental 
catastrophes. 


Animals, humans 
WHAT'S YOUR DOG TRYING TO TELL YOU AS IT GIVES 
you that adoring look, tail wagging away? Does she really 
love you for you, or for your doggie treats? Or does she sim- 
iy sconce you as an alpha dog, the leader of the 
ci 

And your cat? As he purrs away, rubbing himself against 
your leg, is he expressing affection for you, oris he just mark- 
ing you, telling the 
world you're his, or 
at least part of his 
359, 

Тһе philosopher 
Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
famously summa- 
rized the dilemma, 
and I paraphrase: If 
lions could speak, 
we still wouldn't be able to understand them. 

Now comes an extraordinary animal behaviorist, Temple 
Grandin, to help translate with a book entitled, well, "Ani- 
‘mals in Translation.” She's so good she makes her living 
‘working as a consultant advising governments and private 
businesses on how to slaughter animals more humanely. Veg- 
etarians and animal rights groups will of course say that "hu- 
mane slaughter” is an oxymoron, but Grandin says that 
‘cows, pigs, sheep and other food animals are there only be- 
cause we domesticate and breed them to be eaten, so we 
have to assume the responsibility as well for ensuring a "hap- 


py death" for them. 
Reading minds 

Whether you agree with that argument or not, Grandin 
does present a wealth of information that isn't limited to hu- 
mane slaughter. 

Tread the book initially as a veterinarian, picking up quite a 
few new lessons on handling animals. Sadly, vet schools offer 
minimal training around animal behavior. One reason, and 
Grandin emphasizes this in her book, is that relatively little re- 
search has been done in this field compared to studies in hu- 
man psychology. Many scientists will even question whether 
there's anything worth studying in animals, presuming that 
their behavior is mechanical, driven by software wired into 
the brain. Many scientists, too, will argue that animals don't 
think, or feel and really, they're just inferior to humans. 

Grandin questions these assumptions, and to support her 
many hypotheses about animals, she cites the growing num- 
ber of studies—in laboratories as well as out there in the 
wild, in nature—that show animal behavior can be even 
‘more complicated than that of humans. 

Grandin draws from many insights from her own work and 
experiences, much of them in slaughterhouses. She says that if 
we humans are to read animal minds, we have to put our- 
selves, literally, in their position. She found herself crouching 
lower to ground level, to understand what animals see at that 
level, as they're being led into pens. For example, puddles of 
‘water seem to spook many farm animals, making them freeze 
in their tracks. Frustrated animal handlers will shout at the 
animals, prod them, all to no avail, and yet totally oblivious to 
a simple solution: mopping up the water. 

‘Cows also get nervous seeing anything fluttering in the 
wind, especially if it's colored yellow. And, closer to our 
homes, many of us know that if we run into a nervous, hos- 
tile dog, the worst thing is to run because abrupt movements 
trigger them to chase after us—and possibly attack. 

Good dog, bad dog 

But animals can be “rewired” so they don't act on instinct 
alone. A puppy raised with kittens will coexist peacefully 
with cats. Some of this is common sense: Гуе written about 
how dogs raised with constant close and friendly contact 
with humans will not attack and bite, but they still make 
good watchdogs because instinctively, they will bark if some- 
one enters their territory. Now if you confine them in a cage 
or keep them chained, you over-emphasize their territoriali 
ty and they could attack even their owners. 

Grandin emphasizes how animal learning is very much 
tied to contexts, Dogs learn not to chase after the children at 
home, even if they run around. But you also have to train 
them to “respect” other children who visit, and also to be- 
have when they're out in the streets. Its a bit like theater, 
with different settings, different casts. 

Grandin describes differences across animal species. 
Many animal species work mainly on fear, but dogs have co- 
evolved with us so closely that they're really almost “social” 
їп a human sense, which is why when you train them, even 
verbal praise goes a long way. They don't really "understand" 
what "good dog” means but they're doing their own transl 
tion as well, more or less sensing that the tone of your voice. 
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“good dog" means you approve of what they just did . . - 


unike the "bad dog” you give when they do something bad. 
Differ 

There's so much more in Grandin's book; in fact, if you're 
ina hurry Isuggest you go to the last part first, with a concise 
"Behavior and Training Troubleshooting Guide." But if you 
“have the time and the interest, do go through the whole book 
and marvel with the knowledge that Grandin is autistic. 

She reminds us constantly about this, and says that itis 
her autism that makes her so good as an animal behaviorist. 
Autistics think more often in visual images than in abstract 
language, and Grandin says this is probably the way animals 
function as well. 

This explains why autistics can become so fixated—with 
the electric fan, for example, or particular sounds. A friend of 
mine told me recently her autistic brother has to have a radio 
or television on all the time, even if he doesn't actually listen 
orwatch. 

These fixations can work to the advantage of autistics. For 
example, Grandin suggests that non-autistics working on X- 
ray machines for security checks of luggage will eventually 
tire, seeing everything as clutter, while autistics will still be. 
able to see through the mess. Its a similar principle that 
works with security dogs. They're fixated on finding drugs, 
or weapons, and can do this the whole day. 

Tm going to use parts of Grandin's book for my anthropol- 
ogy students as well because the book tells us as much about 
humans as about animals. Grandin’s book helps us to come 
to terms with how much we're wired, wanting to run when 
we see a growling dóg for example; on the other hand, we al- 
so realize how we (and animals) can also work on different 
“circuits,” how we can be rewired. 

Grandin also reminds me of the very common misconcep- 
tion that we're sitting on the top of the evolutionary scale, 
We like to think our brains evolved to make us reflective and 
wise, but this has not been without trade-offs: being “con 
scious” and “rational” also means we also have to deal with 
more anxieties and apprehensions. Ironically, it is this ratio- 
nality that sometimes drives us to lash out in fear or in anger, 
even as we claim to be civil and civilized. As we learn more 
about animals and their worlds, we just might realize that 
what we often contemptuously call the “animal” in us might 
actually be all too uniquely human, 


‘Vet conference 
‘The Veterinary Practitioners Association of the Philippines 
(VPAP) will hold its annual convention at the Wack Wack 
Country Club on June 1 and 2. Call the УРАР office at 
9266603 and 4103809 for more information, or go directly 
to Wack Wack for on-site registration, 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
#INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The DILG through its Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) invites 


service contractors to apply for eligibility and to Bid for the hereunder 
project: 


NAME OF PROJECT | Provision of Janitorial and 
Sanitation Services for the 
Calendar Year 2006 for the 
Department of the Interior and 
Local Government located at A. 
Francisco Gold Condominium I, 
EDSA corner Mapagmahal Street, 
Diliman, Quezon City 

Approved Budget for 
the Contract (ABG) 


Contract Duration 


Php 3,500,000.00 
August 1 — December 31, 2006 


Prospective bidders should have experience in a similar 
undertaking for at least five years with an amount of at least 50% of 
the proposed project for bidding, and have key personnel and 
equipment (owned, leased or under purchase) available for the 
{prosecution of the project. The Elgibilty Check / Screening as well 
BS the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary 
“развлай" criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall 
be conducted. 

Criteria for the eligibility check of the prospective bidders 
examination and evaluation of bids and post-qualification and all 
matters relevant lo this procurement shall be in accordance with 
Republic Act No. 9184 (The Government Procurement Reform Act) 
and its implementing Rules and Regulations. 


The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 
Issuance of Bid Documents June 4 - 14, 2008 
Pre-Bid Conference. June 23,2006 
Submission/Opening/Evaluation of Bids - June 28, 2006 
Post qualification July 3-17, 2006 
Notice of Award. July 21, 2006 


Bid documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of Three Thousand Five Hun- 
dred Pesos (Php 3, 500.00) only to the DILG Cashier. 

The complete set of Eligibility Requirements and Bid Documents 
may be obtained at the Bids and Awards Committee (ВАС) - Secre- 
апа! c/o Mr. Reynaldo Bungubung, BAC Secretariat Head (Tele- 
phone No. 9266256). Eligibility Documents, Technical and Financial 
Proposals shall be placed in a separate and marked sealed enve- 
lope addressed іо ASEC AUSTERE A. PANADERO, Bids and Awards 
Committee, Chairman, clo BAC-Secretariat and dropped in the bid 
box located at the OSEC Conference Room, 10^ Floor A. Francisco 
Gold Condominium І, EDSA corner Mapagmahal Street. Diliman, 
Quezon City. Deadline of Submission and receipt of Eligibility, Tech- 
nical and Financial requirements shall be on June 28, 2006 at the 
ОЗЕС Conference Room. 

The DILG reserves the right fo reject any or all bids or offers 
which it may consider to be disadvantageous and not beneficial to 
DILG or waive any defect ог informality therein. Further, the DILG 
‘assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 


и 


AUSTERE A. PANADERO 


килы ашды Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 
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Courage, 20, to go on 
fighting corruption 


LAST MAY 12, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
re-fled its fabricated case of rebellion against 
the Batasari 5 and other leaders of progressive 
organizations. As if it would help prop up their 
already defeated arguments, the DOJ prosecu- 
tors included in their conspiracy theory several 
egal democratic people's organizations, among 
them, Gabriela, the League of Filipino Students 
and the Confederation for Unity, Recognition 
and Advancement of Government Employees 
(Courage) in their list of communist fronts. 

For Courage, being labeled anew as a com- 
munist front by the Arroyo administration at 
this time is not a surprise. This May, Courage, 
the forerunner of genuine public sector union- 
ism in our country, celebrated its 20th found- 
ing anniversary. Upon its establishment in 
1986, Courage was labeled by the Aquino and 
Ramos administrations asa Left-leaning group 
and a member of the National Democratic 
Front, to scare off the employees and silence 
the growing opposition against their anti-em- 
ployees and anti-people policies. Courage's 
"unprecedented growth through the years is a 
testimony that the "Red scare” tactic miserably 
failed. Thanks to its more than 200 unions and 
300,000 members nationwide, Courage can 
now claim its the biggest and most credible 
vanguard of government employees’ interests. 

This time around, Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and the Arroyo administration, re- 
hashed the old “CPP front organizations” line 
in ће "Know Your Enemy" briefing paper of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines. The docu- 
ment kicked off the Arroyo administration's 
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most brutal and systematic assault on progres- 
sive people's organizations, which continues to. 
this day, without any sign of abating. And to 
justify its immoral, illegal and "Marcosian" tac- 
tics, the Arroyo administration labels anybody 
who does not agree with its actions as a desta- 
bilizerorcoup plotter. 

Courage's only "sin" is that it asked for Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's resignation. 
Courage maintains that the bureaucracy can- 
not serve the people well if government deci- 
sion-makers face serious allegations of graft 
and their mandate is under question. 

In maligning Courage, Gonzalez in effect as- 
sails its programs against graft and corruption, 
and against misgovernance—programs that 
government employees have been solidly sup- 
porting for two decades now. 

We are proud to be part of this league of pa- 
triotic organizations. Our fellow “fronts” have 
burgeoning memberships and prestigious rep- 
'utations, chiefly because they continue to pro- 
mote and defend the people's rights and wel- 
fare. That we have been tagged as the govern- 
ments chief critic is an achievement and 
proves Courage's service to the people. If we 
must face persecution, we shall engage Gonza- 
lezand the Arroyo administration willfully and 
vigorously with our treasured badge of 
courage. 

FERDINAND В. GAITE, 

national president, 

Confederation for Unity, Recognition and 
‘Advancement of Government Employees 
(Courage), 9A K-F Street, Kamuning, QC 


False warnings about not being ‘cut’ 


CONGRATULATIONS TO MICHAEL L TAN 
for another excellent column on male circum- 
cision. (‘Summer's rituals,” PDI, 5/17/06) 

We should treat with great caution every 
Чат that circumcision protects people 
against this or that disease, because time after 
time it has been found to be quite useless. 

There is a widely reported claim that cir- 
cumeision protects women against НІМ 
study on which that claim was based did not 
actually reach statistical significance. In the 
latest study of men in South Africa, the men 


who were cut were given safe-sex warnings 
that the men Чей intact” were not given. 
‘Another study was trumpeted because none 
of the cut men in it caught HIV. Not mentioned 
was that one-third of the cut men recruited for 
the study couldn't be used because they al- 
ready had HIV 
Men who are supot should hold their heads 
up high. They will enjoy sex more and they will 
be better lovers. 
—HUGH YOUNG, 
ugh@buzz.net.nz 


Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 


cate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied. 
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Scary signals 


PRONOUNCEMENTS AND STATEMENTS 
from Malacañang send shivers down my spine. 
Tt all started with “1 will not run for the presi- 
dency in 2004." It was followed by the infa- 
mous “Iam sorry" 

Not to be outdone, administration congress- 
men did their part during the impeachment 
proceedings and turned the House of Repre- 
sentatives into a cockpit. Local officials came 
up with their own act and sang hosannas to 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo—for obvious rea- 
sons. 

Military and police officials also did their 
part. AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga 
declared: “Civil war (Oplan Hackle) was pre- 
vented.” The police clamped down on Rep. 
Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel, Dinky Soliman and 
The Daily Tribune, then’ assured the public 
they were merely being protected from danger. 
PNP Director Vidal Querol said that Randy 
David was arrested not because of 1017 but 
because of Batas Pambansa 880. He surely 
sounded as if he had never heard of the Bill of 
Rights. 

Right after Lent, GMA rallied the people: 
“Let us unite for God and country.” She surely 
has a funny way of showing her passion for 
drama, How can she rally the people behind 
her when her own credibility is in a shambles? 
We need a leader whom we can be proud of. A 
leader to emulate. 

GMA and company's main objective is—to 
borrow the words of a former UP dean of 
Law—'to legitimize the tainted mandate of 
СМА” Rep. Alan Peter Cayetano, when asked 
about Charter change, said: “Let us have re- 
form and change for God and country and not 
forGloria and company.” 

As expected, the Mayuga Report is turning 
out to be a doctored document. The biggest 
joke of course is the "peoples initiative." 
‘Speaker Jose de Venecia and its other propo- 
nents are dancing to the tune of “Santa Claus Is 
Coming To Town." 

Gone are the days of Quezon, Laurel, Rec- 
to, Roxas, Quirino, Romulo, Tahada, Diokno 
and their ilk, whose eloquence, intellect and 
remarkable statesmanship earned them and 
for us the respect of the community of na- 
tions. Where are the managerial expertise of 
Virata, Fernandez, Laya, Melchor, Azcuna, 
Tanco, Monsod, Henares and other tech- 
nocrats? 

How long are we going to contend with the 
likes of Bunye, Defensor, Gonzalez, Ermita, 
Teves, Saludo and, now, Puno who do nothing 
but mouth paeans to GMA and Don Miguel? 

But.what can we do? This is the Year of the 
Dog. 

May God save our country from dogs. 

ANTONIO в SANTOS, 
Georgetown, 
Barangay Rizal, Santiago City 
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СМА orders rebab 
of endangered buildings 


Frompage Al 

‘The President gave the order 
to the NDCC during a Cabinet 
meeting yesterday, Defense 
Secretary Avelino Cruz told re- 
porters. 

‘The Task Force on Building 
Inspection of the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
had identified the 60 defective 
buildings after inspecting a to- 
tal of 1,983 buildings in Metro 
Manila last month, 

The task force was formed 
last year following an earth- 
quake that devastated Pak- 
istan. It is tasked with deter- 
mining the condition of pub- 
lic buildings and bridges and 
with recommending mea- 
sures to improve them so 
they would have a better 
chance of standing 
earthquakes, 

Cruz, the NDCC chair, said 
the President wanted to give 
immediate attention to the 
schools on the list, particularly 
the six schools said to be in a 
critical state. 

"She said these schools 
should be retrofitted before 
school children are allowed to 
come in," he said. 

The defense secretary said 
the repairs could be done be- 
fore classes open in June. 

He said he would ask Que- 
топ City Mayor Feliciano Bel- 
monte to have the local gov- 
ernment shoulder the cost of 
repairing the buildings in the 
city on the list. 

Cruz also said Ms Arroyo 
had reiterated the need for the 
holding of earthquake drills in 
schools nationwide. The drills 
will be conducted a week after 
the opening of classes. 


Alarm bells 

In Manila, earthquake and 
alarm bells will likely be ring- 
ing in all elementary and high 
schools when classes open on 
Monday amid fears that the 
Philippines will likely be hit Бу 

ta strong quake similar to th 
which jolted Indonesia on Sai 
urday. 

™ Mayor Lito Atienza has in 
structed school officials to con- 
duct the drills. 

“We have to keep our peo- 
ple, especially the young ones, 
aware of what they should do 
during these times,” Atienza 
told the ноля 

He said drills would also be 
conducted in local government 
offices. 

During the drills, the stu- 


dents will be told to hide under 
tables and in corners, and to 
evacuate in an orderly manner 
to open areas. They will also be 
taught basic fire drills, the 
mayor said. 

Atienza said inspections 
would establish whether build- 
ings were made of substandard 
materials. 

"We are living in a country 
located on an earthquake belt. 
‘We do not want to experience 
the same devastation that hap- 
pened in Indonesia,” Atienza 
said. The 6.3-magnitude quake 
in Java, Indonesia, killed more 
than 5,000 people. 

The Philippines, just like In- 
donesia, sits on what is com- 
monly referred to as the Pacific. 
"Ring of Fire,” a zone of fre- 
quent earthquakes and vol- 
canic eruptions that encircles 
the Pacific Ocean basin. 

About five quakes hit the 
country every day, but few, if 
any, are felt. 


Araullo High School 

The Task Force on Building 
Inspection said at least three 
schools (Araullo High School, 
Manila High School and Manuel. 
A. Roxas High School) and two 
sports facilities (Quirino Grand- 
stand and Rizal Memorial Sports 
Complex) in Manila needed ur- 
gent detailed evaluation. 

"We have already improved 
the condition of most of these 
establishments but, neverthe- 
less, we welcome the warning 
given to us by the DPWH. Rest 
assured that we're taking the 
necessary actions,” Atienza said. 


Abandoned buildings 

However, the mayor called 
оп the DPWH and the owners 
of abandoned private buildings 
to demolish the structures be- 
cause these posed a danger to 
the public. 

He cited the Veteran's Bank 
Building in the Port Area, the 
Royal Hotel on Carlos Palanca 
Street and the Luneta Hotel on. 
TM. Kalaw Avenue, among 
other buildings. 

"These are abandoned 
buildings,” Atienza said. "Un- 
inhabited structures tend to be- 
come brittle as the years pass, 
and this is dangerous.” 

In Malacafang, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
the administrators of other 
buildings on the list prepared 
by the task force would be 
asked to rehabilitate their 
structures. 


INVOKING THE DIVINE, President Arroyo leads the prayers before the start of the Cabinet-Neda meeting at the Palace on Tuesday. унион: 


Gloria loses temper with DepEd head 


From page Al 
discrepancy is too big,” Ms Ar- 
royo told Hidalgo. 

Hidalgo said she used the pupil- 
classroom ratio of 45 to 1 in her 
report. This prompted the Presi- 
dent to raise her voice as she told 
the acting education secretary 
that they had previously agreed to 
use the ratio of 100 to 1. 

"So what is the shortage now if 
we use what was agreed on last 
year?” Ms Arroyo asked. 

"We only have a few shortages 
right now,” Hidalgo replied. 

“Exactly, exactly. I mean we have 
to present our accomplishments on 
that... we've always been attacked 
every year for the shortages... [but] 
ме have been meeting the short- 
age,” Ms Arroyo said. 


Media asked to leave 
Hidalgo agreed that the govern- 
ment was meeting the classroom 
shortage but Ms Arroyo quipped: 
"Thats not what it appears here." 
At this point, the President 
called for discussions to be de- 


ferred “until you come up with 
where are the [classroom] short- 
ages even with two shifts." 

The President asked the media 
to leave the room. The press had 
been invited to watch Hidalgo's 
presentation. 

Hidalgo then left the Cabinet 
meeting and went back to her of- 
fice to "correct some of the points 
raised by the President," accord- 
ing to Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michel Defensor. 

Defensor said Ms Arroyo insist- 
ed on using the pupil-classroom 
Tatio of 100 to 1 because this was 
а directive she gave last year in 
response to the problem of class- 
room shortages. 

"Because if you peg the ratio at. 
45 to 1, you will miss the more 
critical areas where you will need 
aratio of 100 to 1," he said. 


My mistake 

Hidalgo later held a news con- 
ference and told reporters she 
had made an "error" in her pre- 
sentation—there was no shortage 


ofclassrooms after all. 

She said she made a mistake 
when she referred to 6,832 as the 
mumber of classroom shortages, 
when in fact, this was the number 
of schools the government was 
building this year. 

The ideal ratio would be one 
classroom for every 45 pupils, Hi- 
dalgo said. This was why the gov- 
ernment continued to build more 
dassrooms. 

There would be 2,600 class- 
rooms ready by June and another 
1,000 by September, she said, 
adding that “the extra bulk would 
be addressed by using the double 
single session scheme.” 


Is there a shortage? 

Asked if there actually was a 
classroom shortage, Hidalgo 
said: “Using the double single 
session, you will be able to have 
classrooms for all students." 

"There is no shortage if you use. 
this particular intervention where- 
in teachers who have a ratio of 100 
to I will be divided into two ses- 


sions, one in the morning and the 
other in the afternoon," she said.” 

Hidalgo said there were 
schools that were "still very con-i 
gested" but they would be moni 
tored. 1 

She also said the congestion in? 
the public schools was caused by 3 
the transfer of students from рге 
vate schools. 


Vouchers 

Hidalgo said the President had. 
set aside P500 million for educa- 
tion vouchers which would allow, 
graduates of public elementary; 
schools to enroll in private high * 
schools and would help decon- 
gest the public high schools. 

Hidalgo acknowledged that Ms 
Arroyo was “upset.” 

For her part, the acting educa- 
tion secretary said she “felt sorry 
for myself” У 

Asked if the incident could cost ` 
her permanent appointment as 
education secretary, Hidalgo said: 
"It doesn't matter. What matters is 
we do what we ought to do now.” 
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BADJAO MATS: More fascinating 
than those churned out by our so- 
called abstractionists. 
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YAKAN WEAVE: One of the loveliest and 
the most intricate fabrics to make in all 
the tribes of Mindanao. 


BULUL: The 
real thing 


Heritage disaster: Native craftsmen ... 


From page Al 

In a souvenir shop at the Baguio Public 
Market, we also found a Micronesian tiki god 
in rosewood, a block of polished prime hard- 
wood as big as two fists finely sculpted and 
being sold for an incredible P35. Again, we 
were told it was an export overrun. 


Is this good or bad? Economically, yes—but 
culturally it's questionable. 

The craftsman's family is guaranteed in- 
come and livelihood, but we rue the day when 
his great-grandchildren can no longer distin- 
guish—from this assortment of gods and 
monsters—the true god of their ancestors. 


A similar adulteration of culture is happen- 
ing among the Tagbanua of Palawan. At sou- 
venir shops їп Puerto Princesa, you would 
find kamagong figurines of the Tagbanua 
pregnant woman and the Igorot thin man, be- 
ing sold side by side. This could only mean 
that the natives have been forced to create 
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PALAWAN WEAVER Rachel Sabanis, 18, 
uses dyed buri fiber for making a placemat. 
She earns P23 for every meter she produces 
of this particular product. RON 


icons, but not their own, to sell to tourists. 

So now we're bewildered as to which be- 
Jongs to whom, as we're confronted by a jum- 
ble of tribal motifs and ethnic patterns rang- 
ing from Mangyan to Cordilleran, even Mus- 
lim, in the metal- and woodcraft, beadwork, 
jewelry and textiles at any such shop. 

The rainmaker, a Palawan cultural legacy, 
has been so bastardized and mass-produced 
for tourists that this hieratic bamboo instru- 
ment must have already lost its charm with 
the gods. Perhaps, the gods won't even bother 
to send rain to the parched land. 

To top it all, native craftsmen are being 
robbed blind by traders, A carved mandala 
table of rosewood you can get for P800 in a 
woodcraft factory in Ifugao, can soar to over 
P7,000 ina trade fair in Metro Manila. 

А walking cane of dark polished hard- 
wood, copper-tipped, etched with ethnic 
motifs and inlaid with mother-of-pearl, 
which subcontracting craftsmen give to 
middlemen for P100, is being sold for P250 
at souvenir shops in Puerto Princesa, and 
about P3,000 in sporting-goods stores in 
Metro Manila 

And these traders have the gumption to 
market the handiwork at prohibitive prices by 
invoking the intricacy of their make and the 
difficulties the craftsmen went through to 
produce them. 


Synthetic dyes, yarns 

„Meanwhile, in Basilan, the Yakans are be- 
ing displaced by intermittent conflicts be- 
tween the military and insurgents. Many of 
this island's natives have fled to Zamboanga. 
City across the strait, bringing their culture 
along. 

‘The Yakan weave is one of the loveliest, 
most intricate and most difficult to make fab- 
rics in all the tribes of Mindanao. With its vi 
brant colors and complex patterns, it is also 
one of the most expensive. The weavers get 
their inspiration from their natural surround- 
ings such as the rainbow, leaves, fish, but 
most especially, the skin of the python. 

Zamboanga's local government has put up 
a Yakan Village in the city’s outskirts where 
dislocated aborigines can continue working 
cn their looms and keep stalls to display their 
wares to tourists. 

‘They used to produce their weave from abaca 
and pineapple fibers, using brilliant dyes from 
the juices of jungle plants (all organic raw mate- 
rials), But marker demand has made it necessary 
for them to use synthetic dyes and yams. Com- 
pare the old and new fabrics and you'd readily 
notice the difference by feel and sight. 

So it's not just the piña of Aklan or the 
hablon of Iloilo. The bleak plight of native 
weavers is general in all the land. And we're 
killing their art softly with either technology, 
commercialism and tourism, or by sheer dis- 
interest and neglect. 


Badjao mats 

Zamboanga City has also a Badjao Village, 
where these gypsies of the sea are now land- 
locked. During normal times, with nothing to 
do while their houseboats drift at sea, most 
Badjao women spend hours weaving mats out 
of pandan or the seaweed agar-agar. 

Such beautiful mats we haven't seen except 
maybe those from Basey, Samar. Both are ex- 
travagantly designed and sumptuously col- 
огей, with the obvious difference that Samar 
mats are filled with figures while Badjao mats 
are pure abstraction. And Samar mats are fin- 
ex, softer, more delicate, as they're woven 
from the swamp grass tikog. 


Mass-produced 

We have also visited the Badjao Village in Bon- 
gao in Tawi-Tawi, and we notice a difference in 
design with those of Zamboanga, though both 
are woven by Badjao. The Zamboanga mats look. 
mass-produced for tourists, mere pattems of 
squares and stripes with two or three hues to a 
piece. The Bongao mats appear dreamed up, one 
of a kind, aswirl with colors, curves, zigzags, 
straight lines and unleashed imagination, 

In Bongao, the seafaring people's craft is 
more expensive but we bought our mats there 
and never haggled. You can have these mats 
framed and displayed in the sala (living 
room), and we guarantee they're more fasci- 
mating (sorry!) than those churned out by 
many of our so-called abstractionists. 

We are surrounded by treasures but we 
take them for granted and we're losing them 
soon. It may be imperceptible, but this slow 
annihilation of culture is real. 
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CBCP head asks GMA: Protect Ati folk 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. the Atis but also for other indige- structures are being constructed саге of ancestral domain title or cial member Jose Yap, and the 
PDI Visayas Bureau nous cultural communities in the оп the lots they occupy the САРТ) are still pending with the family of Aklan Rep. Florencio 
country as well as (indigenous prelate said. NCIP" Miraflores. 
TE. people) workers and advocates. “In effect, the situation that the ‘The permanent injunction was The President last year 
ILOILO CITY—THE PRESIDENT OF THE CATHOLIC ровень our joy was short-lived Atis cannot freely and conve- issued against holders oftax dee... promised the Ati leaders that they 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) has by reports К the Atisare still niently move in and out of their larations claiming ownership of will not be evicted on the islahd 
" | in danger of losing their homes homesismakinga mockery ofthe the lands the Atis occupy. but will be relocated to onè- 
called on President Macapagal ‘Arroyo end the despite said judgment,” said Lag- judgment rendered by the Re- "The Atis have a pending appli- hectare lot within the 80-hectare 
eviction of the Ati community on Boracay Island. dameo. ‘gional Hearing Office,” said Lag- cation for the issuance of a САРТ Eco-Tourism Village on the island 
Citing the reports from church dameo. claiming they are the first inhabi- but the transfer has not been im- 
Ina one-page letter dated Мау indangerofbeingevicted despite workers staying with the Atis, In its decision released on tants of the 1,032-hectare island- plemented. 
15 hao Archbishop Angel Lag. the ruling of the Regional Hear. Lagdameo said the Аш have April 29 by NCIP hearing officer resort. It was filed on Feb. 23, "...May we request Your Excel 
omeo called the Presidents at- ing Office of the National Com- complained that they have no Sulpicio Gamosa Jr, the NCIP 2000. lency's kind and immediate 
tention to continued threats to re- mission on Indigenous Peoples pathway to their homes due to barred the eviction of the indige- The community has been tention to this matter, taking itito 
move the Atis from their commu- (NCIP) ordering a permanent in- the construction of a concrete nous people, stressing that the threatened of eviction from the account the rights of the indige- 
nity in Sitio Bolabog in Barangay junction against claimants of the fence in their village. Atis “cannot be summarily relo- one-hectare land they are occu- nous peoples are provided by Re- 
Balabag, one of three villages of lands that the Atis occupy. The Atis are also being individ- cated without their free, prior pying at the northern end of the public Act 8371 or the Indigenous 
the island-resort. “Indeed, such judgment was a ually convinced with payment of- and informed consent, at least island. The lots are being claimed Peoples Rights Act (Ipra),” said 
Lagdameo said the Айз are still cause for jubilation not just for fers to leave the village while until their petitions for (сегіб- by Aniceto Yap, brother of provin- Lagdameo. 


Woman driver raises eyebrows in tough, steep route люн 


шал 

By Delmar Cariño Lipa's freedom park 

вы LIPA CITY—In compliance with the Supreme Court ruling on the calibrated 

pre-emptive response policy the city council has designated the open space 

LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—IT p between the Lipa City National High School and the Lipa City Youth and Cul- 

takes a lot of muscles, grit and е tural Center in Barangay 2 as Lipa's freedom park for rallies and mass 

кез ича леше ae | B | demonstrations. The place has become the usual venue for political parties’ 

appar pnd mane à Tallies in past elections. The High Court ruled on Apri 20 that local govem- 

а, | ments should name at east one freedom park within 30 days after the deci- 

that passes through steep moun- 3 sion, in compliance with the Public Assembly Act. 

tains from here to Buguias ү 4 Marlon Alexander Luistro, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 

town. 

Thats why when Gladys 3 gov't troops wounded 

а iet CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Three government troops, including two Cit- 

ee j izens Armed Forces Geographical Unit (Cafgu) members, were wounded 

ае ы when suspected New People's Army rebels raided an Army detachment in 
ued ка Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro on Sunday. Police identified the wounded 

nidad route, many male drivers personnel as Cpl. Ronald Castro and Cafgu members Arman Ordenes and 

raised eyebrows. Renato Flores. Genio said about 20 NPA members fired at members of the 
They cannotbe blamed. . Alpha Co. ofthe Army's 80th Infantry Battalion in Barangay Casague, Sta. 
Standing five feet and an inch Cruz at about 11:30 p.m. He said the government troops repelled the rebels 

and weighing only 120 lbs., who withdrew to the mountains after a one-hour gunfight. 

bape so frail to к to Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 

tow 11 passengers in her van 


through Mt. Trails dangerous P2M in hardware hijacked 
and devious slopes. 2 CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Suspected highway robbers hijacked a de- 
Today however, Edoc has livery truck containing P2 million worth of hardware supplies along the na- 
logged more than 2,000 km in her $ j tional highway in Sta. Rosa City on Sunday. Police sald Julio Morante, 45, 
more than 10 trips along Mt. Trail, ky i was driving the truck along the highway in Barangay Dita when a van with- 
making her Benguet’s first woman. # ош license plate blocked its path at about 1 a.m. The suspects got off from 
driverforcommuteryans. оз е 8 the van and ordered Morante and four truck helpers at gunpoint to get off 
"We were quite reluctant to ac- i from the trudk. The suspects then tied the victims, brought them inside the 
‘cept her in our association since van and dumped them in Barangay San Francisco, Bin, Laguna. Con- 
‘she is a woman,” said Menard cerned residents helped the victims who immediately reported the hijacking 
Mauricio, president of the Abatan- to the police. Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
М 4 “1 | Germans death probed 
DA. EDOC in her van. casutcamoroinormenuzonsiseas | KALAYAAN, Laguna— Police are investigating the sudden death on May 23 
не wie Deren and ot a German national residing in this town with his partner. Authorities said 
tough. A male driver went with She is a part time third year five. Her parents, Galbones and about a woman truck driver that Heiko Hans D. Puhe, 48, a native of Germany and resident of Purok б. 
her during her first trip and she student of a nursing school in Leonora, are farmers and na- many years ago but not like Barangay San Juan here complained of severe back i anoe gasping 
proved she could doin hesaió. Urdaneta City tives of Buguias, oea Eriaren | М a aaa 
уйне could dole! Ср оаа ber bumile Il. secs diving bs се | We a dam оо DE са т 
DAs members driving 100 vans, course at the St. Louis Universi- seat van and earns P800 per attention of the airwaves too. bes ber ere o ARD Pads FUP dass o Baa 
50 of which travél daily along ty in Baguio City in 2002 butshe trip. She takes at least two to Broadcaster Dominador j 
Mt. Trail, now known as Halse- landed low paying jobs. three trips a week to Buguias. Ропа keeps mentioning Edocs | Mindoro braces for typhoons 
ma Highway, together with oth- This summer, she saw to it But when her turn atthe load- name in his “Boses Ti Farmers" CITY OF CALAPAN--0: 

н riental Mindoro Gov. Arnan Panaligan has requested 
er vang from two other associa. that she would master the long ing area here would still be two (Voice of Farmers) programaired | the Department of Public Works and Highways to expedite the completion 
tions. and circuitous Halsema High- or three days away, she would nightly over radio station dzWT, | of the P66-million Aglubang-Ibulo River Dike before the next typhoon sea- 

Over the years, vans have com- way, which is normally traveled accept chartered trips outside citing her feat as an example of | son this July and August, as опу 30 percent of the project had been com- 
petedandreplacedregularbusesin а little over two hours from this Benguet, earning from P1,500 courage and determination. pleted as of May 13. Two major flood control projects have yet to be com- 
the provinces transport indusa capital town. to P5,000 depending on thedis- Ейс recalled her first few ted, the governor said. Panaligan sald 640 meters of the planned 2-km 

Ofall jobs, why driving? Edoc, though, is no stranger tance trips. ation dike was already constructed by the DPWH. He clarified that the P66 

Ейос' reply was crisp. She onthe road. She learned howto “1 have made trips to Subic, "Тһе passengers меге | milion for the project was with the DPWH. He said опу P9 million was re- 
wanted to prove that driving drive well when she was 13, La Union and Pangasinan. Ihave stunned to see me on the driv- leased as mobilization fund so that construction could start. 
was not solely a man's domain courtesy of her father, uncles yet to try Metro Manila though,” er's seat. Some were hesitant to Marciano Virola Jr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and that she needed to earn to and eldest brother, Allan. she said. ride but the barker assured them 
finish her nursing course. ‘She was allowed then tohold Board Member Sario Copas,a that I can drive well," she said. Landowners рау tax 

“I have been challenged by the steering wheel ofan old jeep native of Buguias, said it is his She said for the first S km into DUMAGUETE CITY—Many delinquent landowners in Negros Oriental have settled 
menwhodrvealonghemoun- and an Isuzu Elf truck, but only frsttimetohear abouta woman the trip, passengers would usu- | thr tax obligations out of fear tnat heir reai estate property most landholdings wl 
tains. I wanted to be one of inshortdistances. driver plying the Mt. Trail. “That ally watch her every move. be placed on public auction. Provincial Treasurer Danilo Mendez said many taxpayers 
them,” she зак When she turned 18 in 1995, would bea record,” he said. But after she would show how have settled their obligations because they did not want their properties to be auc- 

Butbesides taking the challenge, she immediately applied for a Ernest Dangwa, manager of she deftly steered the wheel and | tioned of andio be tagged as a tax evader or a delinquent taxpayer. He said several 
Edoc, is determined to become а student driver's license. Dangwa-Pine Tree Transporta- time her clutch and gear, “the pas- | landowners from Pamplona town paid more than 300.000 in real property taxes to 
nurse someday and go abroad. Mori а family of tion Co, said he had heard sengers would sitbck andsleep.” | епа weasuersofce on Tuesday. Mendez sal oher apap went a 


Journalists to wear black 
to protest unsolved murders 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. Pampanga, Laguna, Bacolod, since 1986 when democratic insti- 
PDI Visayas Bureau "Tacloban, Davao, Cagayan de Oro, tutions were restored, the courts 
Pagadian, Tarlac, Ormoc, Samar have resolved only five cases. 
ILOILO CITY--JOURNALISTS WILL General Santos and Ozamis. "We hold President (Macapa- 
today wear black and simukaneous- “Ме say: Enough is enough! Let gal-Arroyo) and her administra- 
iylighrcandlesin various pans ofthe us cease to be just observers and боп accountable for the murders 
country to condemn the continued recorders ofthe death of democra- of our colleagues under her watch 
kiling of journalists and to demand cy Let us unite and fight back the and the increasingly brazen man- 
justice for the victims. threats to our lives and liberties," ner in which they have been 
Dubbed "Media in Black (MIB),” фе NUJP said in a statement. killed," said Torres in a statement. 
the protest actions willbelead bythe Ваші, former vice mayor of 18 separate statements, intema- 
National Union of Journalists of the Puerto Princesa City and host of ational media organizations have al- 
Philippines (NUJP) and other media program at radio station dyPR of so condemned the killings and have 
organizations to express outrage at Radio Mindanao Network, was raised alarm over the worsening sit- 
the murder of Palawan broadcaster gunned down on May 22 while uation of journalists in the country. 
Femando "Dong" Batul. on his way to the radio station. “Enough is enough. The Philippines 
“Journalists in Manila will gather Не was the 42nd journalists . govemment must take suong action 
at the Boy Scouts Circle along Ti- killed since 2001 when Ms Arroyo to punish those responsible and instill 
тов and Morato Streets in Quezon came to power and the 79th since protections for media workers,” said 
City at 6 p.m. where they will light 1986, according to the NUUR Christopher Warren, president of the 
candles and hold a short program. МШЈР spokesperson Jose Tor- International Federation of Joumaliss — T “Wo. И 
in flo City journaliss led by the res Jr. said the death toll of jour- (IR). IR) has around 500000 mem- | A CALL FOR RESPONSIBILITY 
МОР will assemble at the grounds nalists under the Arroyo adminis- bers worldwide. 
of the lloilo provincial capitol. Simi- tration “has already far out- "Ному many more journalists 
Jar protest actions are expected tobe stripped the 34 claimed by the have to die in the Philippines before 
held in other areas including Baguio, 14-year (Marcos) Dictatorship.” фе president acts to stop the sense- 
Subic, Lucena, Sorsogon, Albay, "Torres said that of the 79 cases less slaughter?” Warren added. 


" ^ a ^ 


Nl SUSORBETAPOSOUTHERNLLZON BUREAU 
Fr. Мое de los Santos, rector of the Mater Salutis Seminary in Daraga, Albay is seated beside Julito 
Sarmiento, a representative of the Lafayette Philippines Inc. (LPI), during a rally calling for 
responsible mining in Legazpi City that was attended by at least 5,000 people. LPI was investigated 
for two mine spills in October last year and is struggling to have Из repaired systems tested. 
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Negros Trench 


SaucePhigoine inal ol Vocansiogy end Salamaiogy 


By Joey A. Gabieta and Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—AN EARTHQUAKE SHOOK 
some parts of Eastern Visayas yesterday morn- 


The 4.2-magnitude temblor, of tectonic 
origin, occurred at 11.37 a.m. with its epi- 
center located 78 km northeast of Catbalo- 
gan, Samar, according to Bobby Cañete of 
the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs). 

The quake was felt in Tacloban City at 3- 
magnitude and in Catbalogan and Calbayog 
cities, both in Samar, at 4-magnitude. 

No damage was reported. 

The quake was the second to be felt in the 
region after the 3.7-magnitude quake on May 
10 that resulted in power interruptions in the 
entire Visayas. 

Western Visayas has five major earthquake 
trigger points and the possibility of earth- 
quakes occurring there was very high, a disas- 
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.2-quake shake 


ter coordinating official said. 

Rosario Cabrera, director of the Regional 
Disaster Coordinating Council (RDC), said 
the major earthquake generators in the те- 
gion are the Negros Trench, West Panay Fault, 
Central Negros Fault, the zone of collision be- 
tween the islands of Palawan and Mindoro, 
and the Tablas Fault. 

“The possibility of having tremors in West- 
ern Visayas is high given the presence of these 
faults," she said. 

The 6.3-magnitude earthquake that 
hit Indonesia and left over 5,000 people 
dead should be a wake-up call for all Fil- 
ipinos, according to another disaster co- 
ordinating official. 

‘The Philippines lies in the so-called Pacific 
Ring of Fire that is prone to volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes. 

Priscilla Duque, assistant civil defense ex- 
ecutive officer and chief of the National Disas- 
ter Coordinating Council (NDCC) training di- 
vision, was in Bacolod City for the start of the 
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Congratulations, Graduates! 
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Saan man kayo mapapunta, sa Asya, Europa at Amerika 
sa Pinoy Care walang tatalo, Pinoy Care handog n'yo sa mundo. 


My warmest greetings to the graduating students of St. Augustine School of Nursing and 
АМА School of Medicine 


My administration is fully committed to open new job opportunities for new graduates ike 
you. But the iniciatives should come from you. There is no substitute for hard work if you 
really want to succeed in whatever you do. 


Even as your services would be needed by our country, be prepared to join thousands of our 
‘compatriots who are now working overseas and using their “Pinoy Care" expertise. 


‘Mabuhay ang mga bagong nagsipagrapos! 


GLORIA MACÁPAGAL-ARROYO 
Чет, Repubhc of the Philippines 


"Iba ang world-class Pinoy Carel" This is what you have achieved with St. Augustine School 
of Nursing and AMA School of Medicine, because that is what your Alma Mater has 
imparted to you. We are confident that you will bring with you the competence, prestige and 
honor of being parc of the AMA Education System. Stand tall my dear graduates because 
you will be the pride of this country - a generation to reckon with. Create the biggest vision 
for yourself because you will become what you have wished for and believed in. Your alma 
‘mater will see you through and always remind you ofthe ideals and values which willbe your 
guiding principles in facing all the challenges strewn on your path towards success! 


Congratulations and Mabuhay ang Pinoy Carel 


wan 


DR. AMABLE 


Chairmad Етапи, 
Ambassador, Special E 


AGUILUZ V 


Education Sytem 
ofthe President to the Guif Cooperation Council 


Erirállment Ongoing! 
all 373-3901; wc... 


‘Courses offered: BS Nursing + 2-year Practical Nursing» =. 
T-year Nursing Aide * 6-month Caregiving * Medical Transcription 
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JAMA 


School of Medicine 


Graduation Rites 
May 31, 2006, 1:30 pm 
PICC Plenary Hall 


Keynote Address: 

Hon. Nona S. Ricafort 

Commissioner, Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 
Inspirational Message: 

Hon. Rosalinda D. Baldoz 

Administrator, Philippine Overseas Employment Agency (POEA) 
Christian Bautista will pay tribute to the graduates of 
St. Augustine School of Nursing, AMA School of Medicine 
and to all Filipino healthcare providers here and around 
the world with a song created especially for them. 

Master of Ceremonies 

Donita Rose 


Equipped with knowledge and skills that you obrained from a premier training institution, 
you can now open the door to many professions and career opportunities. Whatever plans 
you have or make for your future, I am confident that the AMA Education System has given 
you the skills to do well and be successful in your jobs 


Congratulations, graduates! 


= 


=>. 
SECRETARY AUGUSTO ВОВОУ SYJUCO 
Director Genera, Тейиш! Education and ЗЫН Development Authority 


PEE 


“The time has come for you to start reaping what you sow. Seize this opportunity. Your alma. 
mater has prepared you to stand ош from the crowd and be a figure of excellence among 
Your peers and contemporaries, a beam of light among those you wil care and serve, and а 
Source of inspiration to your family and countrymen. My dear graduates, the whole AMA 
Education System joins you in celebrating this moment of glory as you have reached the 
stairway to the realization of your dreams) 


Mabuhay ang Pinoy Care, Mabuhay ang St. Augustine School of Nursing and AMA School 
of Medicine! 


И 
AMABLE C, AGUILUZ IX 
Presdent, AWA Educavon System 


Pinoy Care 


at work here and abroad, 
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Medical First Responder Course of the Nas 
tional Society for Earthquake Technology- 
Program for Enhancement of Emergency Re- 
sponse. 

‘The event is being conducted by the Amity 
Public Safety Academy (Apsa) at the Panaad 
Park and Stadium, 

The NDCC-Office of Civil Defense, rep- 
resented by Duque, and the Apsa, repre- 
sented by its administrator Carlos Gani- 
hong, signed a memorandum of agree- 
ment on Monday that designated Apsa to 
conduct courses on "Medical First Respon- 
der" and "Collapsed Structure Search and 
Rescue." 

Course participants are taught how to 
assess the condition of disaster victims, 
stabilize and prepare victims for transport 
to secure medical settings and to provide 
skills above the first-aid level, Duque 
said. 

“Collapsed Structure Search and Rescue” 
imparts skills in shoring unstable struc- 
tures, breaching barriers, keeping victims 
alive, lifting and moving objects, and locat- 
ing, securing and extricating victims, she 
added. 

Acting Gov. Isidro Zayco welcomed the 
disaster-preparedness training in the 
province, saying it is a must in order to save 
lives. 

He said the training being conducted in 
Bacolod was very significant in the wake of 
the earthquake that hit Indonesia last 
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2 slain men 
suspects in 
leftist’s killing 


(GENERAL SANTOS CITY—THETWO VICTIMS OF 
summary execution here on Friday tumed out to be 
suspects in the April 24 kiling of a peasant leader in 
a public market in Panabo City in Davao del Norte. 

Senior Supt Wille Dangane, chief of the Regional 
Intelligence and Investigation Division (АПР) of the 
Central Mindanao police command, identified the 
victims as Enrique Solon, alias Monching Cepeda, of 
Panabo, and Michael Buenaflr 25, of Tibal-og, both 
in Davao del Norte. 

Dangane said police found that Solon and 
Buenaflor were the prime suspects in the 
killing of Enrico Cabanit, 54, secretary general 
of the Pambansang Ugnayan ng mga Nagsasa- 
riling Lokal na Organisasyon sa Kanayunan 
(Unorka) and a farmer representative of the 
National Anti-Poverty Commission (МАРС). 

He said Solon and Buenaflor were guns- 
for-hire who were also suspects in a series of 
summary executions in this city 

The two were drinking outside their house 
in Labangal Village on Friday when motorcy- 
cle-riding men arrived and shot them. 

‘Members of the Panabo police, led by Insp. 
Wilfredo Fuerto, arrived Saturday with some 
members of the Solon family. 


Cases 

Fuerto confirmed to the local police that Solon 
had a pending murder case in a court in Panabo 
in connection with the killing of Cabani. 

Dangane said police still could not determine 
the motive for the killing or who was behind it. 

Та Pagadian City, Misamis Occidental Gov. 
Loreto Leo Ocampos said political killings 
were not the solution to the insurgency prob- 
Jem in his province. 

‘Ocampgs made the remarks as he expressed 
outrage over the killing of Jemias Tinambacan, 
а pastor of the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines and local Bayan Muna chair, 

‘The governor also told the military “to deal 
legally with leftists working in the ‘white area’ 
and combat with bullets those leftists operat- 
ing in the ‘red area.” 

‘On May 9, Tinambacan and his wife Marilou 
were on their way to Oroquieta City when mo- 
torcycle-riding men ambushed their van. 


Military ties 

Marilou identified one of the four suspects as 
Orland Guimalan, an alleged military asset resid- 
ing in Barangay Calaran in Calamba town where 
she used to work asa pastor in a UCCP Church. 

“Tam outraged by these political killings. The bat- 
tle against insurgency cannot be won by bulles but 
by winning the hears and minds of the people,” 
(campos told the Isque in a phone interview. 

Tn the past months, police stations in Sapang 
Dalaga and Sinacaban towns had been overrun 
by communist New Peoples Army (NPA) rebels, 

‘Two militiamen and a soldier were killed in the 
Sapang Dalaga raid on April ll and several 
firearms were taken by the rebels. Aquiles Zonio 
and Michael Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Aeta people like leaves on water: 


DR. RUFINO 
with Aeta of Sitio 


By Tonette Orejas 
San Marcelino, Zambales 


N MAY 1972, THE BUDDING 
anthropologist in Dr. Rufino Tima 


asked: “Who are the Aeta?” 

After 33 years of working with the tribe on 
Mt. Pinatubo, Tima, now 70, has drawn more 
real answers, enriching what the late Apo Pan 
Key-Ang painted of his people. 

"We, Aeta, are like leaves on the water; we 
go where the current takes us," the tribal 
priest then told Tima in his first days at Sitio 
Kakilingan at the Negrito reservation in San 
Marcelino, Zambales. 

Tima saw more because after two years of 
field research, he chose to stay on, work with 
them, and raise his family in their midst from 
the martial law era to the 1990s. 

He summed up everything in a 159-page 
book, “Leaves on the Water (The Struggle for 
Survival of Pinatubo Aeta).” 

Not only does the book provide rich 
glimpses into the life and changes in the 
tribe, especially how they coped with one of 
the world's biggest volcanic eruptions in the 
20th century. It provides a roadmap for de- 
velopment and disaster management work 
by tribes and suggests their roles in the 
country’s future. 

"[They] have something of value to 
share with all of us in the larger world,” 
Tima said. 

“That they were the first to inhabit the 
Philippines more than 20,000 years ago and 
continue to exist as a people to this day 
should say something about their culture 
and strategy of survival from which we 
could all learn,” the book's preface read. 


First encounter 

But this valuable array of insights would 
not have been possible had he not, in his 
‘own words, “decided to do something about 
the pressing problems among a people I felt 
close affinity with as 1 myself is a member of 
another indigenous group, the Kalinga of 
Northern Luzon.” 

Tima's first encounter with the Aeta re- 
vealed alot: Land dispute, violence by plan- 
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AN AETA woman is set to sell bananas in the lowland market. Towering behind her is Mt. 


Pinatubo before the 1991 eruptions. 


tation guards and corruption by the then 
Commission on National Integration. that 
leased out lands in the reservation to 
planters. x 
literacy, poor health, food shortage and 
ity issues plagued the people. 
But they were also receptive to changes. 
They practiced wet rice farming, used plow 
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Wild card’ tops P1-M poker tilt 


BAUTISTA with 


By Frank Cimatu 
Baguio City 


OUNG BAGUIO ENTREPRENEUR JO DEREK BAUTISTA IS, IN 
gambling parlance, a wild card. He only learned to play Texas Hold 
"Em Poker two years ago with his cousins. 


“1 don't really frequent the casinos and only 
go there to ogle,” the 28-year-old Bautista said. 

But when the smoke cleared in the Million- 
Peso Hold 'Em Poker Championship last 
month at the Airport Casino in Рагайадие 
City, Bautista won the golden championship 
bracelet and a P1-million prize. 

"This was the Philippine Poker Tours richest tour- 


nament yet, and it drew about 1,000 players 
around the counay with 160 making itto the finals. 
And in his biggest gamble yet, Bautista суеп 


winning cards. 


He said his priorities are the elderly, street 
children and wards of the city jail. 

Bautista is the grandson of the late Femando 
“Tatay” Bautista, founder of the University of 
Baguio and sports promoter. Derek used to head 
the FRB Foundation, which advocates sports 
promotion in the barangay level. He had helped 
provide sports equipment in the barangay. 

His main passion is bowling, so even he 
was surprised to have won a major poker 
tournament. “i entered through the back- 


PHOTOS FROM ARCHIVES OF SAUEL ANDRES 


and carabao, married lowlanders, and accep- 
ted modern medicines. f 

These were reasons enough for Tima to 
"agaw? teaching jobs in Quezon City and head 
the Ecumenical Foundation for Minority De- 
velopment (EFMD), which was formed by the 
Minority Development Committee that com- 
missioned the research. 

The EFMD trustees, he said, were mem- 
bers of five church groups. The Roman 
Catholic Church, Philippine Independent 
Church, Philippine Episcopal Church, Uni- 
ted Methodist Church, and the United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines worked 
together on the Negrito development project. 
starting 1975. 

"This was to introduce a "planned change" 
similar, he noted, to the Vicos project in Peru 
with the Maya Indians. 


9-day exposure 

The Aeta projects first year, consumed by 
consultations in 10 villages, ended with a 
nine-day exposure by 21 Aeta to the Ibaloi, 


Kankanaey, Bontoc, Kalinga, Ifugao and” 


Ikalahan communities. 

“Almost all of them brought home bundles 
of coffee, seedlings, vegetable seeds, brooms 
and other mementos. It provided real-life in- 
spiration,” Tima said. 

As they tackled to meet needs in improving 
livelihood, protecting the reservation, orga- 


nizing communities and the cooperative, im- 
proving health and nutrition and introducing 
education, the Aeta had to hurdle issues like 
choosing between carabaos and tractors in 
the field. <. 

When they selected carabaos, they did 
not know how to get loans for these, "My 
meeting with the manager of the local bank 
quickly settled the issue. With so many 
forms to accomplish and requirements to 
produce, including the need for collateral, 
Aeta farmers would simply not qualify" 
Tima said. 

The EFMD decided to start its own loan 
program for other things like seeds and tools, 

‘The Aeta found other uses for the carabao., 
It hauled bamboo sold in the market and was} 
made a bandi (dowry or gifts to the parents of, 
a bride). 

The tribe increased its participation in the} 
project by organizing the Aeta Development! 
Association. 


New outlook 

Eventually, a new outlook emerged. 

Tima said Pan Key-Ang, for instance, 
“viewed the benefits of development project 
not for what he can get for himself but for the! 
welfare of their children." 

"This is in sharp contrast to the prevailing, 
view of the Aeta, which is very much present- 
oriented,” Tima said. 

"To point out the Aeta justice system, Tima, 
devotes a chapter to several incidents that. 
took place during the martial rule when Aeta: 
were killed or abducted for being communist 
rebels or sympathizers. 

He said the tribe had martyrs in the defense 
ofits ancestral abode. 

А chapter tells of beliefs and practices. 
Kaingin or slash-and-burn farming, the tribal 
way, used to work this way until they went in- 
to settled farming. 

“Iris based on a well-established practice, 
of keeping the land in fallow to keep it sus-. 
tainable. It does not significantly damage 
the rainforest because the area is large and 
the Aeta population is relatively small,” 
Tima said. 

He said the Aeta concept of home “is not al 
house, itis a place." 

"Ir isla geographical area where, some- 
how, they feel they belong, where their chil, 
dren don't get sick often, and where they, 
feel at ease. Even if they transfer their house 
to another portion of this general area, it is 
as though they have only moved from one, 
room to another room of the same house 
hesaid. 

Aeta people also believe that they share the! 
abode with spirits that interact with them. 


Disaster 

Tima detailed the tragedy and the exodus 
of the tribal people that they blamed on the 
geothermal drilings of the Philippine Nation- 
2101 Corp. in Pinatubo, the abode oftheir de- 
йу, Apo Namalyari 

“The account on the rerum to Pinatubo and 
starting a resettlement site of their own tell oF 
the Aeta's determination to end the difficult 
life in evacuation centers, to start anew, and, 
to get back their land despite government in- 
difference. 

"Those taken to as far as Palawan and Nueval 
Ecija have returned 

"The Aeta and other indigenous people in| 
the country constitute the cultural linkage to} 
our precolonial past. They constitute the cul 
tural markers of this period in the nation's his. 
tory he said. 


INVITATION ТӨ APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


РМО 12.2006) 
(PMO Hiring of Financial Advisory Services for the Privatization of Philippine Postal Corporation) 


“Tho Privatization and Management Ottice("PMO" 
procure me serecas of a hnancil adwscr 
Corp. PMipast]  ° 


wa be erie to suba bids 


TA" connection win te prvatization of Philippine Postal 


The Approves Budge! for the Contract ABC") s FIFTEEN MILLION PESOS (15) io be paid by PMO and 
Chargeable against he success leo which shall nol exceed 76% 

РМО now cas for the submesion of Later of Intent LOW) rom potential ders to apply for agit and 
EMD (tng tot олса Acusar Serves interested FAS must suomi mer LOIS on or pelore 2 Juno 2006 
Won BNG am. to 40 pm. by hand. lo РМО-ВАС. and secure he Eigibty Documents and Shortsing 
Requrements боль for а minimal ao of P10,000.00. 

‘ppicatos lor eigbtty wil be evaluated on а non-discretionary 
Гос sccomptshes Espoaty Docemente and Sor звод Requirements shall be on the 
t ligibiiy Documenta on 8 June 2006, 10:00 а. 

Morat Cay Oniy mose found eigele ena be considered for shori Daing and only those Mat are shori Isted 


‘The short вы of prospective bidders shall not exceed five (5) FAs. The criaria and rating system for short 


General experiance of the FA. considonng both the overall experance ofthe frm and the 
а а of he рхои and key siat, including relevant expenence of the 


гош de Bs and Awards Commiteo ВАС. intends 


алаг basie The lai day for submission 
Y ino Opening 


Li tne Gm Floor. 104 Gambon St. Lagaspi Vilage 


ритора and kay sia rom previous employment 
Fiatzaton experience of ino FA. 

Quaticatons of personnel who may be assigned іо ће рода, 
Deainge of ine FA wit Ie Piüppina Government 


then decided to give the prize money to charity 

“Му friends were at first surprised about 
this. But my relatives said, ‘Oh. That's the 
Derek we know,” he said. 


door,” he said. 
When the winner of the Baguio 

make it to the finals, Bautista boug] E 
“I have a secret strategic plan which I tried 
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Bven before he could get hold of the money, 
he already donated to the hospital expense of 

a young cancer patient in Baguio. 
wo, ү Ваша surprised Paul 
aS  vynce Tungol, a yearand- 
PA. nine-month-old baby suffer 
BÓ. ing from acute myeloid lin- 
"NM age leukemia, аг the 
| Baguio General Hospital 
^^" and Medical Center recently 
with the promise to pay 
лао for his medicine and 
hospital expenses at 

ast for a month. 

He also planned to donate 100 blan- 


Pa 


x 
— Зы for the city's street children. 
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to follow throughout the contest,” he said. 

‘The plan must have worked because afier 
the first day of the tournament, Bautista was 
already leading. 

“Poker is a game of taking chances, but it is 
more a game of patience,” he said. “It may be 
mostly luck but learning the games of your 
opponents isa big help in my strategy.” 

Inthe end, Bautista met Ricky Sarmiento, а 
nurse, in the finals. They played eight times 
before the last game where Bautista had an 
ace and a king. 

Sarmiento bet al his moncy. 

‘The five cards dealt by the dealer did not 
produce a pair for the two finalists and 
Bautista's cards held up. 
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Chew to quit on World No Tobacco Day 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


1 IF YOU WANT TO QUIT SMOK- 
ing, chew gum. 

It's not new advice but local 
health experts believe it could 
convince Filipino smokers to 
quit if they would give nicotine 
gum another chance. 


Nicorette, a nicotine replacement therapy, 
was officially reintroduced to the Philippine 
marker yesterday, the eve of the commemora- 
tion of World No Tobacco Day. 

Like other nicotine gum brands, the prod- 
uct manufactured by pharmaceutical giant 
Pfizer supposedly works by helping smokers 
“calm the cravings” that normally go with the 
process of quitting. 

“Smoking is extremely addictive and it is 
the cigarette that initiates and sustains such 
addiction,” said Dr. Daniel Tan, president of 
‘Tobacco-Free Philippines. 


Severe withdrawal symptoms 

“When a person quits that habit, he experi- 
ences several withdrawal symptoms during 
abstinence which is only relieved by nicotine 
administration,” he said. 

Nicorette was introduced locally by a dif- 
ferent company in the 1980s but was pulled 
out after it failed to take off, according to Dr. 
Randy Canal, Pfizer's medical and regulatory 
manager. 

Pfizer has reintroduced the product, seeing 
that 30 percent of Filipinos 20 years old and 
above were smokers, according to the 2003- 
2004 National Nutrition and Health Survey 
(NNHeS). 


Adult smokers 

A separate survey commissioned by the 
drug company also showed that more than 30 
percent of adults in Metro Manila smoked, 
Canal said. 

In a press conference yesterday, Dr. Dante 
Morales, former president of the Philippine 
Heart Association, tried to dissuade people 

from smoking, noting that results of the 
Я NNHeS showed that smoking was the second 
4 risk factor in atherosclerosis. 

Citing another study, Morales said 5.8 per- 
cent of cardiologists and pulmunologists in 
the country were smokers. Only 29 percent of 
the respondents “routinely advised” their pa- 
tients to quit. 


Not cheap 

Sold at P20 per stick or P600 per pack of 
30, Nicorette gum is no cheap alternative 
to cigarettes, Canal admitted. “But in the 
Jong run, it will reap benefits for your 
health.” 

“Nicorette gum provides the body with 
the nicotine it craves without all the other 
harmful chemicals found in a cigarette 
such as tar and carbon monoxide,” accord- 
ing to Pfizer. 

The World Health Organization, mean- 
while, has accused the tobacco industry of 
misleading consumers into thinking some to- 
bacco products were less harmful than oth- 
ers. 

Descriptions like mild, light, low tar, full 
flavor, fruit flavored, chocolate flavored, nat- 
ural additive-free and organie did not make 
tobacco products safer, the WHO said in a 
statement yesterday. 


Health choices 

“All these products and practices are deadly 
and addictive and, thus, the absence of truth- 
ful information deprives even well-intended 
people of the ability to make health choices,” 
the WHO's Western Pacific chief Shigeru Omi 
was cited as saying, 

“The purpose of World No Tobacco Day 
2006 is to remove the deceit and unveil the 
truth behind tobacco products,” Omi said 
The theme of this years World No Tobacco 
Day is “Tobacco: Deadly in any form ot dis- 
guise." 

Оті called on governments in the region 
to enact stronger and wider regulation of 
tobacco products by implementing the 
WHO's Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control, the world's tobacco control treaty 
that is binding for most countries in the 
Western Pacific region, including Aus 
tralia, China, Japan, South Korea and Viet- 
nam. 

The WHO said smoking was the single 
biggest preventable cause of death world- 
wide, claiming 4.9 million lives a year. Smok- 


ers today number 1.3 billion, but their ranks 
will rise to 1.7 billion by 2025, based on the 
current rate of people being lured into the 
habit, it said. With a report from AP 
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this two-story dormitory in January. Eight persons were killed in the blaze. 


10 dormitories face closure 


No fire exits, safety equipment in establishments 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE MANILA GOVERNMENT IS SET TO 
Serve closure orders today to around 10 to 12 
dormitories or boarding houses, mostly in 
the Sampaloc area, for being fire traps. 

“The permits of these establishments 
would be revoked or suspended depending 
on their offenses," said Louie Manimtim, 
head of the committee on dormitories of the 
Office of the City Administrator. 

According to Manimtim, most of the estab- 
lishments they were targeting had exposed 
electrical wiring and did not have fire exits or 
fire protection equipment such as extinguish- 
ers, sprinklers and fire alarm systems 

Manimtim, however, refused to identify the 


dormitories and boarding houses because the 
city government has yet to serve the notices of 
closure on their owners. 

He added that the Bureau of Permits and 
Development Office, which will serve the no- 
tices, would only issue a temporary closure 
order to give owners enough time to install 
safety measures in their establishments be- 
fore classes open next week. 

“in the meantime, they would remain 
closed until after they comply with the gener- 
al safety requirements,” he said. 

Manimtim had earlier said that at least 
half of the 230 legitimate boarding houses 
and dormitories they had inspected had 
not complied with fire safety standards. 
‘The inspection was part of the city govern- 


ment's preparation for the resumption of 
classes. 

“This is one measure to protect our stu- 
dents, especially in the university belt area,” 
Councilor Emesto Dionisio, majority floor 
leader, had said in an earlier interview. 

Dionisio noted that a lot of boarding hous- 
es and dormitories in the city were old, 
crowded and had poor ventilation. 

In January, eight persons died in a fire that 
gutted a two-story apartment building in 
Manila's crowded Sampaloc district. 

"Then Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes later 
ordered an extensive inspection of student 
dormitories and boarding houses for possible 
violation of existing fire regulations and safe- 

randards. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


This is to inform the public that 
Ms. Ruby Rose M. Zapanta, 31 years 
old, a resident of Taytay, Rizal, whose 
photo appears herewith passed away 
оп May 11, 2006 as a result of a hit- 
and-run accident on May 08, 2006, at 
around 2 a.m. at the east-bound lane 
of Aurora Boulevard corner Anonas 
Street, Quezon City (in front of the 
World Citi Medical Center). Wit- 
nesses reported that the car involved 
was a white Toyota Corolla Altis. The 
family would appreciate any Intorma- 
tion from witnesses. Please coll 
0915-835-8728 (George Zapanta) or 
0927-398-6788 (Geneliza Adelan) 
Thank you. 


Introducing, the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan FREE Emergency Care Package! 
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CAGAYAN DE ORO COLLEGE, INC. 


NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS 


Please be informed that on 29 June 2005, your Board of Trustees 
approved and adopted resolutions to amend the Articles of Incorporation to 
increase the par value of the shares of stock of your Corporation from Ten 
Pesos (Php 10.00) per share to One Hundred Pesos (Php 100.00) per share. 
These resolutions were approved by the stockholders of the Corporation at 
their meeting held on 08 May 2006. 


The increase in par value will result in the reduction of the issued and 
outstanding shares of your Corporation and a reduction in the number of 
shares that you currently own and/or hold but the value of your shares will be 
maintained. This will also result in stockholders of the Corporation as of 08 
May 2008 holding fractional shares. As an example, if a stockholder owns 
158 shares with a par value of Php 1,580.00 after the increase in par value, 
the same stockholder will own fifteen (15) shares with a par value of Php. 
1,500.00 and a fractional share of 0.8 share valued at Php 80. However, the 
fractional share will no longer be considered as issued and outstanding. 


In the case of a stockholder as of 08 May 2006 owning less than 100 
shares, said stockholder will end up owning only a fractional share and will 
no longer be considered a stockholder of the Corporation but will continue to 
hold a fraction share. 


In the same resolutions of the Board approved by the stockholders, it 
was resolved that stockholders who will end up with fractional shares shall 
have the option to complete their fractional shares into whole shares at the 
price equivalent to Php 100.00 per share. In the example provided above, 
the stockholder who will own 0.8 fractional share may pay Php 20.00 to 
complete his/her one (1) share. 


The payment for the said subscriptions to complete stockholders’ 
fractional shares into whole shares may be made on or before 21 June 2006 
at the following locations: 


Cagayan de Oro College, Inc. 
Max Suniel St., Carman 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Misamis Oriental 


Contact person : 
Telephone no. 


Ns. Cecile Laguna 
(088) 858-3880 


or 


Phinma Education Network 
12th Floor, The Phinma Plaza 
39 Plaza Drive, Rockwell Center 
Makati City 


Contact person : 
Telephone no. 


Ns. Roselle Obedoza 
(632) 870-0136 

Please note that the foregoing increase in par value and the 
corresponding amendment of Article Seventh of the Articles of 


Incorporation are subject to the approval of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 


(PO-Mey 3.2008 
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firearms campaign 


By JocelynR. Uy 


THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 
Police Office (NCRPO) has renewed 
its crackdown on loose firearms fol- 
lowing recent incidents of killings of 
militant leaders and journalists in the 


past months. 


Ina letter of instruction, Director Vi- 
dal Querol, NCRPO chief, ordered the 
heads of the буе Metro police districts to 
эку implement “Oplan Katapat,” a 
‘campaign against holders of unlicensed 
firearms or those who bring their li- 
censed guns outside their homes with- 


‘out the necessary permit. 


“In order to deter violence, the prob- 
Jem regarding the proliferation of loose 
firearms and the (unrelented) use of li 
censed ones should be immediately ad- 


dressed,” Querol said. 


Не added that the spate of unsolved 


killings of joumalists, party-list mem- 
bers and former rebels—which were 
“being sensationalized by the me- 
dia”—have caused embarrassment to 
the govemment, especially to the Philip- 
pine National Police. 

The campaign will target unlicensed 
or improperly documented guns owned 
by officials or personnel of law enforce- 
‘ment agencies such as the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines and other national 
agencies. Also included are local gov- 
emment units as well as private armies 
and organized crime groups, said 
Querol. 

“It shall likewise be directed not only 
against unlicensed firearms but also 
firearms covered with a license or mem- 
orandum receipt (that are) carried out- 
side of residences without a proper per- 
mit or authorization,” he added. 

Licensed gun holders need a permit 


Binondo schools’ 


conversion opposed 


By Tina б. Santos 


TEACHERS AND STUDENTS OF 
two public high schools in Binon- 
do, Manila, will hold rallies when 
classes reopen next week to 
protest their relocation to anoth- 
ег area to give way for the con- 
struction of commercial estab- 
lishments. 

The transfer of the Rajah Su- 
layman and Jose Abad Santos 
High Schools to another site 
seemed likely after the City Coun- 
cil ratified the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) between the 
Manila government and the pro- 
ject developer. 

Benjie Valbuena, administra 
tive officer of the Manila Public 
School Teachers Association (МР- 
STA), said they would stage a 
protest action when classes open 
„on Monday, 

5. The move will affect thou- 
“Sands of children from poor fami- 
lies who are working hard to 
study in order to improve their lot 
and ensure a better future for 
them and their families," Valbue- 
nasaid. 25 

He said Ше ratification of the 
МОА wouldipave the way for the 
transfer of the two schools, a 
move that would affect 10,000 
students. 

Valbuena said that apart from 
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to carry firearms outside of residence 
(PTCPOR) which authorizes them to 
сапу their firearms outside their homes. 

Querol ordered the Regional Intelli- 
gence Division to identify holders of 
loose firearms or those who carry li- 
censed guns in public without a PTC- 
FOR. 

At the same time, he reminded his 
men to be in proper uniform and to be 
courteous when conducting operations, 
particularly at mobile checkpoints. 

“Respect for human rights and the 
Police Operational Procedures must be 
observed at ай times," Querol said. 

‘All guns seized during the operations 
will be turned over to the Firearms and 
Explosive Division and Civil Security 
Group in Camp Crame. 

Appropriate charges will also be im- 
mediately filed against offenders, he 
added. 


METROBRIEFS ;* 
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Two establishments shut 


THE LAGUNA Lake Development Authority yes- 


terday served cease-and-desist orders on two 


the teachers and studens, the 
community was also opposed to 
the proposal to transfer the schools 
to а new зйе—а 21,727-5q-m. 
property owned by the city gove- 


popular food establishments in Quezon City for 
allegedly discharging untreated wastewater in- 
to outlets that drain out into the Laguna de Bay. 
Ordered closed were the Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en fast food restaurant in Acropolis, Libis, and 
a commissary of Cabalen, a restaurant serving 


ment at Calle Urbiztondo and Calle 
Barraca in San Nicolas, Manila. 
The two schools, which are sit- 
uated on Reina Regente and Gen. 
Lachambre Streets, have a com- 


native dishes, on J.P. Rizal Avenue corner C. 
Aguinaldo Street in Project 4: In a statement, 
the LLDA said that it ordered the establish- 
ments shut after the owners failed to imple- 
‘ment corrective measures to abate or control 


bined area of 30,782 sq. m. The 
area will be developed by Mega- 
world Corp. for the building of a 


condominium and commercial ‘ies. 


their untreated wastewater discharges. The LL- 
DA added that it had given the establishments 
more than enough time to come up with reme- 


Norman Bordadora 


establishments. 

Mayor Lito Atienza had said 
earlier that the project would 
greatly benefit residents. 

Councilors supportive of the 
transfer had said that the transfer 
would put the students in a new 
and modern setting conducive to 
leaming since a new school 
would be built, equipped with a 
language proficiency center and a 
teachers’ dormitory. e 

They also assured teachers, 
students and their parents that 
there would be no relocation un- 
til the proposed school complex 
has been built. 

Councilors opposed to the 
move, however, said the city gov- 
ernment stands to lose more than 
P1 billion from the sale of the 
property on which the two 
schools are situated. 
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In trouble for dirty ditty 
AMAN is in trouble for allegedly punching an 
elderly woman 

who scolded him 

when he sang an 

obscene dity ata 

birthday рагу. 

Romeo Pikit, of 

Barangay Old 

Balara, Quezon 

City, was charged 


with serious physical injuries for assaulting 64- 


year-old Rosita Gardon on May 17. In a com- 


plaint filed in the Quezon City prosecutor's of- 


fice, Gardon accused Pikit of punching her 
thrice in the face inside a friend's house on 
Laura Street, Purok 4 in Area 5, Barangay Old 
Balara, The complainant said she was with a 


group of friends during a birthday party when 


Pikit arrived, apparently drunk, and began 
singing a dirty song. When she asked him to 
stop, he hit her and then escaped, 


DJ Yap 
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Fresh violence erupts in East Timor Malaysia 


DILL-GANGS BATTLED EACH ed buildings, defying efforts by has paralyzed the country. had been killed in the past week. there were a few bad people there, arrests 
otherinthe East Timorese capital Australian and other foreign Tens of thousands have fled “The majority of the army militiamen and police and so on, 
again Tuesday close to the palace troops to keep the peace. their homes and many have been comes from the east (and) the they've been tarred with the same 1 2 terror 
Where President Xanana Gusmao Thick blacksmoke hung overthe queuing up desperately at food majority of the police from the brush by eastemers, essentially as 
was holding crisis talks to pull his city from fires set by the rival gangs warehouses. west, although there are also in- collaborators," he said. 
country back from the brink of as the violence moved for the first Тһе unrest began last п ternal factions along those lines,” Allatris leadership has been SUSDECIS 
civil war. time toward the center of Dili. when Alkatiri sacked 600 said Damien Kingsbury of Aus- challenged by the dissident sol- 
‘Sporadic gunfire echoed “Where were the Australians?” ог about 40 percent of the armed  tralia's Deakin University diers and many in the former Por- 
around the city as ethnic gangs опе man told AFP as he watched forces, after they protested overal- During the Indonesian occupa- tuguese colony blame him for al- KUALA LUMPUR- MALAYSIAN 
from the east and west of the tiny his home burn in the suburbs. leged discrimination against sol- tion from 1975, police were ге. lowing the situation to deteriorate. police have arrested 12 men from 
country squared off around the “Why weren't they here?" diers from the east of the country. — cruited mainly from the westand While the presidential meeting radical Islamic group that they 
main road linking the airport Just 100 meters from the worst This divide between soldiers the militias which went on the was expected to last until suspect was planning attacks on 
with the city center. of the violence—in which one from the country's east and west rampage after the vote for inde- Wednesday, Gusmao was poised several neighboring countries, a 
Groups of youths in balaclavas man was disarmed by Australian is central to the violence that has pendence in 1999 were also to unveil a new Cabinet Tuesday, news report said Tuesday. 
carrying traditional meter-long troops of a pistol—Gusmao met plunged the country close to civil stronger in the west, he said. Portuguese Foreign Minister Dio- The Star newspaper said the | 
East Timorese swords, machetes Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri and маг The director of Dilis Val- — "Westerner were very much in go Freitas do Amaral said in Lis- 12 men—at least two of them , 
and metal pipes burned and loot- his Cabinet over the crisis that adares hospital said 20 people favor of independence but because bon. АҒР Malaysians—worked for a group ! 
known as Darul Islam, and de- 
scribed the arrests as Malaysian 


EU puts Sri Lanka’s Tamil 55 biggest sucess against 


terrorism since the crackdown 
b 1 : li five years ago on Kumpulan Mili- 
rebels on its terror list tan Malaysia, or KMM, а home- 
grown Islamic extremist group. 
BRUSSELS—THE EUROPEAN The separatist ethnic conflict Ас the time, scores of suspected 
Union put Sri Lanka's Tamil in Sri Lanka has claimed more members of KMM, which is aligned 
Tigers on its list of terrorist than 60,000 lives since 1972. with the regional, alQaidalinked 
groups on Monday, despite a More than 200 people died last groupJemaah Islamiyah, were arrest- 
‘warning from the rebels that the month despite а four-year truce ей and jailed under a law that allows 
move could force them back to between government forces and indefinite detention without trial. 
маг. the rebels, brokered by Norway. Details about the groups 
The EU ban, agreed in princi. Sri Lanka had hoped a ban planned targets were not clear, 
ple on May 18, was made official would force the rebels to ће ne- The Star said. 
ata meeting of ministers fromthe  gotiating table, and the EU move Police officials could not be im- 
25.member bloc to discuss com- comes just as the rebels have ac- mediately reached on Tuesday to 
petition issues. cepted an invitation to take part confirm the newspaper report. 
Te will deprive the Liberation in talks in Norway next month. The Star said Darul Islam is a 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) of Ап EU diplomat, speaking on new Indonesian group, but the 
some of the vital funds they col- condition of anonymity, said the International Crisis Group think 
lect from members of the Tamil LTTE had brought the ban on itself... tank and other analysts have pre- 
diaspora in Europe. “Tf they had been serious at the viously documented the origins 
As well as freezing rebel funds, negotiating table we could have ofa movement with that name. 
а the move, which came at the urg- thought about another way, we The ICG says Darul Islam was the 
‘HILLARY MARATHON’ ing of the United States and the would have set up a virtuous cir- name given to regional rebellions in 
Marathon runners run at the start of the “Everest Hillary Marathon” at Everest Вазе Camp May 30.Over SriLankan government, also pro- cle, instead of this vicious circle Indonesia's West Java province in 
140 marathon runners took partin the race covering 42.195 km from Everest Base Camp to Namche vides for special EU cooperation that мете in at the moment,” he 1948, and in South Sulawesi and 
Bazar from a height of 5,364 meters to 3,446 meters. measures to combat the group. said. Aceh provinces in 1953. AP 


Indonesia 
confirms 36th |а ие somes e kamna has 
bird flu death | see ves i unc to moy © that 


| Kumon has changed the lives of others as well. 
JAKARTA—INDONESIA ON MONDAY CON- | People like Воаппа Santos, who four years ago, 
firmed the country's 36th death from bird flu, | chose to become a Kumon instructor and 
after tests by a World Health Organization-ac- | franchisee. 
credited laboratory found an 18-year-old man 
had died of the virus. 

"We received the result for the boy today. Today, Teacher Roanna's Kumon Center helps 


It’s positive,” said Ahmad Prihatna, an ері. | more than 200 students build fife skills by 
demiologist at the health ministry. 


The bey and his 10-year-old sister died last | making the learning of math and reading a 
week at the pana Sadikin hospital in Ban- partnership not just between student and 
dung, the capital of West Java province. i r, but more ir intly between 

TÉ WHO had earlier confirmed bid fuas H niiden mrd thelr parente, ky Же 
the cause of the girl's death. Магеп ai ей parents. 

Earlier this month, fears of possible hu- 
man-to-human transmission of avian influen- 
za were heightened after it was confirmed 
that seven members of the same family died 
in North Sumatra from the virus. 

WHO experts said there may have been 
limited human-to-human transmission but in- 
sisted the virus had not mutated into a more 
easily transmissible form. 

Some 30 people who have come into con- 
tact with the илеп family have been isolat- 
ed but so far they have not shown any 5) H xc m " " 
see Sain the WHOsaid. ^" | We welcome franchise inquiries from all over the We would also welcome potential franchisees in the 

Notas pek bani (Gato ben Na Philippines, especially in these provinces: following areas in Metro Manila: 
around the world since late 2003, the vast Я 
ран A Batangas; Bohol; Meycauayan, Bulacan; Malolos, Bulacan; Camarines Norte, Caloocan; Cubao, Quezon City. 

indonesia, the world’s fourth most popu- | Iloilo,Cabuyao, Laguna; Pangasinan; Zambales; Tagum, Davao del Norte. 
lous nation, has had more bird flu deaths than 
any other country this year. 

The sprawling archipelago has the world's - м“ 
second highest number of fatalities since 4 » 5 
2003, after Vietnam. Бо fax nine Indonesian Please сай us at (02) 885-0226.Outside Metro Manila, our toll-free number is 1800-1888-0231. 
‘who were infected have survived. Я Email us at inquiries@kumon.comph 


A senior health ministry official said Satur- Б Kumon Philippines Inc. 19th Floor Philamlife Tower 


day the bird Пи fight in Indonesia had been = 
hampered by a lack of funds, its geographical 8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 
conditions and the existence of 100 many 1 Ее 


AA 


backyard farms. AFP 
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BANTUL, INDONESIA—RESCUERS SAID HOPES 
of finding more survivors from a devastating 
earthquake that killed more than 5,400 people 
were waning Tuesday as aid workers from 
around the world arrived in the disaster zone in 


central Indonesia. 


About 20 US Marines arrived on. 
two military cargo planes in the his- 
toric city of Yogyakarta and unload- 
ed heavy lifting machinery and a 
portable бей hospital, as 
Malaysians, Chinese and Japanese 
joined Indonesian teams providing 
medical care and emergency sup- 
plies to some 200,000 people left 
homeless. 

Most of the survivors of Satur- 
days 63-magnitude quake were 
living in improvised shacks close to 
their former homes or in shelters 
erected in rice fields 

However, conditions had im- 
proved in two hospitals in the 
quakezone visited by reporters 


case. 


Thailand sets 
new elections 
on Oct. 15 


BANGKOK—THAILAND'S CABINET HAS AP- 
proved Oct. 15 as the date for a general elec- 
tion, the government said Tuesday. 

‘The decision comes amid an extended polit- 
ical crisis that has left Thailand with only а 
caretaker government and no legislature. 

The Oct. 15 date was proposed last week by 
the country’s Election Commission, and ap- 
proved at Tuesday's Cabinet meeting, said gov- 
emment spokesperson Sansanee Nakphong. 

‘Thailand held a general election April 2, but 
it was boycotted by opposition parties and lat- 
erdeclared invalid by the country's top courts. 

‘The new polls legitimacy is aiso likely to be 
questioned, as legal challenges are pending 
against the Election Commission, which has 
been criticized over alleged mishandling of the 
April polls and other matters. 

Thailand's Prime Minister Thaksin Shi- 
nawatra, elected to a second term in February 
2005, had called the April 2 general election in 
an attempt to end pressure from near-daily 
protests demanding he resign over alleged cor- 
ruption and power abuse. 

Тһе election result was inconclusive be- 
‘cause opposition parties boycotted the polls. 
Winners in several constituencies failed to win 
the minimum legal number of votes required 
for uncontested election candidates, leaving 
some parliamentary seats empty and making it 
impossible for Parliament to convene. 

‘Thaksin is now officially considered a “care- 
taker” prime minister. 

Thailands revered King — Bhumibol 
Adulyadej has publicly chastised the nation’s 
top courts for failing to find a solution to the 
election deadlock, prompting the Constitu- 
tional Court to rule the polls unconstitutional 
and annul them. 

The Supreme, Administrative and Constitu- 
tional courts have urged Election Commission 
members to step down for mishandling the 
polls. 


Tuesday, with mo patients being 
treated outside or in the corridors 
like there were up until recently 
Ina worrying sign, nearby Mount 
Merapi, which has been belching 
gas and lava for weeks, shot out 
more large plumes of ash and de- 
bris. A scientist monitoring the peak 
blamed the heightened activity on 
the weekend temblor, though other 
experts said that may not be the 


The quake pounded tens of thou- 
sands of poorly constructed homes 
into piles of bricks, tiles and wood in 
Jess than a minute, as many victims 
slept or were preparing breakfast. 
Тре head of an emergency re- 


sponse team from Malaysia said it 
didn’t expect to find any more sur- 
vvivors or bodies under the rubble. 
"The collapsed homes were all so 
small that anyone who was trapped 
would have been extracted by their 
family members,” said Supt. Abdul 


Aziz Ahmad. He said his team had 
only found one body on Monday af- 


district. 


ter searching in the worst-hit Bantul 


Many survivors—who have en- 
dured several torrential rain storms 
and hours baking under the tropical 
sun—have complained of receiving 
little or no assistance. 

In Jamprip, a village of 300 fami- 
lies, Edi Sutrisno, 37, helped unload 
a small supply of aid from a military 
truck—two bags of rice, nine boxes 


of dried noodles and two boxes of 


bottled water. 


aday” 


"з the first we've gotten since 
the quake,” he said. "Of course its 
not enough for all of us, not even for 


President Susilo Bambang Yud- 


CHINESE FESTIVAL 
‘Traditional Chinese artists perform during the Dragon Boat 
Festival in Beijing May 30 to commemorate the attempted 
rescue of Chinese poet Chu Yuan. 


hoyono arrived in the area а few 
hours after the quake struck. On 
Monday, he acknowledged а “lack 
of coordination” in aid distribution 
and urged government officials to 


be"more agile.” 


Yudhoyonos efforts wil likely 
come under intense domestic scruti- 
ny because unlike other disasters in 
recent years in outlying regions, in- 


палез 


WASHINGTON--TWO BRITISH MEMBERS 
of a US news crew were killed and a reporter. 
seriously wounded on Monday in a car-bomb 
attack in central Baghdad, raising to 96 the 
toll of media workers killed in Iraq. 

Paul Douglas, 48, a veteran CBS cameraman, 
and sound technician James Brolan, 42, died, 
while correspondent Kimberly Dozier, 39, sus- 
tained serious injuries, CBS News said. 

A makeshift bomb in a parked car exploded as 
the journalists were accompanying a US army 
patrol in downtown Baghdad. 

Also killed in the attack were a US Army cap- 
tain and an Iraqi interpreter, according to the 
British Foreign Office. 

The three journalists had gotten out of their 
armored Humvee vehicle while embedded with 
the US 4th Infantry division to inspect an Iraqi 
checkpoint. They were wearing the body armor 
that US forces oblige them to use, CBS said. 

Dozier was hit in the lower body and by a 
piece of shrapnel tothe head. 

“Doctors successfully removed the shrapnel 
from her head, and it did not penetrate her brain, 
зо that does not appear to be Ше threatening. 
The serious injuries are to her lower body" CBS 
reporter David Martin sid. 

'US ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalizad said 
he was “shocked and saddened” by the attack, 
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cluding the 2004 Asian tsunami, the 
quake occurred on Java Island, 
home to almost half of the countrys 
220 million people, including the 
bulk of the country’s ruling class. AP 


Car bomb kills 2 British 
journalists in Baghdad 


and visited Dozier in hospital, according to CBS. 

"These brave journalists risked their lives to 
tell the world the story of a courageous people 
and proud nation,” Kahlizad said. 

А military helicopter flew Dozier from the 
scene to a US military hospital within the nearby 
Green Zone but she has now been moved to an- 
other hospital north of Baghdad. 

Dozier underwent further surgery and doctors 
stabilized her for an airlift ro а US military hospi- 
tal in Germany once itis safe to move her. 

CBS said doctors gave a “cautiously opti- 
mistic" prognosis. 

“This is a devastating loss for CBS News,” said 
president Sean McManus. 

“Kimberly, Paul and James were veterans of 
war coverage who proved their bravery and ded- 
ication every single day" Dozier, who has both 
US and British citizenship, and her London- 
based team were added to a long list of journal- 
ists killed and wounded in the Iraq war 

CBS said Dozier has been covering the Iraq 
war for three years. 

From 1996-1998, she anchored BBC Radio 
World Services “World Update” foreign affairs 
program. 

Douglas had worked for CBS News since the 
1990s in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Rwanda and 
Bosnia. AFP 


Traffic accident sparks riots in Kabul; 14 killed 


KABUL—AT LEAST 14 PEOPLE WERE 
killed as rioters chanting "Death to 
America” tore through the Afghan capi- 
tal Monday torching cars and buildings 
after US troops opened fire following a 
deadly traffic accident involving a US 
military vehicle. 

Gunshots could be heard near Kab- 
ше diplomatic quarter as restaurants, 
shops, cars and dozens of police posts 
were set ablaze in the worst violence to 


hit the capital since the Taliban regime 
fell in late 2001. 

‘The United Nations and US embassy 
ordered their personnel into bunkers 
and safe zones. Volleys of gunfire rang 
out as demonstrations erupted across 
the tense city before Afghan security 
forces were able to establish order by 
evening. 

The government imposed a six-hour 
‘overnight curfew starting from 10 p.m. 
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It was too early to tell how many peo- 
ple had been killed in the violence, Kab- 
ul police criminal investigation depart- 
ment director Abdul Jamil Kohistani 


told AFP. 


The six main hospitals in the city to- 
gether had 14 dead bodies and more 
than 140 wounded, most with gun shot 
wounds, according to an AFP tally. 

The trouble began when a US mili- 
tary truck appeared to lose control and 


smashed into about a dozen cars at a 
busy intersection in the north of the 
city. 

The US-led, coalition said the acci- 
dent, which may have been caused by 
faulty brakes, killed one person and in- 
jured several. President Hamid Karzai’s 
office said five people were killed. 

People angered by the carnage start- 
ed pelting the military vehicles with 
stones. AFP 


Daewoo founder gets World powers 
10-year jail term 


SEQUL—A SOUTH KOREAN 
‘court has sentenced the founder 
of the Daewoo group to 10 years 
in prison and forfeited 21.4 tril- 
lion won ($22 billion) for fraud 
and embezzlement in the coun- 
trys biggest financial scandal. 

Kim Woo-choong, 69, had tumed 
Daewoo into the second largest con- 
glomerate in the country before fiee- 
ing in 1999 as his empire was col- 
lapsing under more than $75 billion 
in debts. 

The Seoul Central District Court 
on Tuesday found him guiky of 
fraud in securing bank loans, fabri- 
cating financial accounts to falsify 
assets and embezzlement of compa- 
ny funds. 

“The court also ordered him to pay 
a 10 million won criminal fine. 

“There is a need to show that 
there is a heavy penalty to pay when 
you commit acts that betray the trust 
of economic entities, such as fabri- 
cating the accounts or obtaining 
fraudulent loans," Judge Hwang 
Hyunjoo said in his summing up 
when sentencing Kim. 

Last year prosecutors charged 
Kim with legally procuring loans of 
about 10 trilion won, taking about 
$20 billion in Daewoo funds 


KIM Woo-Choong 


through overseas accounts and help- 
ing doctor Daewoo's books to falsify 
assets of about 41 trillion won. 

"The prosecution had sought a 15- 
year prison term and 232 trilion 
won in forfeiture. Kim walked into a 
courtroom packed with 200 people 
‘wearing a hospital gown and with 
an intravenous needle in his arm. 
"The court ordered a suspension of 
the sentence ший July 28 given his 
health, Reuters 


to meet anew 
on Iran crisis 


VIENNA--MAJOR WORLD POWERS WILL 
meet in Vienna on Thursday to finalize a 
package of incentives for Iran to halt nuclear 
fuel enrichment along with penalties if it 
keeps defying international pressure, officials 
said on Tuesday. 

"The United States, Britain, France, China, Rus- 
sia and Germany failed to resolve differences at. 
London talks last week over the extent of sweet 
eners for Iran or the nature and timing of sanc- 
tions if Tehran clung to enriching uranium. 

"The Chinese government said the sextets for- 
eign ministers would convene on Thursday in Vi- 
enna, where the watchdog Intemational Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) is based. British and Euro- 
pean Union officials also confirmed the meeting 

“We hope the meeting will achieve positive re 
sults," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Liu Jianchao said in Beijing. EU foreign policy 
chief Javier Solana indicated on Sunday some 
differences remained but that the six powers 
were "getting very close" to consensus. 

“Tehran says it seeks nuclear energy only for 
electricity, Western powers suspect Iran's pro- 
gram is a civilian cover for efforts to master tech- 
nology to build atom bombs. 

‘Contacts between the six powers’ top diplo- 
mats sought to bridge lingering differences over 
key aspects of the package, including tho legal 
basis ofa Security Council resolution to underpin 
it, an EU diplomat said. Reuters 
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parks near PBL finals 


Jewelers level semis series vs Portmasters 


GAMES TOMORROW (OfvarerSportsCente} the league in 2004. his game-high 25 points in the last seven min- 
2 pm—Montaña vs Harbour Centre Jonathan Aldave paced the balanced attack  utesto push the Painters within eight, 63-55. 
4 pm—Toyota Otis vs Rain or Shine by scoring all of his 13 points in the second half. But Toyota Otis insured the win by nailing six 
E Aaron Aban chipped in 10 markers and sevenre- straight free throws for a 69-55 edge, with only 
By Jasmine W. Payo bounds. 47 seconds left. 
“We're on target in our objective, which 50 The scores: 
BOLSTERED BY AN EARLY makeittothechampionship,”said Sparks’ coach Fit Game 
i ig Louie Alas. TOYOTA OTS 71—Adave 13, Aban 10, бексе 9, Oreta 
shooting spree, Toyota Otis “in the second game, the seasoned Montaña 9 Bast 8, Rodriguez 7, Acxar9,Caso5, Daa 4, Coronel, 
made the defending PBL Uni- Pawnshop tumed to rookie Larry Rodriguez to Larong 0. Andaya 0. 
5 j- level its own semifinal series with Harbour Cen- ВАМ OR SHINE S5—Tangky 25, Origuera 12, Yambao 
ty Cup champions look ordi- ri stowingan 8682 ит. 6 Втал4, Cabot 4, Saga 2, Enrie 2, Tan 0, Malabanan 0, Or- 
nary. After Froilan Baguion drilled in a team-high beta 0, Sta. Mara 0, Reyes 0. 
The Sparks led by as many as 26 points іп 17 points in the first three quarters, Rodriguez Quarters: 14-8, 27-17, 5229, 71-55, 
overwhelming the surprisingly offform Rain or unloaded 10 of his 11 points in the final period Second Game 
Shine Elasto Painters, 71-55, to claim a 2-0 lead as the Jewelers got back at the Portmasters. MONTAÑA 86—Baguon 17, Magpayo 16, una 1, Ro- 
B 1 in the best-of five semifinal series yesterday at Тһе Elasto Painters just couldn't get their driguez 19, Deta Cuesta 10, Vergara 8, Bono 6, Guerre 5, At- 
See ys : P the Olivarez Sports Center shots to fall as they wound up with a horrendous ablanco 2. Buenale 0. Espiitu 0, Bonus 0. 
po aaa Аай E T “The Sparks again delivered a collective offen- 25 percent shooting clip. HARBOUR CENTRE 82—enorio 15, Yeo 15, Cha 12, Lan- 
sive effort rather than rely solely on FikAm cen- The Sparks rolled to a 26-point lead at 55-29 e10, Mairolerd, Reyes 8, Cochin, Gamboa 4, Alonzo 3, 
ter Joe Devance and now stood within a win of early in the fourth quarter before reigning Most Аша? 
Montafia’s Kent Bono. their first ever championship stint since joining Valuable Player Jojo Tangkay pumped in 16 of Quarters: 27-27,44-45, 6059, 06-62 
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Summer is thé perfect time to get 
an Innova for the whole family. 
- je tow monthly for 
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Which of these Xtra Mile Challengers will win? 1 
Text your guess and get the chance to win 
aSMART 3G phoneanda free 6-month 


PLDT myDSLsubscriptionl, .... 
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Olympia 


By Roy Luarca 


TURIN, ITALY—AFTER A FLING WITH 
glory, its back to harsh reality for the 
Philippine men’s team in the 37th Chess 
Olympiad. 

Only Grandmaster Rogelio Antonio Jr. 
was able to stop the Chinese juggernaut 
Monday as the Filipinos absorbed a 3.5- 
0.5 beating in round 8 at the Olympic 
Village here. 

‘The Filipinas, on the other hand, 
held the Iranians to a draw, 1.5-1.5, af- 
ter Woman International Master-elect 
Sheerie Joy Lomibao bested WIM 
Atousa Pourkashiyan on board 1 

Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling, 
reigning national champion Darwin 
Laylo and Grandmaster Mark Paragua 
yielded to higher rated opponents in 
succession as the Filipinos tumbled to 


a share of 36th to 41st places. 

The 25-year-old Dimakiling bowed 
to GM Yue Wang after 44 moves of a 
Trompovsky Opening on board 4, 
while Laylo overlooked a bishop sacri- 
fice by GM Pengxhinag Zhang and sur- 
rendered after 43 moves of a Center 
Counter. 

With his two buddies down, 
Paragua went for the win and paid the 
price as GM Xiangzhi Bu outmaneu- 
vered him after 59 moves ofa Slav De- 
fense. 

Antonio, on the other hand, missed 
the winning move and settled for a 
draw with GM Zhong Zhang in 63 
moves ofa Ruy Lopez. 

"Forget about the loss and focus on 
the next match," National Chess Fed- 
eration of the Philippines president 
Rep. Prospero "Butch" Pichay told the 


Realtors try 


о stay 


FOUR TEAMS AT THE 
bottom of the heap 
fight for survival at 
the start of the Gran 
Matador-PBA Philip- 
pine Cup wildcard 
phase today at the 


Araneta Coliseum. 
Air21, denied out- 


terfinal 
The 


Talk 


alive 


benh. 
Express and the defending 


champion Gin Kings have the edge 
with their 7-9 records while the 
Phone Pals follow at 6-10. 


'N Text, which ended its 


dassification campaign by snap- 
ping a six-game slide at the expense 
of the Coca-Cola Tigers, has a fight- 
ing chance should the Express and 
Kings continue their losing ways. 


Red Bull, Alaska and 


right passage into the 
quarterfinals by Coca- 
Cola in a playoff Sun- 
day, faces Sta. Lucia 
Realty at 4:40 pm. 
while Talk 'N Text and 
Barangay Ginebra tan- 


GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 pan —Sta. Lu- 
cia vs Alt 
7:95 рат. Так" 
Tex vs Ginebra 


Coca-Cola have al- 
ready advanced to the 
quarterfinals with the 
thirdseeded = Bulls 
meeting the winner of 
the wildcard phase ina 
best-of five series. 


gle in the other march 
at 7:35 pm. 

With the four canying over their 
record in the classification, tailen- 
der Sta. Lucia, with a 4-12 record, 
needs to sweep is wildcard assign- 
ments to gain a playoff for a quar- 


Espiritu | 
cops CSI 
crown 


FORMER ASIAN AND LOCAL. 
tour king Victor Espiritu sprint- 
ed his way to victory In the fifth 
leg of the Philamlife Cycling 
Search Invitational (CSI) Cri- 
terium Race and ran away with 
the overall crown in the center- 
piece men's elite category in 
San Fernando, Pampanga over 
the weekend. Espiritu held off 
Bernard Luzon for his second 
leg victory in the five-stage cir- 
cuit presented by Philpost. The 
28-year-old Espiritu scored 37 
points їп San Fernando and 
‘wound up with 129-point total 
to beat Luzon by 18 points in 
their duel in the event spon- 
sored by Pagcor, PCSO and 
PLDT. Luzon finished with 111 
points while Lloyd Reynante 
pooled 66 points to end up 
third in the event backed by Ak- 
tivade Thirst Quencher, Mon- 
terey, PhilCycling, Partas, 
Speed Detergent Bar and Pow- 
der, Satelite Cable Max, En- 
cash, the Philippine Sports 
Commission and media part- 
ners NU 107 and YES FM. 
Мше 


зрагкес 


tition i 


second 


campaigners in the team compe- 


the The Jakarta Asian Junior golf 
championships at the Damai In- 
dah Golf and Country Club in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 

Puyat scored a 2overpar 74 
while Yee carded a 76 for a 150 ag- 
gregate that pushed them ahead of 
Taiwan by one and Thailand by two. 

Puyat and Yee were also running 


On a three-week 


Meanwhile, Eugene Tejada of Pure- 
foods has started to move his hips 
as sensation on his lower extremi- 
ties improved by the day, according 
to Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. 


June Navarro 


THE CHINESE, TO PUT IT QUITE BLUNTLY, HARDLY 
felt challenged. 

In less than an hour, China crushed the Philippines, 
25-11, 25-14, 25-17, to claim their second straight title 
in the 2006 Asian Women’s Club volleyball champi- 
onship yesterday at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

"Maybe this was the easiest (match),” said Chinese 
coach Wang Baoquan. "I just told the team we must do 
ош best in every game.” 

Hammering out 52 kills, China was crowned as virtu- 
al champions after sweeping ай their six matches on the 
penultimate day of the single round-robin competition. 

‘And it looked like the Chinese couldn't wait to finish 
off their rivals as they wrapped the match up in just 54 
minutes, the shortest match in the week-long tourney. 


d a strong start by Filipino 


in yesterday's first round of 
campaign. 


Cavite. 


and third in the individual 


category behind Jirapat Pattranavik 
of Thailand (73). 

The girl competitions start today 
with Dottie Ardina leading the RP 


Meanwhile, local kids see action 
їп the culmination of the Samsung 
Jungolf Tour at the newly renovated 
Player course of the Orchard Golf 
and County Club in Dasmariñas, 


Ninety five players are going for 
the six divisions tiles for boys and 
girls in the two-day event sponsored 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


о S an ee 
d: Chinese overpower Filipinos 


players during a pep talk. 

They really have to as they face an- 
other heavyweight, 15th-ranked and 
all-GM Romania, in round 9 Tuesday. 

Against, the 15th-ranked Romania, 
men's team captain Sammy Estimo 
will be fielding Paragua, GM Eugene 
Torre on board 2, Antonio and whiz 
kid FM Wesley So on board 4. 

“The Romanians are strong on all 
boards," said Estimo. "We have to be 
very careful.” 

‘The 22-year-old Paragua will be pit- 
ted against GM Livin Dieter Nisipeanu 
(Elo 2695), Torre against Andrei Is- 
tratescu (2621), Antonio against 
Vladislav Nevednichy (2582) and the 
12-year-old So against Levente Vajda 
(2511). 

‘Women’s team captain Cesar 
Caturla will be using Lomibao and 


cz 


» 


Catherine Perená, who drew her 
round 8 match against WGM Shadi 
Paridar, and WIM Beverly Mendoza. 

Olympiad rookie Sherily Cua was 
rested following her board 3 defeat to 
WFM Shirin Мага. 

Lomibao faces WFM Zehra Topel, 
Perena meets Kubra Oztusk, and WIM 
Corlulu, Nilufer Cinar. 

Armenia routed Cuba, 3-1, to pull 
away from top favorite Russia and 
Ukraine in the men's division. 

The Armenians have 24 points 
against the Russians and Ukrainians 
22. China jumped to 21.5 points in the 
company of Georgia, France and the 
United States. 

In the distaff side, Russia showed 
the way with 19 points, towing along 
Ukraine (18.5), reigning titlist China 
(17) and the United States. 
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RAFI Reavis (left) and the Coca-Cola Tigers clinched the last outright 
quarterfinal slot, leaving Sta. Lucia and three others to go through 
the wildcard phase. 


rame 


China volleybelles whip RP 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


“Ош team is very tired, we had 28 games in the last 
two months,” said Baoquan, adding that his squad will 


take a break before competing again in December. 


Coach Constante Reyes admitted that the Philippine 


by the taller Chinese. 


стен, who came up with only 23 kills, were intimidated 


"The players were tense that's why we had a lot ofer- 


rors,” noted Reyes. "Even if we're not playing against 


China. 


Indonesia. 


easily cruised in the first two sets. 


the national teams, they feel inferior versus Japan ала 


Earlier, Japan notched up its second victory with a 
25:21, 25-20, 25-22 decision versus the cellar dwelling 


Yin Na finished with a mateh-high 15 spikes as China 


‘The Philippines, though, displayed glimpses of bril- 


liance behind collegiate standout Mary Jean Balse. 


Puyat, Yee lead in Asian Juniors 


MARCEL PUYAT AND MIKO YEE by Samsung, Philippine Airlines, the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Of- 
fice and Pagcor serving as the eighth 
and final leg of the summer series. 


‘The final leg of the Tour is also 


Michael Guy. 


supported by Callaway, Tideist, 
Mizuno, La Jolla, Taylor Made, Wil- 
son, Ping, Auto Magic, Unilever, 
МОСТ Air Liquid, Ingumen Golf and 


Members of the RP contingent 


will use the tourney asa final tuneup 
for their participation in the Junior 
‘World championships next month. 


SPORTSWATCH 


jewelers favored in МУВА Visayas finals 
CEBU CITY—UNDEFEATED AND TOP SEED M. LHUILLIER KWARTA 
Padala-Cebu Jewelers and second seed Cebu Landmaster-Toledo begin 
their best-of-three Visayas Division Finals in the ML Kwarta Padala Min- 
danao Visayas Basketball Association (МУВА) First Conference today at the 
New Cebu City Coliseum. The Jewelers won ай their eight games in the 
elimination round. On the other hand, the Landmaster quintet won five of 
eight games to earn the second seeding. PacMan swept the top seeded Ili- 
an Archangels, 2-0, last week to claim the first finals seat in the league 
backed by ML Kwarta Padala, Cokaliong Shipping Lines, Nature's Spring 
Drinking Water, Gameface.ph, Panasonic, Molten and Sulpicio Lines. The 
МУВА games may be seen over UHF station Cebu Catholic Television Net- 
work (CCTN-47) and ай its cable affiliates. Meanwhile, the visiting San Beda 
Red Lions wi play the University of Gebu Webmasters in the curtain-raiser 
at4pm, 


Castillo, Alcala near JVC title duel 

FANCIED GELITA CASTILLO AND MALVINNE ANN ALCALA FASHIONED OUT 
sagt victories to remain on track for a posse te showdown in the C Open Ju- 
rior Badminton Championships at Sta. Rosa in Laguna over the weekend. Castilo yielded 
опу 10 points en route to dominating Michelle Cruz, 21-7, 21-3, and arranging a semis 
dash with Centro Attico teammate Jessalam Sampuma in the 14-under giris’ singles. 
Sampuma held off Вийгсап5 Kathleen Balatbat, 21-16, 21-19. Alcala, on the other hand, 
(bundled out Krisnin Yang, 21-17, 21-12, to set up a semis duel wth PNP's Abegall Garcia, a 
21-16, 21-13 winner over Pia Fabros in the event sponsored by JVC (Phils), Inc. and orga- 
rized by IMG. The toumamert is backed by Victor, exclusively distributed by Pcome Indus- 
‘vil Sales, Bingo Bonanza, Snickers Chocolate, Hanford, L-Time Studio, Lactacyd, Alaska, 
Pinoy Exchange, Pioneer Life, Accel, PowerSmash, The STAR, SunboR and Rudy Project. 


Top Olivarez tennis seeds advance 

‘TOP SEED SHANINE OLIVAREZ BLASTED PATRICIA PAEZ, 6-0, 6-0, YESTERDAY TO 
arce inthe its’ 12 ander seminal against Akko de Guzman nthe Она Age- 
‘Group tennis championships at the Olivarez Tennis Center. The fourth-seeded De Guz- 
ran downed Marinel Feny, 62, 62 In other matches second sed Samantha Сумо 
tried Teena Quire 60, 6-0, to adane against Ра Tamayo, who scoda 64,62 
victory over Ma. Raisa Opulencia. In the unisex 10-under class, top seed Mark Escares 
downed Bryan Viray, 6-2, 6-1, to advance in the semifinais against Jurence Mendoza, 
‘who beat Joachim Samson, 6-2, 6-3, while third seed Claudio Canlas ralbed past Brys! 
Libao, 6-1, 3-6, (10-8). in the boys’ 18-under division, top seed Leyan Moncera defeated 
Von Antony Delaban, 63, 60, to advance in the quarterfinals against Lucien Caiman, 
who rallied past James Kari Canete, 2-6, 6-4, (10-6). 


GCAP derby sets 65 fights 

ALLEYES WILL BE ON THE SAGUPAAN COMPLEXOR 3000 ENTRY OF PATRICK 
Antonio in todays staging of he Gentlemen Cockers Association of he Philipines 
(GCAP) 5-cock derby at San Juan Coliseum, with 55 qul matches on tap. Anto- 
Fio res iom winning two bigtime derbies in Galleria de Mandaue in Cebu and 
Gihungan Cockpit in Negros Occidental, will field his multi-winner in a bid to wrest 
leadership in the GCAP Cocke of the Year race. With two more GCAP derbies left 
betore tne Cocker of the Year is finaly known, the top ten contenders— Jun Topa- 
о, Antonio, Rep. Butch Pichay, Rey Briones, ASF Group, бету Ramos, Louie Cua, 
Benjie Lim, Pol Estrellado and Boy Royo—are going all out for the coveted title. 
Maanuhie, ts al systems go for the SUC 9-Cock International Derby on June S, 7 
and As cl yesterday, confirmed entries with cockhouse reservations have 
reached 104. 


NCA International Derby semis today 

MORE THAN 50 FIGHTS BETWEEN LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL COCKERS 
are on tap today in the semifinal round of the NCA International 8-cock derby 
atthe 15,000-seatRoligon Mega Cockpit. World Slasher Cup 2005 champ 
"los Wolcott of Georgia and partner Jun Santiago posted two hard-earned win 
with their entry Firefly 13 RM. Also with two wins were Colorado Mulawin 
VGB (Frank Berin), Super Pacman (Manny Pacquiao), Makati Col. Anniver- 
sary June 7 (Rudy Salud and V. Mercado), Win РИ (Ап Atayde), Wis Wings 
(А Puno) and Bufpit JCT Sabong (Frank Guera). Long shot entries also 
Scored with Ahon Mamamayan and Mt. Panamao entries of Rep. Gerry “Boy” 
Espina finishing with 2 and 1.5 points respectively. The final round (4-cock) 
sizes on Friday, June 2. For details, сай 852-9812, 833-1638 and 851-2275 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Football Federation was on the phone 
yesterday to say that reports on the 
death of football in the Philippines were 
grossly exaggerated. 

Not exactly sounding like Mark 
‘Twain, he said claims on the decayed 
state of the game here, as explained by 
several concerned sectors, were both 
unfair and dreadful. 

Football in the Philippines, contrary 
to what critics say, is alive and kicking, 
he explained: 

He said it's a lot better than when he 
took over as national football agency 
head five years ago. 

‘A lot more people are playing the 
game now in different venues all over 
the country, he added. 

He wrote this letter to present a 
bright picture of the game he loves best: 


Dear Mr. Trinidad; 


‘RP football alive and kicking’ 


We hope the bad name given us by 
your May 29, 2006 article ("Soccer: 
Look who's betraying the Filipino 
Youth”) finds some restitution with this 
letter finding print in its entirety in your 
next column. 

While the article is cleverly writ- 
ten to avoid legal tussles, the reader 
is led to believe that Philippine Foot- 
ball continues on its way to death 
even if FIFA gives us money because 
the past РРР and present PFF Presi- 
dent are putting that money in their 
pockets 

Firstly, allow us to say that FIFA 
has been and continues to conduct a 
yearly financial audit on the 
$250,000 given annually to each of 
its over 200 members. A budget is al- 
so required and a comparison made 
by FIFA between budget and actual 
This comparison prevents any bla- 
tant diversion of funds from what is 


ВАВЕ ЕУЕ 
Edo 
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t es 


Recab Trinidad 


actually intended. For your perusal, 
we have enclosed a report for the PFF 
Congress, which includes a Financial 
Report. 

Secondly, boch the past and the pre- 
sent president of the Philippine Football 
Federation have been giving time and 
energy to the management and devel- 
‘opment of the game without any com- 
pensation. They have in fact voluntarily 
donated to the РРР most of what they 
have received from per diems recelved 
їп attending international meetings, ай 
because of their dedication and passion 


for Football. 


powers alone will take a lifetime. The 


‘Thirdly, because of the programs de- 
signed and implemented through the 
FIFA financial assistance, more foot- 
ball is being played in many parts of 
the country by a lot more players, espe- 
cially at the grassroots level. Certainly 
пог more than many South American 
and European or even Asean countries, 
but surely substantially more than be- 
fore the start of the FIFA assistance 6-7 
years ago. More coaching, refereeing 
and administration courses have been 
organized, more provincial, regional 
and national competitions are con- 
ducted; more international participa- 
tions done by our national teams and 
better results achieved. For your pe- 
rusal, we have enclosed copies of our 
more recent monthly bulletins to sub- 
stantiate our claims. 

Lastly, the task of bringing Philippine 
Football to the levels of even the Asian 


amounts needed are far beyond the 
amount provided by FIFA. To say that 
Philippine Football has not improved at 
all from the days prior to FIFA aid is to 
keep a blind eye to what is happening in 
Muntinlupa—Las  Pihas--Parahaque, 
Marikina, Quezon City, Cebu, Davao, 
Mt. Province, Bicol, Quezon, Tarlac, 
Bukidnon, Zamboanga, Iloilo, Negros, 
Masbate, Lanao, Misamis, Agusan, Suri 
gao and all arcas where grassroots foot- 
ball has sprung and exploded in the past 
years. From 12 provincial associations 
in the °90s, the РЕР now has 28 regular 
members, with more applying. ЇЇ the 
PEF is guilty of anything, it is perhaps. 
guilty of not advertising enough. 

‘Thank you for your genuine concern 
for Spons. 

JUAN MIGUEL G. ROMUALDEZ 

President 

Philippine Football Federation 


NADAL: It's special and importanttome. № 


Fiba suspension 
lifted soon? 


AS SOON AS THE 
Cathay Pacific 
flight (903) Rom 
Hong Kong 
touched down at 
the Ninoy Aquino 
International Air- 
port, my hibernat- 
ing cellphone in- 
stantly came to life. 

Obviously so 
many interesting 
developments had 
occurred while I was away covering the 
Adidas Superstar Camp in Beijing. 

For example, I was told that former PBA 
governor Elmer Yanga had been appointed 
UAAP Commissioner (and former PBA 
Commissioner Jun Bernardino, his NCAA 
counterpart, but this I already knew even 
before I left); that the BAP office at the 
Rizal Memorial Complex in Vito Cruz had 
been padiocked by the PSC (a confirmation 
of what I had gotten wind of while in Bei- 
jing); that Harbour Centre owner Mikee 
Romero is back from a two-month vacation 
in the United States, his homecoming 
marked by a victory over Montaña in the 
PBL semifinal round; and many other bits 
and pieces. 


IN HUDDLE 


Betb Celis 


The big news, the good news that 
‘overshadowed all the others, is the 
forthcoming lifting of the Fiba ban on 
the Philippines. According to my unim- 
peachable source, this will happen dur- 
ing the Fiba-Asia election of officers 
scheduled this coming June. 

BAP president Joey Lina, he related, 
has been quietly working, conferring 
with Fiba officials in Hong Kong and 
Malaysia and was assured that the sus- 
pension will be lifted soon. Even if the 
BAP is not reinstated by the POC. 

My source predicted that incumbent 
Fiba Asia secretary general Dato Yeoh 
Choo Hock will retain his post, "even ifa. 
controversial NSA president has sworn 
to make sure that his Indian bet would 
win the coveted position.” 

Informed of this forecast, my source 
said Dato Yeoh merely laughed it off. 

‘The BAR he added, has already chart- 
ed its plan of action when the ban is lift- 
ed. 

“Top secret!” he bellowed, when 1 
tried to squeeze it out of him. 

From what gathered, Joey Lina had in- 
formed some members of Pilipinas Basket- 
ball about the impending lifting of the ban, 
which may not prove to be such a smart 
move. 

Consequently, the group reactivated af- 
tera long silence following the rejection in 
Korea under the instigation of PBA com- 
missioner Noli Eala, who rounded up bas- 
ketball stakeholders all over the country for 
a summit meeting. 

‘The last I heard, Pilipinas Basketball was 
looking for a president. Two names were 
mentioned: Manny V Pangilinan and Hen- 
1y Cojuangco. 

"That's the big news. 1 can't wait for the 
ban to be lifted this June. I want to know 
who'll get the credit, if ever, and what will 
happen next. 

In the face of ridicule from some col- 
leagues, Г continued to write about the 
exploits of mountaineer Dale Abenojar 
en route to the summit of Mt. Everest. I 
was perhaps one of the very few—if not 
the only one giving updates on his expe- 
dition. 

Nobody believed he made it to the top 
ahead of the others, perhaps not even 
myself, although 1 wrote about this 
claim, because there was no evidence to 
prove this 

Even now, while certain quarters have 
accepted his claim, there are still those. 
who suspect its veracity, despite the evi- 
dence that he has presented. 

Yesterday, 1 tried to touch base with 
Dale's staunchest supporter, Jake Aspi- 
ras, whose faith in him never wavered 
amidst the skepticism of all As of 
presstime, there was stil no reply. 
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Nadal crowned king of clay 


PARIS—KING OF CLAY RAFAEL NADAL PASSED 
\ Guillermo Vilas and began his pursuit of a second 
X successive French Open trophy. 


Nadal earned his 54th consecu- 
tive win on day Monday, breaking 
the Open era record he shared with 
Vilss by beating Robin Soderling of 
Sweden, 62, 7.5, 6-1, in the first 
round at Roland Garros. 

“Tes special,” Nadal said. “Fifty- 

four victories, its very, very diff- 

© а Ifs a lot of tournaments, alot 

i of matches. №5 important for 
MER 

Aj, With Vias siting in the second 

Ё тоу, the No. 2-seeded Nadal over- 

camea 4-2 deficit in the 68-minute second 
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set, then pulled away After the match, Vi- 
las presented Nadal with a trophy—a cut- 
away sample showing the multiple ayers 
ofa day court. 

“IFT had to lose that record, Fm pleased 
Twas losing it to somebody like that," Vilas 
said. “Is a pleasure to see him play and 
fighting. Its very good for tennis. He will 
inspire anew generation of players." 

Gusty wind kicked up clouds of clay 
and light rain occasionally fell on a chilly 
afternoon, contributing to plenty of sloppy 
play. But for the second day in a row, there 
жегепо major upsets. 


ested in ove 
4,000,000 mile 
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Former champions Gaston Gaudio and 
Juan Carlos Ferrero beat qualifiers in 
Straight sets. Two-time runner-up Kim Cli- 
jsters overcame а 5-2 deficit in the second 
set and three set points to beat Virginie 
Razzano of France 6-0, 7-6 (4). Seeded 
second, Clijsters committed five double- 
faults and 32 unforced errors. 

‘Nadal, who won the tite in his French 
Open debut last year, improved to 18-0 on. 
дау this year His last defeat on the surface. 
came on April 8, 2005, against Igor An- 
dreev of Russia. 

During the streak, 39 of his victories 
have come in straight sets. But seldom has 
Nadal been forced to contend with such a 
swirling wind. 

“One ofthe worst days for play on clay” 
he said. “I was very happy because I start- 


ей playing very well in spite of the condi- 
tions.” 

Argentina's Gaudio showed the steady 
baseline game that helped him win the 
championship two years ago as he beat 
Croatian qualifier Roko Karanusic, 
2,62. 

"The No. 10 seeded Gaudio has yet to 
win a tournament this year and arrived in 
Paris with a three-match losing streak. But 
he faced little resistance from Karanusic, 
the 160th-ranked Croatian who was play- 
ing in his first tourlevel match of the year. 

“Te was quite easy to win for me,” Gau- 
dio said. “Its the first time he plays in 
Roland Garros, so I made the most of that 
opportunity" 

Karanusics career tour record fell to 1- 
12, including 0-5 in majors. AP 
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Miami torches Detroit 


Wade stars as Heat send Pistons on the brink 


MIAMI—DWAYNE WADE SCORED 12 OF HIS 31 POINTS IN 
the final quarter when the Miami Heat pulled away from De- 
troit for an 89-78 win and a 3-1 lead over the two-time defend- 
ing NBA Eastern Conference champion Pistons on Monday. 


With the outcome decided, Wade strutted to- — "Tm justa kid. There's a kid inside of me who 


ward a swarm of teammates with his right fist loves to play the game of basketball and is get- 
denched and a victorious smile lighting his ting the opportunity to on the highest level" 
Wade said. "And I'm just trying to do my best job 
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atit. Like T said, Tm just a kid in a candy store 
right now” 

А year ago, two chances at unseating Detroit 
‘werent enough, as the Pistons came back from 3- 
2 down to beat the Heat in seven games. Now, 
though, the Heat get three cracks at breaking 
through—and, unlike in 2005, they have а 
‘healthy Wade and Shaquille O'Neal to carry them. 

“We don't want to get too high and mighty” 
O'Neal said. Jab's not done yet.” 

O'Neal had 21 points—albeit with a 5-for-15 
night at the foul line—and nine rebounds, while 
Udonis Haslem added 16 points for the Heat. 

Tayshaun Prince had 15 points and Chauncey 
Billups added 14 for the Pistons, who'll host 
Game S on Wednesday. 

“Weve got a lot of fight in us,” Billups said. 
“We have been down 3-1 before—not against a 
team as good as the Heat, though. And they're 
playing great, man. You've got to give it to them. 
‘They are. They're playing great ball.” 

‘Teams taking 3-1 leads in the penultimate 
round—either the conference finals or division 
finals, as they were once known—have pre- 
vailed 40 times in 43 previous opportunities, and. 
each of the last 16 teams with a 3-1 cushion has 
gone on to reach the NBA Finals. 

The Pistons answered with a 29-11 run overa 
7-minute stretch—capped by Rasheed Wallace's 
3-pointer with 5:04 left in the third quarter--for 3 
а 57-53 lead. But Detroit managed only three f 
more points in the quarter, and Wade hit a pair of 
free throws with 1.5 seconds left to put Miami up 
62-60 entering the fourth. 

Detroit never led again, but afterward, its con- 
fidence still seemed unflappable. 

ll take this five,” Rasheed Wallace pro- 


aimed, “over any five in the world.” AP puts up, couldn't stop Miami superstar Dwyane Wade. 


EVEN the toughest defense, like the one Detroit's Dale Davis (left) 
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WORLD CUP VENGEANCE 


SAO PAULO, BRAZIL—BRAZILIAN PRESI- 
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said Monday 
that his country wants to face France in the 
World Cup final to “get even" for its loss in 
the 1998 tournament. 

"Everybody's saying Brazil will bein 
the final,” Silva said during his bi- 
weekly radio show “Coffee with the 
President.” "We have the best play- 
ers.” 

Silva—an ardent soccer fan—met 
last week with French President 
Jacques Chirac and said the two dis 
cussed a possible rematch of the 1998 


Brazil president: ‘We want 
France for final opponent 


World Cup final, when host France 
shocked Brazil 3-0 to win its first 
world title 

“I told Jacques Chirac that it's im- 
portant for Brazil to go to the final 
with France so Brazil can get even for 
what happened with us in '98,” Silva 
joked. 

Brazil, winner ofa record five World 
Cup titles, is favored to win again in 
next month's tournament in Germany. 

"We have to do what we know how to 
do: play soccer," Silva said. “Put on a show, 
and we can come back with the trophy" AP 
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of all time: 


OS ANGELES "MEN: THE LAST 
| Stand," the final installment of а 
Marvel comics trilogy, grossed $10 
million in its first weekend in North Ameri 
са, making it the fourth biggest debut of all 
time, according to estimates released Sun 
day. 
Tt opened in 3,690 theaters. 
x office tracker Exhibitor Relations Co. 
Last Stand" easily pushed "Da Vinci 
© o second place at the box office, only 


à week after the religious thriller took іп DIRECTOR Brett Ratner's (third from left) “X-Men” has bested the 
opening-day takes ofthe first two made by Bryan Singer. 


$77M for its first weekend. 

In the all-time rankings for the United 
States and Canada, “The Last Stand" came be- 
hind the 2002 movie “Spider Man,” which 
opened with $114.8M; last years “Episode 
1i: The Revenge of the Sith," the sixth feature. 
film in the "Star Wars" saga, at $108.4M; and 
“Shrek 2” at $108M in 2004. 

‘The new movie, based on the Marvel comic 
book series about a band of mutants, has b 
given rave reviews. It follows ће") 
but movie in 2000, which earned $54 million 
on its first weekend, and the 2003 "X2: X-Men 
United" which launched with 586M. 

Jt stars Hugh Jackman as the heroic 
Wolverine and Ian McKellen as the evil Mag- 
neto. It was directed by Brett Ratner and 
was first shown at last weel's 
festival. 

Tn the Philippines, "The Last Stand" 
P15.3 million on its first day n 
years biggest opening day so far. 

Atotal of 149,764 admissions were record- 
ed at 181 theaters. Thus, "The Last Stand" 

which opened 
е Da Vind Code, 
isn't shown in SM cinemas 
cause of its R-18 rating). AFP 
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CANNES WINNERS. Best Actresses (from left) Blanca Portillo, Lola Duenas, Penelope Cruz, 
Best Screenplay winner Spanish director Pedro Almodovar, and Best Actresses Carmen 
Maura and Yohana Cobo pose with their awards—all for their work on “Volver” at the 59th 
Cannes International Film Festival in Cannes—on Sunday. 
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Revival and reunion shows click with music buffs 


THESE PAST MONTHS, OUR MAJOR PER- 
forming venues have showcased “revival” pe 
formances of some of yesteryears top singing 
‘groups. Some of the groups have ceased to be 
popular, but their nostalgic appeal remains. 

Interestingly even younger music fans 
have reacted positively, to their "old" songs, 
proving once again that, on the local show biz 
Scene, what goes around, comes around. 

The latest group to retroactively regale Filipino 
music buffs is The Four Aces. They will sing at The 
Manila Hotel on June 1, at Clark Expo on June 2, 
at Araneta Coliseum on June 3, and at Hard Rock 
Calé-Makati on June 4. 

"The group's membership has changed through 
the years, but their ok hits still draw appreciative 
listeners—"Tell Me Why," "Three Coins in the 
Fountain,” ‘A Woman in love,” "Strangers in Par- 
adise; and the song most associated with them, 
“Love Is A Many-Splendoted Thing." 


The New Minstrels 

ON JUNE 16, a Filipino singing group, the New 
Minstrels is staging its own revival and reunion 
concert. The wellloved group from the 705 
launched the careers of singing stars like Louie 
Reyes, Ray-An Fuentes, Eugene Villaluz and 
Ding Mercado, so their fans can be expected to 
strongly support the show. 

Other local groups like 14K, the Ambivalent 
Crowd, Music and Magic and the Circus Band 
should also sing together again, to give their own 
fans a nostalgic surge! 


Award-winning British comedy group 
PEEPOLYKUS, an award-winning comedy group 


VIEWFINDER 
D 


Ad JA 
from England, will be presented by the British 
Council in performances in Manila and Cagayan 
de Oro from June 30 to July 4. 

"The groups series of one-act comedies, ‘All in 
the Timing,” dispel stress and depression by por- 
traying a joyfully absurd world where chimps at- 
tempt to, write Shakespeare, and new languages 
are improvised. 

Peepolykus are known for their brilliant perfor- 
mances and striking visuals, which earned for 
them a Fringe First Award at the Edinburgh Festi- 
val. They work with gags and audience participa- 
tion gambits that we all recognize, but they do it 


with a new slant—we are included in the game. 
For schedules, call 9141011 to 14, ext. 130. 


Kevin Spacey is Lex Luthor 

TOP thespian Kevin Spacey lets his hair 
down—actually, he shaves it all off--as he plays 
the quintessential villain, Lex Luthor in “Super- 
тап Retums.” Spacey was the first choice to play 
the evil mastermind. 

Director Bryan Singer had worked with 
Spacey previously in “The Usual Suspects,” 
and was so determined to direct him again 
that he overhauled the movie's entire shoot- 
ing schedule to take advantage of the actor's, 
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“Goldwynisms' galore 
BEFORE Ricky Belmonte, Ala Moreno, 
Joseph Estrada, Melanie Marquez and Keanna 
Reeves, there was Hollywood mogul Samuel 
Goldwyn. Like his Pinoy entertainment. col- 
leagues, he was known for his colorful and funny 
malapropisms—in fact, he started the whole 
blunderbuss. Some seminar Gokdwynisms: 

"Directors are always biting the hand that lays 
the golden ogg,” 

“Нез living beyond his means, but he can af- 
ford it” 

"My wife's hands are so beautiful, T hited а 
sculptor to male а bust of them." 

“Tm never going to write my autobiography as 
оправе" 

“You are partly 100 percent right!” 

“A verbal contract is't worth the paper is writ- 
tenon.” 

"I Roosevelt was alive, he'd turn in his gravel” 

“1m sony you felt my movie was too blood and 
thirsty” 

“Thad a great idea this moming, but din ike 
к” 
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“My new production will create an excitement 
that will sweep the county like wildflowers!" 
"My latest movie is more than magnificent—its 
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mediocre!” 
“Tread partofthe book all the way through." 
"Idont pay any attention to him—I don't even 
ignore him." 
“I challenge you to give me a frank affirmative 
answer: Yes or no.” 
“I can answer you in two words: Im Possible!” 
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№ ro 


[э] 


At the Activity Center 


Customer Service Numbers: Gloriella - 752. 


1 tHe Davinci cone 


2 


THE BENCHWARMERS 


(MEN: THE LAST STAND 
самте sets 


Customer Service text hone: 0917 6095900. 


Greenbelt 752 4853, kom 1am o I2mn. 


Alabang Town Conter - 842 2782: from 10am lo Bpm. 
‘Ayala Center Cebu -(032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Market -B86 7519 


7272; rom 10am lo pm. 


X-MEN: THE 
LAST STAND 


5 


18 
КҮРҮ? 


VINCI CODE 


X-MEN: THE LAST STAND. 


THE DA FAILURE. 


TO LAUNCH 
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2É 


THE DA 
VINCI CODE 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
бинипий ses 


GLORIETTA 


Studio 23 Event 
May 29 to 31, 2006 


Explora the world of your favorite 
Disney characters! 
May 1 to 31, 2006 


AYALA CENTER 
СЕВО 


MARKET! MARKET! 


З X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 


ГД THE BENCHWARMERS 
бим 
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THE DA VINCI CODE 
бият 
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X-MEN: THE LAST 
p ‚ 
kc 


STAND 
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FAILURE TO LAUNCH 


‘May 29. 2006 
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THE DA VINCI CODE 
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X-MEN: 


ABOUT LOVE н 
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VINCI CODE 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH 


Ortstaden 
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REENBELT | 


MANAY РО 


Ayala MUSEUM 


For bookings, pls. call Lissa at 752-7862 or Lito at 757-3862. 


"T jew е am 


TU soe 


Kulokablldo.com Media Forum Г 
Colobrity Musical Production's 
‘Summertime Review 2006 


Camp Read A Book Event 
May 29 to 31, 2008, 


Greenbelt 1 Shopping Spree! Winning Spree! Promo 
ay Ро Oct 31, 2000. 


‘Repertory Philippines presents REPORTORY SUMMER CLASSESat 


REP's Globe Theater - May 20, 22, 23, 25, 26 , 27 & 29 
For inquiries, різ. call 887-0710. 


PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines. 
May 18 ta June 18, 2006 


For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org | 


Get a chance ta win 
exciting prizes for every 
P300 worth of purchase 


May 6 - October 31, 2006 


рирге i A Stc тий 


THE LAST STAND 


WWW.XMENSTHEMOVIE.COM 


‘NOW ае АТ 


o 


ALLABOUT peNCHWARMERS CHAOS 


Where 
you find 


XoMEN 3 
ШЕ] 
[m] 
Enstwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (-5) Quezon City 


THE DA VINCI CODE 
10,0125, 1050 


BENCH WARMERS 
is 12:05, 215,425 
GUARANTEED SEATS 6:35, 048, 1056 


ea SANG э иши ma PRO ATE 


For SCREENING SCHEDULE, 
Access: 


== 


nsonsmovieworld.com 


У Ј Ш 
te y Sima. GhrmersPtaza 


КО Gateway Сло Piko 


BENCH WARMERS FAILURE TO LAUNCH 
CHAOS | алеи, тезии 715190 
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T To боп their prize. Al 
response e той upon claiming of prize. Thankyou 
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XMEN3 THE DAVINCICODE | 
ТЕЕ С nanais ДЫ OTO 


BREAK THE CODE AT GATEWAY CINEPLEX 10 & AŬ MALL CINEMAS 


matthew 


sarah jessica 
meconaughey “parker 


To leave the nest, 
some men just 
need a little push. 


failure 
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FOXTROT 


WHAT ARE HACKING 
‘You Dos? INTO THE 
1 NATIONAL 
SECURTY 

AGENCY'S 
COMPUTERS. 


1 WANT To DELETE A 
FEW THINGS FROM ALL 
‘THE PHONE RECORDS 
THEY'VE ALLEGEDLY 
BEEN COLLECTING 
‘ON EVERYBODY. 


зо YOU CALLED EILEEN 
JACOBSON. GET OVER IT. 


ComickRelief minosea 


BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


nym 


BY JESS ABRERA 


Hmm... DITO 
ANG MATA 


azar 


DITO ANG BUHOK, 


5/ PA KING 
BAKIT, 


May FATILYAZ) 


LA 


MARVIN 


if YOU'RE A HUMAN AND 
МОТ A BOG. HOW DO YOU 
EXPLAIN "ME FACT THAT 
YOU DON'T LOOK ANYTHING, 
LIKE YOUR MOM" AND “DAD'S, 
7 


е: 
BABY BLUES 


PAN, We LAE ware M, 
Кю чон we HE SIPP. 


Е 
Teese TANG EASE WE 
NEED UNE WERE NT TRE 

(осе STOPE? 


m) 
por мау. 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


IM TRYING 
MY HAND АТ 


ES 


Y т 3 
JUST Because I САМТ | we GoTTA DREAM 
LA, LALLA, 


CARRY A TUNE DOESN'T | giç! THAT'S WHAT 
MEAN I CAN'T Be THe | opran SAID. 
FUTURE MUSICAL icoN 
OF ALL TIME. & 


POVERTY IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


Mie and extremely capable. You often convey an image of being detached or cool. In truth, under this mask you are 
Quite sensitive and vulnerable. You're very much on top of the details in your life. This year can be one of the most 


owerful years of your life. Demand the advantage! 
Birthdate of: Coin Purell actor, Clint Eastwood, actor; Brooke Shields actress. 
ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
о Sune 20): You feel ob- 
ШЕ arguments todo sesed with buying 
Power "struggles wid Something or geting 
family members "are your way їп financial 
highly likely: however they won't maners. Spending money compul- 
NAAN things or promote beter re- sively i a poor way to handle your 
fntons. hard-earned cash 
o View today. The upside © 
Of this is that you can 
Sell, persuade and influ 
ence anyone ut at what cost? nation. Be gentle with others. 
Sidesicp people who come on too 
Strong. 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): There's a penetrat: 
ing quality to your mind 
today. You want to 
probe mysteries and get 

the answers to unsolved questions. 

Research will go extremely well! 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You might be 
pushy with your point of 


CANCER Gune 21 to 
July 22): Today Mer. 
шу in your sign oppos- 
ез Pluto. This is the clas- 
sic combination for pro- 
paganda and indocui- 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Ве careful 
about being obsessed 
with a particular idea to- 
day. Sometimes this is 

useful, but generally itis off-putting 

to others. 

(And don't let others do this to you.) 


LIBRA 
2: 
y 
might try very hard to 
ing rie YOU, about 
something. Possibly, this is happen- 
ing the other way around. Enher 


way, lighten up. 
Set to the bottom of any- 


thing if you're looking 


for an answer You have a probin 
mind. Y 


(Sept. 23 to Oct. 
someone (perhaps 


Across 

1 Autor Jong 

Hs 

1 Pose 

1 facet 

18 еза 
[^ 

19 Compass d 

17 нетру 
fov Van 
юш 

20 Коњот 
Е 
йо 

а Wen siops 

22 Butts де 

ИТ 

араны 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Your research 
skills are marvelous to- 
day You can definitely 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21) Power 
struggles over shared 

sions or oily 
ld property could take 
place today. People are 
mot in the mood to cooperate or 
‘compromise. Friday isa much better. 


day for discussions. 
ments can erupt over al- 


most anything. Each 


marty thinks he or she knows whats 
st. Furthermore, people think 
they know whats best for others! 


(Horrors.) 
for you to use itis to in- 


confidence 

28 innovative 
concepts, to 
some 

32 Pungent bub 

33 Conundrum 

34 Hommarskgod 
ofthe UN. 

35 Revealing 
skins 

36 mo 

39 Tarzan 
wannabes 

41 Tasty 

43 Plagirtzed? 

47 Rocky ridges 

48 Indy segment. 

49 nalan seaport 

50 Mongol invadar 

53 Rationers of 
WW 

56 Eito group of 
experts 

во Witter Deighton 

07 Fascist Вабо 

62 Chicago-based 
fim ele 

вз Slalom staner? 

64 Bridge орел 

% Paavo the 
Fiying Finn 


DOWN 

1 Black, to Blake 

2 Last breath 

3 Momoria Day 
Taco. ойу 

4 Eccone piaco 

5 Juneau man 

6 Decree 

7 Solo 

8 Nips inthe bud 


"Nip J Anderson. 
land, OR. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Be patient 
wih pariners and 
friends ‘today. Argu- 


9 Tako a chair 

10 | doubt 

T1 Он seed 

12 Hemogotin 
daficercy 

13 Rs 

18 Nuremberg 
подамо 

19 Wear away 

23 ETS wansport 

24 Goes onto say 

25 Notting 

26 Stort assent 

2] Bambi's aunt 

28 Hair purchase 

29 Fin 

30 Liko pads and 

kas 

зл un Clos 
Pring 

35 Sicotof 
Sables 

з Fat fom. 

37 Роше 

38 ргавеш poom 

30 Сапта 
Show 

40 "To Gold Bug? 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Rb. 8: Theres а 
Strong energy out there 
today, and the bes way 


troduce reform and im- 


provement at work. Or you might 
apply this same energy to improving 


your health. 
Фе. The feeling "I know 


‘what's best for you" per- 


meates everything and everyone. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Be gentle 
with children today, It's 
easy to fly off the han- 


46 Оше 
50 Stars i 
51 Up tothe task 


MIKROKOSMOS 

BUNSOY, AND ВА! ВАТ) 
Mo KINALAT ANG 
gASURA PITO SA 
KWART ko?! 


WAG Kang 
MAG-ALALA, 
KULOT! MAY 
BAG» 'KONG 
VACUUM 


ВҮЈОМКЕТЕЈОО 


IKAW ANG DAPAT 
MAG ALALA! 


BROWN ouT PITO 
SA AMIN NGAYON E! 


KIKO MACHINE 


740100 NM W MUTANT 


LOVEKNOTS 


Ned ATA MANOK то: { 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


[HALIMBAWANG ТОТО 
NGA МА MAY ANAK SUM 


SIND AT NASARN KAYA AKR KAMAG-ANAK 

PANG МСА KAMAG-ANAK- J NILA YUNG MGA 
NAGPAPA-PAKD SA 
UR 


Non-Stop Laughs from 
THE FUN B 
Mines paaa] Е 
г SCHNEIDER SPADE HEDER 
From the guys who brought you BIG DADDY 
аэ, 
NPA 


Stars Cherry Pie Picache, John Prats, Po- 
10 Ravales, Jiro Manio 

Directed by Joel Lamangan 

Billed as a “Mothers Gay Presentation," 
comedy centers on the insouciant single mom 
(Picache) of three gay boys (Ravales, Prats and 
Manio). Picache says this “wacky film” also has 
a serious side—showing the “hardships of a par- 
ent and young gays.” Executive producer Lily 
Monteverde believes Filipinos are more than 
ready for movies with gay characters. She says, 
"Wee proud to present these gay characters 
sympathetically and in a non-judgmental way" 


Ali About Love 


Stars Angelica Panganiban, John Lloyd 


3 OLDER GUYS SHOULD BE ABLE TO BEAT 
, THE NEIGHBORHOOD BULLIES...RIGHT? Е 


ES i — 09 


^. A Deadly Cop. 
A Dangerous Criminal.. .~ 


‘Who will be the last man standing? : 


JdASON \/ / WESLEY `. 
STATHAM SNIPE 


m. CHIMDS« 


m— 


RCM ias es s 


4 JOHN LLOYD CRUZ BEA ALONZO ч 
ANNE CURTIS LUIS MANZANO ANGELICA PANGANIBAN JASON ABALOS 
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OPENING TODAY 


Cruz, Bea Alonzo, Anne Curtis, Luis Man- 
zano, Jason Abalos 

Directed by Joyce Bernal, Jerry Lopez 
Sineneng, Don Cuaresma 

The 13th anniversary presentation of Star 
Cinema is a trilogy that gathers three love 
teams and is touted as “300 percent kilig (ro 


episode as "the most dramatic.” ‘Manzano and 
Curtis insist theirs is the “most fun.” Pangani- 
ban and Abalos think theirs is the “most pas- 
away.” 


Chaos 

Stars Jason Statham, Wesley Snipes, 
Ryan Phillippe 

Directed by Tony Giglio 

File under the “mismatched cops” action 


stimall Mem 
1: АИ About Love 

: The Ba Vinci Code 
З: Мапау Po 


Everyday Fan Day ot Stall 


"nim Coty gs Figs Ana acs aaa eB Sutin [| тру 
nt o eT Cay ёр н ат KY Wes San 
ЕАН STREET Live Sr sept fut Venga Sir ABD) 


METROPO! 


4: The Da Vinci Code 
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genre. Ап eager 
rookie detective 
(Phillippe) and а 
grizzled veteran 
with a shady past 
(Statham) are 
thrown together and 
must put aside their 
differences in order 
to capture a brilliant. 
bank robber 
(Snipes). Vince Leo 
of Qwipster.net says 
the film is "glossy, 

entertain- 
ment strictly for fans 
of the stars and for 
those who aren't 
looking for anything 
out of the ordinary." 


From Beyondholly- 
wood.com: “If 
you've seen at least 
two cop films in your 
life, you've no doubt 
seen most of ‘Chaos’ 
. [Its] not a bad 
film. In fact, it's rea- 
sonably good and 
entertaining.” 


The 


Benchwarmers 

Stars Rob Schnei- 
der, David Spade, 
Jon Heder, Jon 
Lovitz 

Directed by Den- 
nis Dugan 

Revenge of the 
nerds, anyone? A 
rich geek puts to- 
gether an underdog 
baseball team and 
competes with the 
“meanest” Little 
League in the state. 
Their goal is “to 
prove that everyone 
has the right to en- 
joy" America's fa- 
vorite sport. E! On- 
line cautions: "The 
best jokes are in the 
trailer... the rest in- 
volve nose-picking, 
vomiting, spitting 
and farting.” James 
Parker of the Boston 
Globe points out: 
“But there are also 
moments of beauty. 1 


laughed eight times 
and a gentleman be- 


IN CINEMAS JUNE 6 


Distributed by: Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


hind me was wheez- 
ing in delight.” 


Failure 
to Launch 


Stars Sarah Jes- 
sica Parker, 
Matthew ме 
Conaughey, Kathy 
Bates 
Directed by Tom 
Dey 
Exasperated par- 
ents hire a woman to 
make their thir- 
tysomething son fall 
in dove—in the 
hopes of forcing him 
out of their home 
where he has been 
overstaying. Roger 
Ebert of the Chicago 
Sun-Times is just as 
infuriated аз the 
guy's parents: "What 
stupid people these 
are." Eleanor Ringel 
Gillespie of the At- 
lanta Journal-Con- 
stitution sums it up: 
"The stars don't fail; 
the story does,” Cari- 
na Chocano of the 
Los Angeles Times 
It’s enough to 
make you think Hol- 
lywood is run by the. 
world's leas in- 
spired alchemists.” 
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GSIS drops bid to sell stake in EPCIBank 


By Michelle V. Remo ini 1 1 nority stake. 
; Wants SSS to sell stocks jointly to fetch higher price "узео 
THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE versal Bank offered to buy the 
Insurance System (GSIS) has been trying to convince the SSS told reporters in a briefing. investors. mum P95 a share, saying this GSIS shares, but offered a price of 
junked its plan to sell its stake in to sell its stake in EPCIBank to- Garcia insisted there were After news about potential would give the pension fund only P56 a share, Garcia said. He, 
Equitable-PCl Bank, at least for gether with the government pen- three investors, two of whom buyers GSIS shares saw print manager a reasonable profit. He added that this was not accept- 
now, saying it was better iftheSo- sion fund's to attract a higher were foreign, who were willing to early this month, price of EP- noted that GSIS bought the able to the GSIS because selling 
cial Security System would be price for the block. Duy shares in the bank if they CIBank jumped to more than P80 - shares in the bank at P92 each. at that price would make him acz 
jointly selling its own shares in “Investors would be willing to would be able to hold a majority а share after hovering between But looking for a buyer who countable before the Office of the 
the bank. buy if they would be getting a ma- stake. He shrugged off insinu P54 апі P56. would agree on that price would Ombudsman for selling the 
GSIS president and general jority stake in the bank, but the tions thatthe GSIS was only mak- Garcia said the GSIS would be Бе a little difficult if the investor shares ata loss. 
manager Winston Garcia has 0515 onlyhas 13 percent,” Garcia ing up the story on the interested willing to sell its stake at a mini- would end up only having a mi- 


Govt delays 
Pasig ferry 
launch 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


695/85 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS MOVED BACK TO 
years end the launch of the Pasig River fe 
system, effectively giving the projects win- 
ning bidder—which had fallen behind in its = 
rollout commitment—a new lease on life. AN к 
The delay means that Nautical Transport DESIRED Se 
Services will have six more months to comply 
with its commitments, which calls for a ferry 
system that can transport at least 28,000 pas- ~ - 
sengers a day along the rivers 27-kilometer > 2 
stretch. 
Ina telephone interview, Pasig River Reha- 
bilitation Commission (PRRC) executive di- 
rector Bingle Gutieres said the decision to de- 
lay the launch date was made partly because 
the government was also behind on its com- 
mitments to the project. 
"We are also delayed with the construction 
of the stations," she said, referring to the 14 
riverside terminals which the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications (DOTC) 
has committed to build under the deal with... 
Nautical Transport. 
The original contract called for the service 
to start operations by February 2006 with at 
least five ferries and another five in operation 
by June. 
The PRRC is the agency in charge with the 
project's implementation in close coordina- 
tion with the transportation department. Itis 
initially working on building eight ferry sta 
tions. 
Six contracts have so far been awarded to 
various builders while another station in 
Valenzuela, Makati City, is on hold pending 
the resolution of a right-of-way dispute with a 
private property owner. 
“Because of this, we have given [Nautical 
Transport] until yearend {to finish the ferry 
boats],” she said. 
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e THE JAGUAR X-TYPE 


SALOON & ESTATE. 


Most of us DESIRE excitement, 
EE ep. ; А Е 
т OWNERSHIP we SPEND our lives searching for it. THEN one day, 


LL. BEGINS it COMES looking for us. 
STOCK MARKET 


AT 
PSE COMPOSITE INDEX PHP 2 6- %0 и Experience the JAGUAR. Х-ТУРЕ. 


And TALK to us about special payment schemes. 
Available for a LIMITED time only. 


DESIRED BY MANY. EXCLUSIVE BY CHOICE. 


(See sack maka report on Page B2) SHOWROOM | SERVICE CENTER 
Stocks up slightly TEX ENZO Bldg.. 399 Sen Gil Puyat Ave., || 3904 Quingua St, (near EDSA/Buendia) 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.75-PERCENT dou City | Makati City 
higher yesterday due to expectations tat Tel: (652) 807-8888 Tel: (632) 881-7252 * Kc (632) 882-6504 
the government would soon release favor- ue paba x 
able first-quarter economic growth figures, JA GUAR , Fax: (632) 895-2677 24-HR HBLP LINE: (0920) 952-4827 
dealers sald E-mail: sales@jaguar.com.ph || E-mail: service@jaguar.com.ph 
"They said last-minute buying drove the 
market higher following a listless session, 
although the ight volumes suggest many 
investors were on the sidelines JAGUAR CARS, INC, recommends 
The Philippine Stock Exchange compo- 
STOCKS m2 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


ROBINSONS LAND CORP (RLO), 

the property arm of the Gokong- 
wei family, will raise at least 5220 
million from an offer of shares to 
local and international investors 
in July. 

‘Trailing the successful offering 
of its sister firm Universal Robina 
Corp. this year, RLC told the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) 
that the total share offer will be 
‘about 932.8 million shares, of 
"which some 450 million shares 
will serve as the primary offer. 

"The primary offering will come 
out of RLC's unissued authorized 
capital stock. 


The price will be computed 
based on the average trading 
price of RLC's shares during the 
ten days preceding the pricing 
date of the offer, subject to a dis- 
count of up to 10 percent. 

RLC has tapped UBS Invest- 
ment Bank to handle the deal. 

RIC yesterday closed at P11 а 
share. 

The Gokongwei — group, 
through ОВС, earlier raised P12 
billion from the sale of shares to 
foreign and local investors. 

The exercise increased URCS 
public float to 40 percent from 10 
percent. 

The same tack is being applied 
to RLC to boost its liquidity. 


BEDRIDDEN 
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BUSINESS 


RLC to raise $220M in share offer 


RLC is launching two major 
residential projects within the 
next two years, which will target 
the Binondo” Filipino-Chinese 
communities and overseas Fil- 
ipino workers 

Next year, it will start construc- 
tion of Otis 888, its second up- 
scale townhomes cluster project 
on the four-hectare old Manila 
Gas property the company re- 
cently acquired from the govern- 
ment. 

Otis 888, which is on Otis Road 
beside UN Avenue in Manila, will 
consist of 200 units spread across 
three hectares. RLC is also plan- 
ning to put up a three to four- 
storey mall on the remaining one 


hectare lot. 

A call center will take up 
10,000 square meters of mall 
space, and may cater to 1,500 to 
2,000 seats. The тай is slated to 
open in 2007. 

Also, RLC will soon begin a res- 
dential project to cater to fami- 
lies of overseas Filipino workers. 
‘The housing project will be locat- 
ed on a 9.3hectare lot in 
Merville, Parafiaque City. Launch 
date is set for the third quarter 
this year. 

RLC at the moment is in talks 
with a private owner of a lot in 
Fort Bonifacio for the possible 
construction of a residential con- 
dominium in the area. 


PSE threatens to suspend 


BEDSORES? 


FLYPAD 
“Tatay eliminates bedsores 
+ Ne need to turn patient as pad 
altemataly inatas & dates every 
$тимез 
Пеле pressure оп patients back 
‘Imported йот USA. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: MEDICAL BED SORE PATCHES 


(@ FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
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trading of 15 listed firms 


ТНЕ PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE (PSE) 
yesterday warned 15 listed firms that it would 
automatically suspend trading of their shares 
ifthey fail to submit their required annual re- 
ports today. 

The PSE earlier granted a grace period of up 
to May 31 to a number of companies that were 
‘unable to submit their annual reports under “Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission Form 17A." 

Francis Lim, PSE president said that, "once 
the deadline extension expires today, the PSE 
will on June 1 automatically suspend trading 

of stocks of all firms 


GUIDES, LECTURERS | 
"PRODUCT DEMOS TRAD, 
BAZAARSALCONEERE 


HOSTSATOUR: 


PARTY ORGANIZERS, EVENT PLANNERS; PARTY 
RERS; NETWORIGMARKETERS 

'SHOWST CHILDREN'S PARTIES 

LANDE OUTDOORZACTVI 


] that failed to beat the 
deadline.” 

The deadline for 
submission of the re- 
ports originally lapsed 
last May 2. But the 


PSE softened up and considered the difficulties 
the companies were having in preparing their 
financial statements in compliance to new ac- 
counting standards under the Intemational Ас- 
counting Standards/ Philippine Accounting 
‘Standards (IAS/PAS). 

‘The IAS/PAS took effect last Dec. 31 

At press time, 15 listed companies have yet 
to submit their 2005 annual reports. These 
are: Apex Mining Со. Inc., Benguet Corp., 
Cosmos Bottling Corp., Cyber Bay Corpora- 
tion, ОМС! Holdings inc., Federal Chemicals 
Inc, Metro Alliance Holdings & Equities 
Corp., MRC Allied Industries Inc., Pacifica 
Inc, Philippine National Construction Corp. 
Philippine Realty and Holdings Corp., RFM 
Corp., Swift Foods Inc., Unioil Resources & 
Holdings Company Inc, Uniwide Holdings 
Inc. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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(1) Weatherwood is the weath 
resistant kin-dried wood from. 
Matimco, Inc. Weatherwood 
components are masterfully 
crafted pieces that provide 
accent and highlights of the great 
outdoors. Weathenwood is for 
decking, trellis, gazebo railings 
and timber bridge. 


(2) Heavy type pallet racks аге 
available in selective or drive-in 
racking system. Distributed by 
Moduletech Rack Center. 


(9) Every day, Bostik products 
are used by professionals to 
deliver high quality results and 
consistent performance for 
projects in tiing, flooring, 
‘waterproofing, renovation, 
decorating and specialist 
assembly. (Вовік Philipines, 
Inc. formerly Globalbrands Со 


Inc 


neum 
d mili 
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Global Steel to start export 


THE COUNTRY MAY SOON EX- 
pect to start earning dollars from 
locally made steel products after 
Global Steel Philippines Inc. an- 
nounced that it would be wrap- 
ping up supply talks with possible 
overseas buyers. 

GSP chief operating office BS 
Mohnani said the company was in 
talks with companies operating in 
the United States and Europe who 
are interested in buying hotrolled 
coils (HRCS) from the Philippines. 

HRCs are the inputs for cold- 
rolled coils (CRCs) used in mak- 
ing industrial goods such as auto- 


y ti £s did lo Xo er 


HARDWARES CONSOLIDATED, INC. 


mobile components, precision 
tubesand consumer durables. 

"We are in the process of con- 
cluding sales agreements," 
Mohnani said, adding that the ex- 
port of HRCs would mark the first 
time the company would be ex- 
porting since the plant started op- 
erating again in 2004. 

GSP began operating the former 
National Stee! Corp. production f 
«у in Iligan City, while the plant 
was still under rehabilitation. 

Mohnani said GSP planned to 
export HRCs worth $10 million in 
Junealone. Ronnel W. Domingo 


RCBC 
to issue 
debt 
notes 


MID-SIZE LENDER 


new 
through an issuance of 
$100 million in subor- 
dinated notes and 200 
million preferred 
shares, the company 
yesterday said. 

In its disclosure, 
RCBC said that its 
board approved theis- 
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(4) Elegance abounds with 
this unique convergence of. 
design and function. Boasting 
of firm, classic lines that 
speak of suble strength, the 
Alto Ноо! States is your 
natural safeguard against the 
elements, Alto by Vazquez 
Commodities Corp. 


5) GE M-Pact Air Circuit 
Breakers are designed to 
maich the most demanding 
requirements for rapid 
detection and safe 
interruption of faults. GE M- 
Pact ACB is distributed by KC 
Industrial Corp. 


(6) Apo Premium Quaity 
by CEMEX PHILIPPINES 


suance of “perpetual 
subordinated notes” 
worth $100 million, 
which will form part 
of the banks Tier 1 
and Tier 2 capital 

Of this amount, 
$2789 million wil 
consist of hybrid tier 1 
or core capital, and the 
balance as tier 2 or 
supplementary capital 

"The bank also said 
its board agreed to 
the issuance of up to 
200 million preferred 
shares with a par val- 
ue of P10 a share. 

The shares may be 
issued in either pesos 
or US dollars. 

Also, the bank will 
issue | underlying 
common shares to 
cover the conversion 
of the preferred 
shares into common 
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Country 


шн 


United States Dollar 


Japan Yon 


Unted Kingdom. Pound 


Hong Kong 
Seitreriand я 


Dolar 


ane 


Canada Dolar 
Singapore. Dollar 


Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunei 


Dollar, 
Dinar 
яа 

Dolar 


Indonesia Rupiah 
Thaland Baht 


UAE 


Dirham 


Euro Euro 


Brazii 


Real 


Denmark Kronor 
inda Rupee. 


Malaysia 
Мечо 
Now Zealand 
South Alfica. 
Korea 
Taiwan 


Ringgit 
Now Peso 
Dollar 
Rand 
Won 

Mi Dollar 


ENGE] 
tare 
Equivalent 


0.784129 
0006970 
1488167 
2101099 
0610120 
0.709363 
0496598 
0.504848 
2.079973 
0.209068. 
0495031 
0000065 
0.020508 
0.213490 
1.000000 
0249901 
13440 
0.017013 
0.216073 
0.070111 
0496976 
0.120422 
0.000828 
0024487 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1.000000 
0208899 
1.859600 
0128032 
0.816727 
0904650 
0533312 
0758810 
2652600 
0265624 
0631313 
0.000109 
0028154 
0272284 
1275300 
0445229 
0.171089 
0021697 
0275558 
0088412 
0633794 
0153574 
0001056 
0031228 


Peso 
Equivalent 


528170 
04700 
982185 
6.8098 
431371 
477809 
334498 
400675 
140.1018. 
140823 
393441 
0.0058 
13814 
14.3802 
67.3575 
23.5685 
9.0354 
1.1460 
145511 
4125 
384751 
8.1113 
0.0558 
18494 


Stocks up slightly sorse 


shares which will be 
listed on the PSE. 
Bank officials yes- 
terday were unable 
to give more detail: 
RCBC had said its 
first-quarter net in- 
come soared 200 per- 
cent to P321 milion 
froma year ago due to 
growth in net interest 


income as well as 
higher trading income. 


Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


site index gained 17.19 points to 
2,300.08 after moving between 
2,275.47 and 2,303.54. 

Volume was 1.02 billion shares 
worth P1.2 billion. Gainers led losers 
431034, with SO stocks unchanged. 

Economists said the economy 
was likely to expand by 5 to 6 per- 
cent year-on-year in the first 
quarter, thanks to a recovery in 
farm output which complements 
a robust services sector. 

“Today investors just took ad- 
vantage of the key index’s low 


level and took positions ahead of 
the GDP (gross domestic prod- 
чк) data due out (on Wednes- 
day),” said Astro del Castillo of 
First Grade Holdings Ine. 

“The market is at oversold lev- 
els. A technical rebound is immi- 
nent but the bulls must rest for 
the meantime, I think the market 
will remain in consolidation 
mode before moving higher amid 
а generally positive longterm 
outlook on the economy" Del 
Castillo added. AFP 
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PSBank's HIGHER RATES 
MAKE YOUR = Ka mini KAG 
DOLLARS BEAR 1month | 3.00% | 3.13% | 3.05% | 3.505. 
MORE FRUIT. mU 2 months | 3.13% | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.63% 
3 months | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.38% | 3.69% 
Cumulative Return months | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.44% | 3.75% 


Investment Fund mc ons) . i2 months] 3.38% 


Philamli 

,REFRIGERATORS __ Donar Bond Fund 17%** 

| SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only |1 
___ Regular Price SALE PRICE 
[Top Mount White scs] 245950 Р 16,950. || 
[| тор Mount Write вв. 22295957, Р 19.950. || 
Side by Side White 1616929507 P 95.950. mememe yen Сај (02) 528-2028. 
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GLOBEQUEST 
VPN EXPRESS 
PROVIDES 
SECURE, COST- 
EFFECTIVE REMOTE 
NETWORK SERVICE 


Traditionally. companies requiri 
access for their data transport and 

To rely on prohibitive costs of dedicated data 
fines or thë cheaper but much slower dial-up 
connections. 

However, organizations now have an af- 
fordablealtemative to aditional remote ac- 
cess solutions by shing to the Internet юзе. 
uy extend the reach of their network re- 

"Thus, GlobeQUEST is introducing VPN 
Express, a method of ensuring private, secure 
communication between two or mare af 
in geographically separate locations Ма the 
Interact ata reasonabie price 

Tris best for retailers, franchisers, airlines, 
logistics and traders, manufacturers, gover 
tment and academe, and other muhi-site busi- 
nesses and could be used for help desk sup- 
port, POS application, remote monitoring, in- 
ventory management, video conferencing, e- 
teaming application hosting, among others: 

GIG QUEST VPN Express. initiates 
1PSee tunneling and encryption to enable a 
site office ofthe customer network to be virtu- 
ally connected to s headquarters and other 
branches 

PS is a protocol which sits on top of the 
Internet Protocol (IP) layer and ensures en- 
hanced Intemet security and privacy of dala, 
thereby preventing unauthorized. persons 
from accessing the information being re 
Ете 

In addition, the IPSec-based GlobeQUEST 
VEN Express integrates and supports muliple 
technologies and access methods that allow 
companies to build on their existing network 
sod continue (o run business applications 
Whether voice, data or video over a wide arca. 

Thus, liens can realize. significant 
savings. on operational expenses though 
insovative design and approach to private 
networking 

"The service is, likewise, easily scalable, 
customizable and exible to meet the clients 
rowing needs and is fully-integrated with 
GiobeQUEST'sprivae диа network services 
Such as MPLS (Multiprotocol Label Switch 
ing) which can be used ю agregate traffic to 
thehead office. 

GIobeQUEST VPN Express offers vari- 
ant that are tailor-fit to customer networking. 
requirements and provides the clients with an 
"always on" connectivity to ensure real time 
information availability from Из peographi- 
cally dispersed branches or location 

Realtime connectivity enables customer 
to have updated information from dispersed 
locuin. This tanstes imo faster decision 
making better monitoring and improve 
ме 

itis available anywhere anyone can get an 
нет connection. whether ш the 
Philippines or abroad and can be accessed 
through foreign partner service providers or 
pea 

ї also provides end-to-end management 
for proactive monitoring of customer network 
as well as valuc-added features such as Voce 
over Internet Protocol (VolP) and Managed 
Security 
Muere eue ^! GlobeQUEST, we i planning ahead our business solutions are always innovative to prevent you 
in а cost-effective, fast and simple approach. from being limited by existing technology. In fact, we were the f ernatio е Line Circuits (IPLCs) using Fiber Optic 
Businesses can link up customers, suppliers technology, allowing you to communicate with your offices jhtning speed. GlobeQUEST was also the first to bring 
and partners to drive more revenues, act fa H d 
and extend berter customer experience. High-Speed Broadband | rnet in the country and offer wireless fidelity (WiFi) services nationwide through 

Expect more from GlobeQUEST, as it po- WIZ (Wireless Internet Zone) giving you access to the Internet outside your home and Through BAX (Broadband Acces: 
пете рар ачан м ervi ultra high speed connectivity up to Gigabits of capacity across the country. With Internet Protocol Virtual Private 

GIobeQUEST, the corporate business rk (IP-VPN), you can access corporate data from different offices sec sternet. We evolve our products to match 
group of Innove Communications, is a leader 
ме networking solutions In the 
Philippines. t has ап assembly of products 
and Services such as GIobeQUEST Private 
Networks, GlobeQUEST Broadband Interet, лойи өг: Privata : м Glebe 
GlobeQUEST Corporate Voice, Globe. 

QUEST Broadband Access, GlobeQUEST 
DaliCentes, and GlobeQUEST Enterprise 
Mobility Solutions - each designed o answer 
any challenge п business may conceive For 
more information, ps og on 1o www globe- 


st.com ph. 


ur needs, equipping you with everything you need to mi d. We are built for change. 4f your goal is to move ahead, call us. 


E-mail: pr, motoring@inguirercom.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
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schedule: arrive at Pi 


NE LOOK AT OUR GROUPS ITINERARY, THIS 
writer knew we would be facing a very tight 


'uerto Princesa in Palawan 


at 9:15 a.m., have an early lunch at Asturias Hotel, start 


test driving the latest Hond 


а Civic at 11 a.m., take а 


1:45 p.m. boat ride to Dos Palmas Arreceffi island re- 


sort, rest and then fly back to 


But by some amazing stroke of 
luck our flight got delayed by four 
hours! This means there will be 
changes in the itinerary including 
shortening our more than a hun- 
dred kilometer test drive. 
Looking on the bright side, the 
short test drive that afternoon 
gave us a valuable opportunity to 


Manila the next morning. 


ride and handling characteristics. 

As we sped along the 
province's well-paved but twisty 
eastern coastal road, the new 
Civic handled comers pretty 
tightly, kept its poise under hard 
braking or sudden movement, 
and provided adequate feedback. 

Providing the needed momen- 


BRAKE feel of the new Civic was 
solid, steering response certain, 
if not sports car-quick. 


18iter), single overhead cam, 16- 
valve, EVTEC four-cylinder engine 
that produces 155 horsepower (or 
140 for the 1.81), with power di- 
rected to the front wheels through 
a five-speed manual transmission 


Daring 

The new Civics inte- 
rior is equally daring, 
featuring what Honda 
calls a two-tier instru- 
ment panel. 

The digital 
speedometer, tempera- 
ture gauge and fuel gauge. 
are moved atop the dash- 
board right behind the steering 
wheel's top edge. Such position 
allow the driver to also see the 
road ahead while being aware of 
the speed. Tachometer and other 
gauges are in the conventional, 
lower location, and require a nor- 
mal glance down. 

But Honda's real achievement 
is that it has created a car that 


` 


ng drive 


WITH A FUTURISTIC, cab-forward 


1 
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design, the 2006 Honda Civic has more presence on the road. 


and sporty styling and functions. 
With the redesigned 2006 Civic, 
Honda sheds conservatism and 
continues its trend-setting ways. 

Indeed, as we ended our ab- 


moon, we were pretty sure that 
this latest offering from Honda 
will again hurtle the company to 
newer heights while giving the 


experience firsthand the cars 


tum forthe new Civic isa 2-liter (or 


# Going the distance again 


BY THE TIME THIS INSTALLMENT REACHES 
the readers’ doorsteps, I'll probably be some- 
where in the middle of the most difficult driv- 
ing challenge in this year's automotive events 
calendar. Rather than state the obvious, let's 
just say that this task might involve the length 
of the island of Luzon, a major 
petroleum player and six brave 
teams looking to break the 1,114- 
kilometer mileage mark on a single 
tank of unleaded pump gas. 
Exaggeration aside, the run from 
Pagudpud to Sorsogon is no small 
feat of wheel work. Already, I'm get- 
ting tired thinking about the hours 
upon hours that will be spent be- 
hind the wheel of one of the chase 


cars. Yes, thats right, Tm not com- 4.rdre Palma 


peting in the mileage classification 
but rather, am going to help shep- 
herd the people who think they've got what it 
takes to excel the driving skill and ability of a 
man that I respect very much, his signature pe- 
tite athletic shorts notwithstanding 

The distance is downright sobering; all told 
the driving will cover over 1,500 kilometers 
from flag off, through transport and run out. 
What makes matters more severe is that this 
will be literally driving away from circum- 
stances that 1 am more familiar and comfort- 
able with. Habits, especially the ones of a 
driving nature, are hard to break, particularly 
when you become accustomed to some- 
thing—like one's essential afternoon caffeine 
and the required half pack of Lucky Lights. 

‘Admittedly, Lam more used to the daily close 
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My DRIFT 


‘quarters driving situation typical of a congested 
metropolis. The faster, lowing clip at which this 
drive will probably assume is something that 
One must adjust to, not that this up tempo 
change is going to be a source of complaint 
from many. 

‘The changing driving surfaces and 
the rhythm of the road, meaning the 
‘manner with which it cambers and 
turns, will also need to be taken into 
consideration. There is no way one 
can generalize that the driving con- 
ditions in the Ilocos region will be 
similar to the ones in Bicolandia, lt 
will not take a seasoned driver to fig- 
ure these differences out but am ac- 
Al. ually looking forward to seeing how 

the road nuances itself over such an 
extended distance, over a very short 
period of time. 

‘The demeanor of the drivers that we will 
encounter will also be predictably varied, but 
not by very much. Filipinos, as skilled and in- 
sane as we are behind the wheels of whatever 
we drive, can often be found lacking in our 
fear of the afterlife, religious a nation as we 
are. This is not a constant across our people of 
course. The plucky question at hand is: who 
among the drivers in the Philippines are the 
most God-fearing? 

And one cannot go on talking of such a 
marathon undertaking, under the most fickle of 
‘summer conditions, and not make mention of 
Mother Nature. Weather may very well make or 
break this epic drive. The predicted conditions 
for the trip will be one of a gray nature—all ће 
more making this endurance run difficult to 
deal with. For the contestants the possibility of 
‘wet weather means that they will have to pull 
‘consistency out of their bag of tricks. The ideal 
speeds for a test of this nature (Le. the slow and 
sure pace) should prove the way to go, regard- 
less if heavens spew oceans of rain or if the sun 
decides to bake us all to a crisp. 

At the end of the journey, people might 
actually break the 1,114-km mileage 
record and therefore find themselves re- 
ceiving the deserved accolades for a feat 
so steeped in skill. That's what this 
lengthy exercise means for many, and the 
publicity from such claim the true momen- 
tum for the drive. For me though, it will be 
about seeing parts of this country from ће 
best possible vantage point: the driver's 
seat. And though I will be driving away, at 
some point the trip will be about driving 
back—to home and you. 


from Rapide 


, LIFETIME WARRANTY ON OUR 
‘PREMIUM BRAKE PADS & SHOES 


You never have to buy brake pads & shoes ever again 


For more details, visit’any Rapide Branch or 
Il our Hotline No: 895-9486 • 890-3913 
Cel: 0917-8589522 + Email: contactus@rapide.com.ph 
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ora five-speed automatic. 


| JUST LIKE FRIENDS, CAR MODELS 
‘come and go. Some leave the car 
market after only a few years with- 
out saying good-bye. The exit of 
others is announced with the grand 
entrance of its replacement. Exam- 
ple: Good-bye, Revo; Hello, Innova. 
Ifyou were to draw upa list of car 
models that went “bye-bye” in the 
last few years, you would come up 
1 with a pretty long list. Start with the 
Toyota Tamaraw/Revo, for many 
years the undisputed best-selling 
Asian utility vehicle (AUV) in this 
country. On Feb. 14, 2005, when 
Toyota Motor Philippines Corp. 
launched the Innova to replace the 
Revo, they also announced that 
they had stopped producing the Re- 
хо the preceding December. 


Orphaned 

Did you hear the gnashing of 
teeth and cuss words coming from 
} those who had just bought a Revo 
the year before? If it's any comfort, 
the orphaned fate of Revo owners is 
shared by those who bought cars 
from General Motors such as the 
Subaru Forester, Opel Vectra and 
‘Astra, Chevrolet Cassia (actually 
the Suzuki Baleno), Chevrolet Sil- 
verado pickup and the Zafira estate 
car. The Zafira initially appeared 
wearing the Opel badge, dropped 
out of sight, reappeared wearing 
the Chevrolet badge and now is no 

longer being sold again. 
Meanwhile, the GM dealerships 
morphed into Chevrolet dealer- 
ships and stopped selling Subaru, 
Opel and Suzuki vehicles. The for- 
mer GM dealers now sell Chevys 
such as the Lumina, Venture and 
Trailblazer but they also carry 
South Korean Daewoo products 
that have been rebadged as 
Chevrolets such as the Aveo sub- 
compact and the Optra compact 
sedan and station wagon. By the 
way, the Aveo being sold here will 
soon be superseded by a totally re- 


Uphold the Motorcy 


IWRITEIN DEFENSE AGAIN OF THE 
law. 

This time, it's the law called the 
Limited Access Highway Act, which I 
like to call as the Motorcycle Law. 

The law disallows motorcycles be- 
low 400cc (cubic centimeters) to en- 
ter either the South Luzon Express 
way (SLE) or North Luzon Express- 
way (NLE), and other highways 
deemed unfit for small motorcycles. 

The law is good because it primari- 
ly protects not only the “big biker” but 
also the rest of the motorists using 
both toll roads. 

As we all know, there is added 
caution when а motorcycle is in the 
expressway since speed is the main 
consideration there. 

Motorcycles with an engine dis- 
placement of 400cc and above can 
normally cope with the sometimes 
speed-prone flow of traffic in uni- 
son with the four-wheeled vehicles 
in the expressway. Alas, not the 
two-wheeled motorcycles that 
have an engine displacement of be- 
low 400cc. 

Even with the 400cc motorcycle, 
extra care is already always a ne- 
cessity. One slight miscalculation 
by either the big biker or the car 
driver and an accident can happen. 
And we know for a fact that a mo- 
torcycle passenger or the big biker 
himself is more prone to injuries 
than one aboard a four-wheeled ve- 
hicle if a collision between both ve- 
hicles occurs. 


possesses advanced, purposeful 


*Good-bye' 


car 


ON THE 
Водо P 
с 


Aida - 
Sevilla-Mendoza X A; 


designed 2006 Aveo that is already 
being sold in Malaysia. Subaru 
cars, on the other hand, will be re- 
launched in July no longer under 
theGM/Chevrole setup. 


Replaced 

Ford Motor Philippines has a few 
orphans, too: the F-150 pickup, Ex- 
plorer Sport-Trac, Lynx compact саг 
(replaced by the Focus) and Escape 
2.0-liter compact SUV (phased out 
in favor of the 2.3 liter and 3.0 V6). 
The Mazda Tribute 2.0 left the 
scene together with its cousin, the 
Ford Escape 2.0, to make way for 
the 2.3-liter and 3.0 V6 versions. 

Other 2.0-liter cars that were re- 
placed by variants with bigger en- 
gines are the Honda Accord and the 
Toyota Camry. Now you can on 
buy these executive sedans with ei- 
ther a 2.4-liter or a 3.0 V6 power- 
plant. Makes you wonder why the 
2.0-liter versions were removed giv- 
enthe soaring price of oil. 


1.3 Lancer. 

Similarly, the Mitsubishi Lancer 
13 is no longer available. The cur- 
rent Lancers are powered by 1.6- 
and 1.8-liter engines, with the 2.0 
liter reportedly up for intro this 
year. The Honda Jazz made its de- 
but with a 1.3-liter engine but came 
up later with а 1.5 VTEC power- 
plant, much to the consternation of 
those who had already bought the 
1.3. But the 1.3 Jazz is still avail- 
able. 

Other vehicles that are no longer 
sold are the Nissan Verita subcom- 
pact, the Isuzu Fuego pickup (re- 
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At the NLE during my never-end- 
ing trips to renew my roots in Pan- 
gasinan, I rarely encounter big bikes. 

That's a good sign because it can 
mean the Motorcycle Law is being ob- 
served and enforced there to the hilt 
and for which here's a glass anew to 
Ping de Jesus, the man in charge of 
keeping order at the NLE. 

Same with the SLE, which I also tra- 
verse each time my wife (1 am her fa- 
vorite pilot) gets the urge to visit her 
hometown of Calauag, Quezon, which 
happens at least four times a year 1 al- 
зо do not see small motorcycles travel- 
ing there, another indication that the 
Motoreyele Law is also being thor- 
oughly implemented there. 


‘The Motorcycle Law is very specif- 
ic in that, yes, it allows 400cc bikes 
‘on expressways provided that: 

* they have no sidecars and have 
only two wheels; 

“only one back rider shall be al- 
lowed; 

* they are roadworthy and com- 
ply with all provisions of the LTO; 

* they travel with their head- 
lights on at all times; 


breviated test drive that after- 


cle Law at all times 


mew Civics competition more 
than a little to think about. 


$ 


placed by the D-Max), Kia Carnival 
minivan (survived by the Sedona) 
and the Toyota Echo subcompact 
and Echo Verso. But the Echo, 
known as the Yaris in Japan and Vitz 
in Europe, is rumored to be making 
а comeback in its 2006 iteration to 
give the Honda Jazz some real com- 
petition. 


In the pipeline. 

Aside from the 2006 Toyota 
Echo, the completely revamped 
2006 Mitsubishi Outlander com- 
pact SUV should be launched here 
early next year (it's already being 
sold in Malaysia). The all-new 2007 
Toyota Corolla, Toyota Camry and 
Nissan Sentra are also in the 
pipeline. Ford wants to bring the 
Ford Fiesta subcompact here. The 
buzz is that TMPC will launch the 
Toyota Avanza 1.3-liter MPV (multi- 
purpose vehicle) this year as a more 
economical alternative to the Inno- 
va. Will the Avanza signal Toyota's 
return to the AUV market? 

Meanwhile, Nissan may be con- 
templating the intro of the 2007 
Teana executive sedan in the Philip- 
pines to succeed the Cefiro while 
the all-new 2006 3502 sports car 
waits in the wings. Not that peas- 
ants like you and me can afford the 
3502; 

CORRECTION. Last week, 1 
wrote that no major oil firm is sell- 
ing preblended ethanol gasoline 
here. Turns out that Pilipinas Shell 
began selling Super Unleaded E10 
on May 13 at four Shell stations in 
Metro Manila: Royal Dutch Shell 
claims to be the worlds largest 
blender and retailer of transport 
biofuels 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
Think globally. Act locally. 


E-mail comments to asevilla@in- 


quirer.com. ph. 
xS | 


* no cargo shall be allowed ex- 
cept for normally accepted saddle- 
bags and luggage carriers designed 
for motorcycles; and, 

= they don't “land-split” or over- 
take in-between lanes. 

In addition, expressway speed 
limits for the big bikes is а mini- 
mum 60 kph and a maximum 100 
kph, both the motorcycle driver 
and its lone back-rider shall each 
use a helmet and the back rider 
provided with a seat and a footrest. 

Iheard of some motorcycle busi- 
ness companies complaining about. 
the law and that's understandable. 
It's not surprising anymore to see 
some businessmen value the color 
of money more than the safety of 
their customers. 

There are laws that hurt but 
overall, all laws benefit the majori- 
ty of our people, the Motorcycle 
Law included. The law is anchored. 
оп safety and that's what counts 
the most, 

So to both the SLE and NLE big- 
wigs, stay your ground, please? 

Sensible reason, not to mention 
a good heart, is on your side. 

QUOTE ME. Ken Angeles, my big 
biker friend from Davao City, is an ar- 
dent advocate of the Motorcycle Law, 
saying: "The law is the law. We should 
all follow it, otherwise lees forget all 
the other laws of the land,” 
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RCBC pay puzzler 


DESPITE RCBC POSTING A 31- 
percent jump in profits last year, 
the reported 2006 pay package of 
CEO Rizalino Navarro, vice chair 
Cesar E.A. Virata, president Fran- 
cisco Magsajo Jr. and two other 
top bank officials ironically even 
headed slightly south. 

No, no, the reduction does пог 
have anything to do with the parsi- 
monious Helen Yuchengco-Dee fi- 
nally assuming last year the bank 
chairmanship from her father, Am- 
'bassador Alfonso Yuchengco. 

Rather, the reported 2006 
package was just a “conservative 
estimate” that should likely sur- 
pass the previous years, clarified 
asenior RCBC official 

Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp. reported that Navarro and 
company would receive an esti- 
mated 2006 salary and bonus 
package of P37.62 million, 
against their 2005 actual com- 
pensation of P39.54 million. 

According to the bank clarifica- 
tion, even the 2005 estimated ех- 
ecutive compensation package, at 
about P21 million without bonus- 
es; was way below what eventually 
was received by yearend by the 
‘same management officals. 

Still, even with the actual 2005 
scale, RCBC seems to be getting a 
bargain when it comes to execu- 
tive compensation. 

Tor instance, iBank, despite be- 
ing a third the size of RCBC and 
cranking only half the profit of the 
Yuchengco bank, nevertheless re- 
warded its president/CEO Ramon 
Sy and five other top officers P90.4 
million last year, more than double 
what their RCBC counterparts re- 
ceived for the same year 

Incidentally, in her first ever 
message to the RCBC sharehold- 
ers, the Yuchengco heiress said 
the bank was introducing “strict 
disciplines around the use of cap- 
ital and human resources." 

As well, RCBC was bent on im- 
proving its “cost efficiency,” part of 
five-prong strategy Yuchengco-Dee 
had introduced to make sure the 
bank she inherited from her colorful 


CockrALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin. 


dad would continue to prosper 

‘Asked what it was like working 
this time for a female boss, 
Navarro, a Ramos-era trade sec- 
retary, laughed and quickly an- 
swered, “It’s no different from 
working for your wife." 

Now we understand. 


Crossing the fence 

HENRY Sy Sr. has been slowly 
buying up shares in Edsa Proper- 
ties Holding, which owns the 
neighboring but — fenced.off 
Shangri-La Hotel and mall com- 
plex adjoining Sy's Megamall. 

At the rate of the taipan's accu- 
mulation, the Sy family should 
have enough shares and proxies 
from sympathetic brokers to win 
One board seat by next years 
shareholders meeting. 

‘At the latest count, SM Develop- 
ment Corp. and Sysmart had a com- 
bined 484-percent stake in the 
neighboring property company. 

‘The buy-in is especially signifi- 
cant considering that both the Sys 
and the Kuok family that controls 
Edsa Properties plan to eventual- 
ly redevelop their adjoining, but 
walled-off open car parks. 


Heard through 
the grapevine 
RCBC as a matter of policy does not 
allow press coverage of its stock- 
holders’ meeting. And the bank had 
all the more reason to uphold the 
same policy on Monday as taipan 
Alfonso Yuchengco showed up at 
the meeting still nursing a lump on 
the forehead, caused by an unfortu- 
nate tumble the 83-year-old patri- 
arch suffered after he missed a 
down step last week. 

(Email: cockiales pdi@pldtdstnet 
oreocktales pdi@yahoo.com) 


Security Bank exploring 
acquisition options 


ByElizabeth L. Sanchez 


SECURITY BANK СОВР, ONE OF 
the country’s most profitable 
banks, is exploring possible acqui- 
sitions that would enhance share- 
holder value amid accelerating 
consolidation among banks, its 
chair, Frederick Dy, said yesterday. 

Dy said what would make a 
good ftis a bank “with a customer 
base that complements" its own. 

“We have always been study- 
ing possible acquisitions except 
that our eriteria in any acquisi- 
tion is it cannot reduce share- 
holder value so it's got to be posi 
tive for shareholder value. Unfor- 
tunately, all the institutions avail- 
able are in bad shape," Dy said. 

Dy said that while there was 
nothing on the table yet, the bank 
was still carefully studying the 
market for possible purchases. 

While soured loans have plagued 
banka? portfolios since the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis, the ratio of bad loans 
to total loans among commercial 
banks have shrunk in the first quar- 
ter to an eight-year low of 8.26 per- 
cent, data from the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas showed. 

In 2005, Security Bank's total 
non-performing loans (NPLs) 
were at 5.25 percent, down from 
6.7 percent in 2004. The bank's 
total bad assets ratio has also 
dropped to 11.2 percent in 2005 
from 13.3 percent in 2004. 

The bank posted a 50-percent 
growth in net income to P1.16 
billion in 2005, and a 104-per- 
cent jump in first-quarter profit to 


Tn the first quarter, foreign ex- 
change earnings, securities trading 
gains, trust fees, asset disposal 
gains and rental income from fore- 
closed pieces of property boosted 
mon-interest income, contributing 
P857 million, or more than double. 
the P422 million а year ago. 

Total resources of the bank also 
stood at P101 billion as of the end. 
ofthe first quarter. 

"The forward-looking, disci- 
plined approach we have taken to- 
ward the resolution of our non-per- 
forming assets leaves the bank dis- 
tinctively well positioned to aggres- 
sively continue organic growth, yet 
exible enough to seize opportuni- 
ties that arise from the industry's 
current consolidation trend,” Secu- 
rity Bank president Alberto Vil- 
larosa told stockholders. 

Bank chief finance officer Car- 
los Borromeo said the bank was 
poised to achieve a 15-percent 
growth in net income this year, 
helped by resilient consumer de- 
mand for financing particularly 
in real estate investments. 

Dy said private shareholders of 
the bank were not thinking of 
selling out as of this time. 

"Right now, we feel our market is 
growing because we have been care- 
fully focused on the way we conduct 
cour business. We have a big potential. 
"There is really no reason to do so (sell 
saketo another bank)," Dy said. 

Dy and his family own 42 per- 
cent of Security Bank while state. 
pension fund Social Security Sys- 
tem holds 12.7 percent. Interna- 
tional fund manager Arisaig Part- 
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BusINESS SG 
PNB posts 26% jump in 1st 
quarter profit to P190M 


By Michelle V. Remo 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK 
posted a net income of P190 mil- 
lion in the first quarter, up 26 per- 
cent from a year ago, as execu- 
tives said the bank was bullish 
about recovering its “old glory" of 
being one of the strongest banks 
in the country. 

PNB president Omar Mier said 
the first-quarter income kept the 
bank on track to meet its full-year 
target of P760 million, a 21-percent 
increase from P628 million in 2005. 

The bank, which was fully priva- 
tized last year following the sale of 
government shares to the Lucio 
"Tan group, started registering a net 
income in 2003 following consecu- 
tive years of losses. The bank 
booked a net income of P52 million 
in 2003 and P353 million in 2004. 

Mier said the bank's rehabilita- 
tion would officially end in May 
2007, but noted that it was able 
to achieve a net income two years 
ahead of schedule. 

Mier said PNB's income in the first 
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From page BI 

While saying it 
would be ideal if the 
SSS would agree ona 
joint sale of shares to- 
‘gether with the GSIS, 
Garcia admitted such 
a move would not be 
easy to accomplish 
given the court case 
faced by the 555. The. 
SSS was sued by 
some legislators who 
questioned the pru- 
dence of its earlier 
plans to sel the 
shares. 

As it held off plans 
to sell its stake in the. 
bank, he said the 
pension fund would 
aggressively engage 
in other income-gen- 
erating activities, 
such as by investing 
іп foreign-denomi- 
nated instruments, 

Garcia said the 
GSIS was already in 
talks with the World 
Bank, which was 
tapped to help the 
GSIS look for a fund 
manager to handle 
its billions in avai 
able funds for invest- 
ments. 

He added that the. 
6515 would also seek 
guidance from the 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas and the De- 
partment of Finance 
in looking for a fund 
manager. 

Garciasaid the GSIS 
has some P250 billion 
worth of funds avail 
able for invesuments. 
The GSIS was looking 
at investing half of it in 
domestic instruments 
and the other half in 
foreign outlets. He 
said the GSIS would 
still decide on how 
much of the P250 bil- 
lion would be entrust- 
ed to the possible fund 
manager 


three months of 2006 was attributed 
1o higher revenues from its foreign 
exchange business and gains from 
securities trading. It noted that eam- 
ings from securities trading reached 
P2.15 billion during the quarter, up 
from P1.75 billion а year ago. 

In a statement, PNB said its ag- 
gressive disposition of non-perform- 
ing assets accounted for the growth 
in income. NPLs stood at P28 billion 
as of end-March, down from P374 
billion the previous year. 

"This year, PNB is gearing toward 
serving the corporate market niche 
through responsive products with 
distinct value propositions" PNB 
said in a statement, adding that it 
would launch cash management 
products in the coming months. 

Mier said that PNB's services 
were focused more on the small- 
and medium-sized businesses, 
with two-thirds of ts branches situ- 
ated outside Metro Manila. He said 
the bank intended to increase its 
loans to businesses and to con- 
sumers, planning to become ag- 
gressive in the sale of credit cards, 
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Interest monthly on your loan. 
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Now you can expand your business! 


* Borrow from P500,000 to P5 Million against your property 
= Fast processing, as quick as 10 to 15 working days 
* Fixed interest rate of 12% per annum. 


CALL (02) 750-3112 or telefax 750-3113 
Business Hours, Monday to Friday 
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W. SYCIP 


GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 


SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
Final AIMAT is on June 3, 2006 


The Asian Institute of Management, the pioneer world-class 
school of business and management in Asia is looking for exemplary 
individuals for the W. SyCip GSB MBA Program for school year 


2006-2007. 


Take the АМ Admission Test (AIMAT) on June 3, 2006 and 
apply for a W. SyCip GSB Scholarship. AIM is seeking a diverse 
student body - all genders, work backgrounds, experience, and-4 
career aspirations. All are welcome to contribute to a rich learning. " 


experience. 
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AIM will offer full scholarships we 


candidate qualifications. 
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OFFICE OF THE BIDS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 


May 22,2006 


P540 million. ners owns 5 percent. 


NUEVA ECIJA И 
CTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


Tho Nueva Eca 1 Вобис Cooperativo, inc. now loves Sealed Bids rom oie 
dcos to bi o assorted crop тл, ursorvceorie oiocincai equpmonidoveas 
"lico eqpment ond uneonncoooio vocis wih a бог peo ha amour ol ona mon 
‘ine hunted sy four we hundred tony ro pass оту [P 064 22500) 

"Tha Bidding Documents may bo purchased rom Nuova Ecja i Бесик Cooperative, 
Inc. (NEECO ll) Man Oco. Caipohan. Talavera. Nuova Ecja, Pines, upon 
подано co итп opplcaton o a above and upon payment inan eungebia fao 
Of THREE THOUSAND PESOS ONLY (P3,000.00) i cash bog May 29. 2000 

Bao ратова мй te camel by o NEECO Comes on Depot si Nor 
отто Азов at NEECO i Man Odlcoonorbaore2 00 P M June 16.2005 which 
rne and piaco of sad proposal wal be ороло and read m T presence of Bidder ox 
Bidders вы ropresatatves who choose 1 piod. Lalo submason wd not bo 
эссорюв. 

Pro bis Conferoncoandinspocton of scrap mates мй ba conducted at ho NEECO 
1 mam Ойсо at 200P М. on Juno 0, 2000, 

A ids иной musi bo ccomponimd by a bid acus о! not less an ton (10%) 
осоп a ie total bid price 

The NEECO II horeby resorvos ha right to rejcet any or ай bids, о waive any 
Петя orn эла о оосар! eu ba os may be consen edveiogenus o a 
Cooperate 


NEECO II 


ENGR. JOSEPHINE L BADIOLA 
RA Chosperi Comton on Duposat 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO ВШ 
The Bide and Awards Committee (BAC) invites Manulacturors/Supplers! 
DisirilorsiConiracior to apply for eigbity and to bd fr ther 
Purchase of Computer and Reading Glasses P10,000,000.00 
Prospective bidders should have experience in underaking a sméar project win 
the last wo (2) years wit an amount of at least SO% of the proposed project fo 
bidding. The ушту Check/Screening as well asthe Prekminary Exaninabon of 
Bids shall use non-ciscretonary "passa сноса. Pos-qvalfication af the lowest 
ойсо bid shal bo conducted 
Ali particular relative lo ЕНДШ Statement and Screening. Bid Securty, 
Parormanca Security, Pre-Biddrg Conlorencek. Eveluaton o! Bs, Post Queificaton 
‘and Award ol Contract sha Бе governed by tha ponent provisions o! RA. 9184 and 
"ts implomerung Rules and Reguaton (IRR). 
The compito schedua cf activites is йод. as доз 
Aes 
Белов of Ба Documonis 
"Pre 80 Conference May 31.2006 @ 1000 am 


Е 
Hay 30.2000 
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For further inquiries, please contact: Edythe Bautista ог Dhada Banda 
 rbandatoim еби * wiwwalm.edu 


© INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFICATION AND SEALED BIDDING 
Te Northern Samar Electre Cooperative Ine. ЧОЙ АМЕ СО] as rocowada subay кот 
о дов (NEA) To prcood f sue toreanstueton ind 
{hls ma ura атов Pragam 
зон parts aro herby vod а Pr Oven ánd Sesd Bidding for supply of 
84 
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рости oí Bs and Bid Evaluation Juna 2. 2006 Q 200 PM. 
Pace of Bid Opening x 
Noten of Award x 
“The ВАС wil tsue lo prospective dors ERbity Forms upon Dior submission 
ч a LOL and upon thor paymant ol a non-rolundable fee (or bid documents) 
Prospective beiders shal suom the Engibity Requirements to tho ВАС and may 
onian tho rouas of Io Едрыму Check by the BAC. 
Tho BAC assumes no responsibity whatsoavor о compensate or indemnity 
dors for any expenses incurred in tno proparation of tho bd. 
‘Approved by: 
(504) JONATHAN GOROSPE 
BAC Chasman 
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eimagineered Center of Excellence: 


Clients-centered, doctors-driven, technology-savvy and holist 
under and CEO, Hernando В Delizo, MD, MBA, FPCP, the 
^ healthcare professionals and workers, mark its 10 years with a great resolve: "Quality health sh 


By Marlet 


EALTH is sometimes 

determined by one's 

lifestyle choice. Achieving а 
certain level of physical fitness, 
mind conditioning and peace may 
not be that easy. But with sheer 
determination and a little help from 
the experts, itis doable 

People are getting more and 
more concerned about their health 
because they realize the benefits of 
leading a healthy lifestyle. They do 
it through physical activities, 
relaxation, right diet and constant 
communication with their 
physicians. 

Nobody wants to get sick. And 
no one particularly enjoys being in 
a hospital. 

Clinica Manila with its 
pioneering tradition introduces а 
revolutionary approach to health 
that will redefine а whole new 
outlook on body or physical health 
that is in synergy with happy and 
healthy mind, heartand spirit 

"The reimagineering of Clinica 
Manila is one way of telling the 
whole world that we are embracing 
the future," said Clinica Manila of 
Ambulatory Health Care Institute 
Inc president and chief executive 
officer, Hernan B Delizo, MD, MBA, 
FPCP. 

"We want to elevate the image 
of Clinica Manila from the usual 
symptomatic approach in the 
treatment of patients," added Atty 
Lorenzo Gadon, vice president for 
administration and corporate 


D Salazar 


affairs. The entrepreneurial Dr 
Delizo would rather call patients, 
clients, because not only does the 
sick go to Clinica Manila. 

The multispecialty clinic that is 
‘occupying the strategic spot on the 
second floor of SM Megamal's 
BuildingA the only establishment in 
the colossal mall with a parking 
entry and exit point. has been 
around for 10 years. Itoffers various 
medical services from pediatrics to 
internal medicine to dental heaith 
services and even dermatology. 

One of the most important 
innovations for the medical facility is 
the introduction of preventive 
medicine programs. Clinica Manila 
opens its doors not only to sick 
people who wanted in for the 
symptomatic treatment or the usual 
seeking of cure. The clinic becomes 
a venue of choice on how to avoid 
sickness and remain healthy. 

Clinica Manila, having been the 
first to conquer the malls, eventually 
became a one-stop medical health 
clinic that caters to people from all 
walks of life. Initially targeting 
company clients, it became popular 
to the upscale market. That will 
soon expand to C and D social 
market when innovations are finally 
introduced today. 

Dr Delizo's vision of what could 
be a haven among health buffs is a 
dream come true for the stressed 
out. Work can be very tiring at times; 
going out can also fatigue a person. 
Clinica Manila found a solution to all 
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tic-healing "first multispecialty clinic in a shopping mall" is brought back to the Filipino people for good. Its 
"first Filipino health retailer in the private sector," together with his over 100 proactive physicians, nurses, 


ould be made affordable to all Filipinos." Be one with us. 


CLINICA MANILA Powerhouse Cast: "Together, We Will Touch the Sky!" 


that, making it easier to prevent 
diseases that stem from stress. 

"We are the only and most 
comprehensive medical facility in 
the mall that has evolved into 
something better that everybody 
needs: health and wellness. Dr 
Delizo stressed. 

Clinica Manila now offers more 
than what the usual spas offer like 
massage, healing of the mind and 
body, relaxation center to empty the 
mind of the long hard day's stress, 
only it will still keep the medical 
health facility. 

Combining the two aspects of 
medical and holistic health allows 
people to give their bodies their 
much needed attention and 


pampering. 

"We expanded to give patients, 
and now clients, a homier 
environment," Dr Delizo pointed out. 
"If people keep watch of their health, 
they can prevent illnesses. They can 
be detected ahead, and therefore, 
treatment and cure can be 
instituted." 

Clinica Manila's expertise goes 
beyond the medical part of being а 
clinic. Dr Delizo had imbibed to the 
staff the caring for the sick only 
Filipinos can give. Filipinos are 
known to be a caring people; this 
exemplary trait has been recognized 
in other paris of the world where 
there are doctors, nurses, therapists. 
and caregivers. Some countries 


even require a Filipino to fil in 
positions that require people to be 
gentle and compassionate. 

"You can copy any product but 
you cannot copy tender love and 
caring," Dr Delizo philosophized. "It is 
only appropriate to lead by example." 

More than just the transformation 
of Clinica Manila into a total health 
and wellness central, it remains to be 
the clinical center it has always been 
known for the past 10 years. The 
upgrading of equipment and facilities 
is in line with its commitment to give 
only the best for the people. 

"Clinica Manila has that capacity 
to provide the surgical services , too," 
Dr Delizo said. "Surgeries were 
normally done in hospitals; now it can 
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Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's 
Most Reliable Chief Graces 
Clinica Manila's Big Birthday Bash 
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DAY SURGERY BEAUTY CARE 
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Strong foundation keeps stronger ties 


TIME Magazine's 2005 “Person Who Matter" Gloria Macapagal 
Rediscovering what will become the most innovative medical health facility in The Philippines 


Arroyo had sent her most reliable chief of staff, Michael Defensor, 
to represent her administration in the commemorative affair of 
Clinica Manila at SM Megamall's decade-long quality health 
service to the Filipino. 

Secretary Defensor as special guest speaker of the “first 
multispecialty clinic in a shopping mall" media event today talks about, 
among other burning issues of the day in a light manner, President 


CLINICA MANILA may not be what it is now if not for the strong foundation that keeps it stable 
over the years. Experience and knowledge brought it to the forefront of medical and health care in 
The Philippines. 


Clinica Manila was formed by dedicated medical 
professionals who only wanted to reach out to more 
people, 

Marketing whiz Ramon CF Cuervo Ill told the 
Inquirer, years going to 1994, he had his own small 
"Clinica Manila" that served employees In his company 
within the Ortigas area. When the Cuervo firm decided 
to streamline, he made the name of his company clinic 
available for use by his business partners in 1996. 

Cuervo said, Clinica Manila was adapted аз 
tradename of Ambulatory Health Care Institute Inc 
(АНСИ), conceived to become a multispecialty clinic that 
envisioned to provide highquality and affordable 
healthcare to the immediate community. 

The first seven incorporators of Clinica Manila, all 
top guns in their respective disciplines, were able to 
formally incorporate two years later, after several major 
investors who expressed interest to come in negotiated 
for more time. Among the original group who remained 
to see the growth of the facility in the past 10 years are 
Cuervo, Dr Kelly Salvador and Dr Hernan Delizo. 
Delizo's Mediserv Inc held a majority shareholding in the 
AHCII that established Clinica Manila as an ultimate 
ambulatory or outpatient healthcare central that seeks to 
help those in the profession to grow and develop as they 
provide personal healthcare to the general public. 

Cuervo wanted to put the record straight, it was 
Dr Delizo, knov for his pioneering efforts, who had the 
vision of this kind of clinic. "He is the mover and 
entrepreneur," Cuervo admitted, even without saying he 


(the latter) has always been a pillar of Delizo and their 
associates! groundbreaking ventures. 

Having a medical clinic in a shopping mall was а 
novelty then. The site where it is now is the most strategic 
location for medical services in a mall. 

"When my father (who's into real estate) saw the 
Delizo wisdom of setting up a clinic in a mall, he liked it so 
much that he even put an exclusive entrance from the 
parking,” Cuervo recalled. Clinica Manila remained the only 
establishment in SM Megamall with it own rear parking 
entry and exit 

Several medical service businesses similar to what 
Clinica Manila is have sprouted over the years. Being the 
pioneer in this kind of business with social conscience, 
Cuervo feels that it is more of a compliment knowing that 
people were able to recognize the innovation. 

"Competition also helps service because without it we 
will be complacent,” Cuervo the selfmade salesman 
idealized. "We have to innovate.” 

"We are now coming in to a more holistic approach," 
he said. "Being a Filipino and an Asian corporation, let us 
open our eyes to Asian medicine." 

Cuervo noted, Clinica Manila can now be seen as an 
extension of their (patients! as clients) own home. 

Clinica Manila had gone through several changes. 

"The more than 10 years that Dr Delizo spent in 
studying, researching, developing and perfecting his 
entrepreneurial skills blossomed into a better Clinica Manila 
with the latest innovations and improved skills,” Cuervo 
assured. Marlet D Salazar 


Clinica Manila pays tribute to its valued partners 


Pagg, 


jus 
Gromek, mc, ca aED 


Macapagal Arroyo's Executive Order 372. EO 372 mandates the 


organization of private and public 
sector partnerships for health and 
wellness concerns. This is in accord 


with the Arroyo's admi 
resolve to get The Phil 


substantial chunk of the Asian 


market. 


In September, the Philippine 
Tour Operators Association 


(Р! 
Philippine Travel & Tourism Mart, 


ITOA) is hosting the 7th 


which Clinica Manila and its affiliate 


health companies are key players. 
Defensor, 
flag 


the President's 
projects czar for health, 


<: 


wellness and retirement, joins 


celebrities invited by actress 


DEFENSOR: Health buff. 


Maricar de Mesa's mother like Maui 

Taylor, Apreal Tolentino, Cherie Lou, Lovely Rivero, German Moreno 
and the movie press, together with theMAGAZINE chief editor Marc 
Guerrero's invitees, such as the only practising ventriloquist in The 


Philippines today Ronaldo “Ony” Carcamo and his " 
ic Jon Santos and other standup artists, as well as the 
adding sparkles to the Wednesday afternoon 


character, сог 
mainstream media, 


jonong” 


party of health professionals, their clients, and representatives of 
major pharmaceutical companies, medical schools and hospitals. 


theMAG News & Views Team 


~m +. 
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0 quantum leaps into 


п Health © Wellness 


WOMEN'S HEALTH 


PREVENTIVE 
PEDIATRICS. 


COSMETIC 
SURGERY 


STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 


theMAGAZINE fetes Clinica Manila 
onits moving on to the right direction 


"TOGETHER, we wil touch the sky.” a 
dream put forth in words when two high 
school campus newspaper buddies metagain 
after nearly 30 years to renew their 
commitment to journalism, 

In no time atall the words became flesh, 
in swift (no-nonsense) action, when the good 
doctor, s publisher, and the writer, as editor 
in chef, synergized their expertise and 
experience, with a litle help on resources 
from many friends, to produce what wil 
come to be known as GAZINE on 
tourism, health and entrepreneurship... 
Creating Wealth. Sustaining Health. 

Withadryrunonthe [5"of March 2006 
at the ABSCBN lounge during the Quezon 
City Chamber of Commerce and 
industry (QCCCI) annual media event, 
courtesy of DZMM RodyoNegosyo host 
Carlito Balita, president of QCCCI, 
TheMAGAZINE Inaugural Edition, dated 
May 2006, which is soft launched today atthe 
second level of SM Megamall Bldg A, fetes 
Clinica Manila... Center of Excellence in 
Health and Wellness on its 10" anniversary of 
"moving on and moving up to the right 
direction" 


All-Original News, Features and Views 
You Сап Use 


TheMAGAZINE monthly gloss topbills 
happy and healthy lifestyle news, features 
. and views on tourism, health and 
entrepreneurship that real people can use 
An aspiring star under the knife whose 
Sculptural works on her body parts through 
surgery ls making her а perfect "vanity 
daughter of science” (apt, a new "woman 
of cirea-2l,” and by how much), in 
“Dissecting the Anatomy of Human Body" 
prologue to "Do you Have о repair, Buy or 
Donate?" on centerspread pages. Clinica 
- Manila Dermatology and Cosmetic 
Surgery Group lists down the costs of 
‚ major and minor makeover for both the 
metrosexuals(orubersexuals) and femmes. 
1. Survived Breast Cancer with my 
* Breast Friends” isa true-to-life Inspirational 
"1 account by nurse Pearl Imperial of the Breast 
Care Foundation that complements beauty 
queen and image specialist Abbygale 
Arenas-De Leon's small tak about big 
questions on breast care. 

"From Erectus to Resurrectus: Quezon 
City Exudes Premium Quality" by 
broadcaster Balla, ls cover story. Special 
report looks into how the 18 deadly diseases 
fon the Dept of Health (DOH) watchlist can 
beneutralzed this year. 

ЕМАС оп Tourism highlights the 
naturopathic healing mystique of a haven 
called Mount Makiling in Los Baños, Laguna, 
while themMAGAZINE on 
Entrepreneurship features Joey 
Concepcion, Anna Marie Periquet and 
other Go, Negosyo! stalwarts, as 
‘theMAGAZINE ventures an emerging new 
ideology, "Economies of Compassion,” 
originally authored by Dr Delizo. 

Health-for-all advocate, Dr Juan 
Antonio “Jeepy” Perez Ill, of the US 
‘Agency for International Development 
(USAID)-backed Philippine Tuberculosis 

jes for the Private Sector 
1Р5), writes a regular column 
Heskhstand," about primary health care, as 
his maiden issue. theMAGAZINE Inaugural 
also topbils Jim Paredes photographs, Jose 
"Pinggot" Zulueta paintings, and the real- 
and-reel Patch Adams prescription for 
long ife: altruism, laughter, activism. 

Not just а good read as usual, the next 
Issues of CReMAGAZINE asa "sourcebook" 
becomes a more Interesting collectors! 
edition that both the serious and the leisure 
readers can keep for a long time, in a library 
or archive, or as practical reference. К shall 
сату more substantive ingredients on 
medical and health tourism, and local & 
international travel & tours; on health of the 
mind, body & spirit; health of the economy 
and health of the nation; environmental 
health and health of the world (aptly, world 


healing): medical health, alternative health 
and holistic health; new thought and next 
Schools of thought: and on micro to macro 
entrepreneurship, with business reviews of 
Small, medium and big businesses. kts 
Genterspread pages shall carry enlightening 
accounts оп beauty vanity, sexuality and 
long Ме. Available in popular outlets, 
TREMAGAZINE is now open for business 
regarding advertising, subscription, 
Circulation, special supplements, special 
projects and special events with апу 
Entrepreneurial individual or entity, hereand 
abroad. 


Men and Women Behind the Scenes 


THE ENTREPRENEURIAL doctor (or 
medipreneur) described by his colleagues as 
“firsta writer before he is a wealth creator in 
anything and everything health” is Dr 
Hernando В Delizo, MD, MBA, FPCR the 
theMAG publisher. The journalist is Mare 
Guerrero, а media management 


TESA 
L окт 


theMAGAZINE Inaugural Edition 


емгергелей for 20 years, the theMAG 
editor in chief, 

The reunited high schoo! buddies who 
revived QutPatient Digest (OPD), Inc to 
publish theMAGAZINE are ably backed up 
by nursing dean Car! Balita and Luis Ramon 
Rodiguez, MD, theMAG associate 
publishers: Willie P. Coronel, art editor, 
Carlito “Nonong” Arellano, art 
consultant, and Marvin Myles S Santos, 
design intern; Kelly Salvador, MD, health 
marketing. incharge, with Lani Baguio, 
marketing support, and Josephine 
Encarnacion, subscription & circulation 
support Francis Fullante, administrative 
manager, Fides Santos, operations 
manager, and Atty Lorenzo Gadon, legal 
Counsel, and a crack team of elder and 
younger health communicators from the 
Campus press and mainstream media 
Houston, Texas’ FilAm Press publisher & 
editor Ave Basa, В first US bureau chief, 
ren as the MAG sets up new bureaus in the 
Us. Europe, Middle ast and pan-Asia soon. 

“Together we wil touch the sky.” again 
Publisher Delizo who founded Clinica 
Mania 10 years ago, told another visting 
digitary from Tokyo, Japan, who had just 
cofounded with him, 10 years after (today) 
yet another entrepreneurial venture. The 
Philjapan Wellness! Wellness! Inc, 
according to Quezon City Mayor Feliciano 
“Sonny” Belmonte in a Sulo Hotel 
gathering is the "very fist private elderly 
Gare home that formally established such 
health and wellness center in Quezon Ск 
Bur chars another story. 

“Thats duy thirty Q030)" 
editor Guerrero In journalism. he defined, 
"jou have to write 30 (to end your story in 
order to start yet another good story" 
Expect more good stories from 
theMAGAZINE, Clinica Manila by 
Ambulatory Health Care Institute and 
Subsidiaries on this day and onwards. ОРО 


Clinica Manila Generalists and Specialists Roster 


PEDIATRICS 

Marielese Velarde-Afable, MD 
Teldy Chua, ND. 

Danny Encilla MD. 

Imelda Asetre Luna, MD. 

Catherin Galang Magaspac, MD 
Leila Roxanne Castillo Reyes, MD 
Ма. Cristina L. Santiago, МО 


CARDIOLOGY 


Майа Senadrine, MD 
OB-GYNECOLOGY 

Annalie Cruz Angeles, MD 
Prudence V. Aquino-Aquino, МО 
Marie Arlene Azada, MD 

Melinda M. Largoza-Javier, MD 
Felicitas Manalastas Lector, MD 
Ma. Theresa Angeles ап, MD 
Joanna Blagtan Rey Matias, MD. 
Dra. Evangeline Santiago, MD 


UROLOGY 


Frederick Dy, MD. 


ENDOCRINOLOGY 
DERMATOLOGY 

Vicky H. De Jesus, MD. 
Lilibeth De Villa, MD 
Elizabeth Dimayuga, MD. 
Lina V. Hocbo Mendoza, MD 
Clare G. Palabyab, MD. 
Sachi Salvador, MD 

Ma. Luisa Gabon-Santos, МО 
Kelly Ann V. Sarte, МО 


INTERNAL MEDICINE. 
Roland T. Ange 
Antonlo Aquinas ines 


ORTHOPEDIC . 
Manuel Fidel M. Magti 
Benigno Pujalte, MD. 
GENERAL SURGEON FAMILY MEDICINE 
Walfredo С. Arevalo, MD 
‘Joe! Copillo, MD. 

Dante A. Fernando, MD. 
Tito Garcia, MD 

Plerette Yeo Kaw, MD. 
Sherry L. Lee, MD 

Wor Co Tantuco, MD 


Ralph Curiano, МО 
Archimades Lee, MD 
Cristina Victorio, MD 


Editha Calderon, МО. 
Joe! R. Contreras MD. 
OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Glenn Guzman 

Manolito Reyes Reyes, MD 

‘Achelie Cuyugan Ronquillo, MD, ENT 
Dwight Torbeta Alejo, MD. 

Kenneth Ong Baritua, MD 


Hiyas Mangubat, MD. 


RADIOLOGY 
Ernesto M. Isada, MD. 


ORTHOPEDIC! 
REHABILITATION 


THROAT CHECKUP 


Christopher Bermudez, MD 

Ma. Karen Alcantara Capuz, MD 
Filipina Tonogbanua Cevallos, MD 
Raynald Edlin Palisoc Torres, MD 


Ma. Luisa Banda-Afable, MD 
Rodrigo C. Santos, MD 


Randolph “Randy” Barba, MD 
Saturnino Luna Jr, MD 


GASTROENTEROLOGY 


Benjamin Gerardo A. Perez, MD =- 


Hernando B. Delizo, MD, MBA, FPCP 


ND. 


Alexander Medina Afable, MD. 


REHABILITATION MEDICINE. 


Charlotte Dela Cruz, МО. 


Ma. Victoria Tangco, MD. 


James E. Macalalad, MD. 
Cioly C. Pastores, MD. 


COSMETIC SURGEON 

Ma. Editha Filart Gascon, МО, FPAAS, FPCS 
Patrick S. De Leon, МО, FPAAS 

Rufino Jose R. Agoba, MD., FPAAS, FPSGS, 
FPCS, FPAHNSI 

Samuel L. Mainit, MD., FPAAS 

Anthony S. Joson, MD., FPAAS, FPCS 

John T. Cenica, MD., ЕРААЗ 

Romeo V. Bato, MD., FPAAS 


DENTAL MEDICINE 

Ernesto Jose б. De Leon, DMD 
Ronald C. Yñiguez, DMD 
Rodrigo C. Ronquillo, DMD 
Roberto B. Tan, FAPO, FWFO, FAAO, FICD 
Krissna V. de Guzman, DMD 
Arnel T. Celestino, DMD 

‘Almira О, Portia, DMD 

Ma. Lourdes F. Barboza, DMD 
Margaret S. Lazaro-Conde, DMD 
Mary Ann D. Pasion, DMD ` 
Cynthia Custodio-Santiago, DMD 
Genevieve Р. Lumang, ОМО 
Kristine Pacete-Estrera, DMD 


Paulino, MD 


ra, MD. 


Pa 


PULMONOLOGY . 
Angelica Claveria, МО. 


ANESTHESIOLOGY 
Antoinette Dizon, MD, 
Emily Viola; MD. 


дад ix 


PATHOLOGY 
Ma. Jocelyn Myra Caja, MD. 


GERIATRIC 
Miguel A. Ramos Jr, MD. 
Rodolfo Joson, MD 


ONCOLOGY 
Roberto A. Bolinas, MD. 


EYE CARE 


RESPIRATORY 
HEALTH 


Center of Excellence 
« 


also be done here." Our dermatological and surgical 
group has the proper venue, facilities, competitive 
medical staff and accessibility to people who go to 
malls. 

In becoming known to be the center of 
excellence in health and wellness, Clinica Manila 
prides itself on the knowledge gathered through its 
decade of existence. 

"The experience and expertise of the people are 
what distinguished us from the others," Dr Delizo 
defined. "Technology is a tool and we don't want 
technology driving us, and enslaving us. Technology 
should guard our health." Though replete with, and 
still building up, more high-tech infrastructure, 
Clinica Manila becomes technology-savvy, only if 
and when necessary. 


Clinica Manila's Gold & Silver Mall Milers' Club 
Holistic Health Privilege Cards Up for Grabs 


PRIVILEGED membership to Clinica Manila's Mall Milers' Club... Your Mega Mile of Health and Wellness, is now 


open to the public. 
Mall Milers holistic health pri 


lege cards are of two kinds, Mall Milers Gold and Mall Milers Silver. 


The gold and silver Mall Milers are comprehensive health packages that will help members to monitor their. 
health conditions so as to prevent illnesses, if not to treat or cure existing or recurring ailments. 
"lt is a perfect ‘health watch’ for both the well and the unwell,” reported the 60-something Danilo Velasquez, 


president of Aphasia Foundation, the first ever Mall Milers 
only by Clinica Manila. Velasquez is also a living testimony to ti 

Membership application, fees and other information ab 
Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, The Philippines; by calling 


out the Mall Milers Club can be obtained at Clini 


open Mondays thru Sundays from 7 AM го 9 PM. Major HMOs аге accredited. # 


NIC 


Gres youa Moga vs ot нит ona vndis 


in Health & Wellness 


"We want to be known for our excellence in caring," 
declared Dr Delizo, the "first Filipino health retailer in Ihe. 
private sector." His bloc of over 100 proactive physicians, 
nurses, caregivers and other healthcare professionals and 
workers marks Clinica Manila's 10 years with a noble 
resolve: "Quality health should be made available to all 
Filipinos." 

The enhancement of Clinica Manila is just the 
beginning of more developmentsin the future. 
"Talk about developing, we are looking at the spectrumi of 
relationships, and even partnerships and cooperatian,' 
Clinica Manila founder and CEO Dr Hernando B Delizo 
concluded, with a modest invitation to his colleagues in the 
medical profession who are leaving The Philippines in 
droves . "You can be one with us, or one of us, actually.” 
MDS 


Geek you a Moga мә йшй ond 


Fides Y. Loctira-Sanlos + 
CH 002006 002 © , 


Lani M. Baguio » 
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Club gold subscriber, who claims to have lots of good benefits to say about the holistic health packages offered 
he tender love and caring afforded senior citizens like him who had found home in Wellness Place. 

ica Manila, Suite 202, 2nd Fir of Bldg A, SM Megamall, 
phones (632) 635 3880 or telfax (632) 633 6597; or by emailing clinica_manila@yahoo.com . Clinica Manila is 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


Cap proposed on text 
spam exclusion list 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


'YOU CAN'T ESCAPE TEXT SPAM FOREVER, 
if telecommunications firms will have their 
мау. 

According to the National Telecommuni- 
«cations Commission (NTC), mobile phone 
‘companies are insisting on a three-month 
‘limit for the proposed "notto-text" list, 
‘which is a database that will be created for 
ЗШ cell phone users who don't want to re- 
‘ceive so-called “text spam.” 
> The issue was raised during yesterday's 
public hearing on text spam at the NTC 
which was attended by telecommunica- 
"ons firms, third-party content providers 
‘and consumer advocacy groups. 

7 "The telcos have no problem with the 
Znot-to-text list but they think it will be dif- 
сш to implement administratively” МТС 
Deputy Commissioner Jorge Sarmiento 
‘said in an interview. 

7 "What theyre proposing is а three- 
Jmonth lock-in period," he added. “When 
‘that expires, [the user] will be able to re- 
‘ceive promotional messages again unless 
‘they renew [their participation in the list].” 
2 Sarmiento explained that the telecom- 
Smunications firms were particularly con- 
Xerned about the administrative difficulties 
‘that would be caused by clients who would 
‘decide to get on the list one day and with- 
draw from it soon after. 

Regulators feel, however, that a three- 
"month lock-in period for the “not-to-text” 
Nist was too long and wanted to give clients 


greater flexibility to either join or leave it. 

"Maybe one month or a month and a half 
is long enough,” Sarmiento said. 

Under the proposed memorandum cir- 
cular, the NTC shall establish a database of 
all subscribers who do not want to receive 
broadcast or push messages. 

‘A subscriber who does not want to re- 
ceive a broadcast/push message shall 
send a text message to the NTC Text H 
lime to be included in the not-to-text 
database. 

Subscribers will then receive an auto re- 
ply confirming that he or she has been in- 
cluded in the not-to-text database, or he 
can personally fillup form available atthe 
One-Stop Public Assistance Center (Ospac) 
requesting the NTC to be included in the 
database. 

‘The NTC will furnish the telecommuni- 
cations firms and their content providers of 
the database list within 24 hours for imple- 
mentation. 

During the hearing, advocacy group 
‘TXTPower asked the commission to impose 
a total ban on text spam due to compl 
from clients about inconvenience and cost. 

The commission said, however, that it 
cannot impose a total ban on a legitimate 
business, but instead wants only to curb 
abuses among the parties offering their ser- 
vices to the general public. 

Sarmiento expects the finalized rules to 
be implemented by mid-June after the NTC 
reviews all the comments that the involved 
parties will submit by Monday. 
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Japan sentiment at 4-уг low 


Japanese firms more pessimistic about prospects in RP 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


JAPANESE FIRMS’ SENTIMENT ON 
the country dipped to a four-year-low 
with a rating of negative 15.5 in May. 

This was the lowest rating on the 
Philippines since the negative 25.8 
posted in March 2002, according to a 
survey by Japan External Trade Orga- 
nization. 

Jetro polls the companies to mea- 
sure year-on-year changes in their 
business outlook for the current 
month and the next two or three 
months ahead. 


‘The answers are expressed as dif- 
fusion index, which is derived from 
the difference between the ratio of 
positive and negative responses. 

А negative diffusion index means 
that there were more negative than 
positive responses. 

Firms were asked to compare eam- 
ings prospects, supply and demand, 
inventory, sales prices and accounts 
receivable with the same period a 
year earlier. 

Philippine-based respondents in 
the May survey included 207 firms 
engaged in businesses involving oil, 


chemicals, steel, metals, electric and 
electronic machinery, transportation. 
‘machinery and other manufacturing 
concerns as well as construction, real 
estate, transport, communication, 
commerce, services and other non: 
manufacturing activities. 

Jetro said that except for Singa- 
pore, current sentiment was down for 
the four countries including the 
Philippines, which is “viewed as the 
result of increases in the consumer 
price index and interest rate rises, ac- 
companied by declining domestic de- 
mand in the major countries.” 


Meralco eyes Napocor power plants 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE MANILA ELECTRIC CO. IS CON- 
sidering going back to power genera- 
tion. 

In a briefing after yesterday's 
stockholders! meeting, Meralco chair 
and chief executive Manuel Lopez 
said the distribution utility would ini- 
tially be looking at some of the Na- 
tional Power Corp. assets up for pri- 
vatization. 

Lopez said Meralco was particular- 
ly interested їп the 660-megawatt 
(MW) Tiwi-Makban geothermal facil- 
ity and the 112-MW Pantabangan- 


Masiway hydropower plant package. 

"We have participated in some due 
diligence. There are many different 
options that we are looking at, but we. 
certainly see the attractiveness of 
power generation, judging from the 
profits of the different generating 
companies,” he said. 

Meralco president and chief oper- 
ating officer Jesus Francisco said 
there was no timetable yet for the 
power distributors reentry into the 
generation sector. 

He said the relevance of Meralco's 
reentry into the generation sector, 
however, would be more evident upon 


the implementation of retail competi- 
tion and open access, which would 
give large power users the freedom to 
choose their electricity suppliers. 

‘Almost four years ago, Oscar Lopez, 
chair of Lopez flagship firm Benpres 
Holdings Corp, said Meralco could 
even get out of the distribution business 
and just focus on power generation. 

Despite growth in electricity sales, 
the Lopez-led firm posted a P748-mil- 
lion net loss in the first three months 
of the year. 

This, however, was better than the. 
P2.2-billion net loss it registered in 
the same period a year ago. 


Qatar Airways constructing world's Ist. premium class 


building 


and water feature in the centre of the 


sengers will be a big boost for Qatar Air- 
ways. It is the first o its kind, not only in 


terminal at Doha International Airport 


Dubai, United Arab Emirates - Qatar 
‘pinways today unveiled details of the 
ой only dedicated First and Business 
“Gin terminal curently under construc- 
tion at Doha Intemational Airport. 

Yet another first for one of the world's 
"scs growing airlines, the excesive 
building will feature innovative facilities 
о provide йз most loyal customers with 
he best levels of comfort and hospitality 
"eriocto catching their Night. This is part of 
‘3 USS200million expansion at the curent 
Это, 
Passengers travelling in First and Busi- 
уез Class with Quar Airways will be 


able to enjoy a hassle-free experience 
fom the time they check-in to departure 
оп one of the award-winning airline's nu- 
merous scheduled fights to 70 destina- 
tions worldwide 

Speaking at a press conference in 
Dubai during Arabian Travel Market to- 
day, Qatar Airways chief executive officer 
“Akbar Al Baker said the new facilities will 
cater for business and leisure travellers 
‘lying in the premium cabins. 

Highlighis of the new terminal are 
Selfservice check-in kiosks for passen- 
aers with hand baggage: Dedicated c- 
Bats t0 speed up immigration formalit 


Separate First and Business Class check- 
in desks; Dedicated First and Business 
Clas lounges, cach with their own dining 
amas Due shopping ama of 
1,000sqm selling many leading intema- 
tional brands: Spa, jacuzzi and sauna for 
passengers to relax and unwind before 
their Might; Massage treatments: Shower 
and wash rooms: Children’s play area and 
nursery; Conference room and mecing 
Toons, Business cente with secretarial 
Services; Free Intemet access stations; 
Prayer rooms for men and women; Medi- 
cal centre; Five boarding gates; An ite- 
gr роп of the design will be an atrium 


‘Qatar Airways manages and operas 
Doha Intemational Airport lt will also be 
responsible forthe new premium class ter 
minal, for exclusive use by Qatar Airways 
passengers departing for their intemation- 
Al flights. Access to the new terminal will 
be via a new road with ample parking 
space. 

‘Construction of the 10.000sqm build- 
ing began earlier this year at a site next to 
the main terminal at Doha latemational 
Airport Dubai-based Мсейтай was ap- 
pointed by Qatar Airways io design 
ew terminal interiors. Due to open this 
summer, the terminal will be operational 
round-the-clock. 

‘Qatar Airways CEO Akbar Al Baker 


the Middle East but anywhere in the 
world. Qatar Airways prides itself on pro- 
viding passengers with the best possible 
service and hospitality. The new terminal 
gocs one step further by cxcceding pas- 
Senger's expectations. We тшу are being 
recognized as being an industry leader for 
being innovative. 

"The new terminal development is pat 
ofa raft of improvements currently taking 
place at Doha Intemational Airport, where 
the arrival and departure halls are being 
expanded io cope with the increasing 
‘number of passengers fying in and out of 
the irpo. 

‘An additional 21,000sqm of space is 
being added to the existing airport termi- 


nal The number of boarding gates willbe 


increased from 1010 16: there will be two 
additional immigration counters; new e- 
gates in rival nd departure to speed up 
processing of passengers; and a sharp in- 
таве in the number of aircraft parking 
bays to case the existing constraints and 
cope with the huge expansion of Qatar 
Airways’ Dee 

By carly next year, the number of park- 
ing bays at Doha Iniemaional Airport will 
more than double from 19 10 40. Qatar 
Airways is the airport's largest customer 

at east 90 per cent of Nights 

"The airline, which operates 46 all-Ai- 
‘bs ев, will boost йв leet by a further 18 
aircraft during 2006 and 2007. The airport 
expansion wil heip facilitate the airline's 
yow. 

"The airport terminal expansion is due 
tobe completed by June 

aor 


т. 
гы 


Аза Qatar Airways passengei. youll notice 


the prestigious 5 star ranking 


—— TP 
Г 


kytrax and as опе 


of the world's fastest-growing airline 


ae Nyt ы 


YOUCANTELLWHENA BOARDING PASS 
FEELS MORE LIKE AN INVItation. 


For further informacion, please contact your nearest Qatar Airways office: Manila (632) 812-1888/Cebu (032) 232-1000 
ог your local travel agent. To join Privilege Club, ош Frequent Flyer programme, visit www.qatarairways.com 


aem 


QATAR AIRWAYS 4,3411 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
avi Hoad Fa болда. ОТБА СО-ро 
РО Box £102 MOPO, Tet Noe 899 0001 1o 47 893-1920, Fax No 840-1575 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
[AERATED FLUIDS DRILLING SERVICES 
EDC 06-068 
PROC алану Doveiogmari Corpernton ides esed contactors toro ore ard 
О Fulda bling Servicos. under projec number EDG 6-050 еч an 
а e Contract право Pasos Ore Hundred Egy Si Milo 
ое Eight Hundred Ty and 0100 (РР ТЕЛ ТА ЖУО) Ds 
MANOLING] he ABC as опис acted н Be ороно 


rterotod Вещи may eta further inlomation lom PNOC-Energy Development 
ted abang Documenta a вод gen baie kom 10 GOA m. 
Pra 
A conples se ol Bang Deeumenis may be purchased by resa Bir rm те 
роте аи lee nipa amount 
Ste oe Peron: Prve Thousand ond (PP 000) The Bisang Осипот si 
О a respec Dr ors auortad pesetas 
PNOC-Enery Devan Cororaon wil da Pre 84 Conlerence cpanto a resta 
POS rica dium i$ 99s ha BAG Corlereca Room: Fr Poor Bote V. 
RERO еа Meri Rond Fort onto Taguig Cay. Mero Manta 
э элё уы попеть must be deberedo he oreas bglow on or batare 2:00pm. 
a nn Olies Wal Clock Tina) o Эму 3, 2008 AV Bids mesi bo 
Сок Aari rati a tm and a amc as ed he vcn 19 
dat Lao Sa ами толе oce 
txt apong sal ba Inmedotly aer desine ol submission ol bids м б BAC 
Be cree a Prt Pos, Buting МОС EOC, Energy Compound Мата Rond. Far 
a aan зедоа таралат Ya Br presets чо 
noone 1e end lie aces ur 
NOC. Energy Devnet Corporat reserves tha ihe acca mat в от 
оао a any ma pror contact award witout ary 
[ung 2 laity lote asia бази or eer 
NOC Energy Dynan бое 
ла nay Congo Mert Rond 
О termin 
ас 
Tano: (8321 940-1481 
о 

" (Sod) FRANCIS м. DOLOR 
о Bes and Авг: Common 
үлэ, non 


Борис ol ha Pragpinas, 
PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
MACTAN ECONOMIC ZONE 1 
Lapukapa Cay 
Таг Noa: 3400500, 9400854, 3400591: 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY, through its MEZ Bids and 
ING Bi Commies (BAC), invites interested Bidders to apply or eigiilly and io 
id tor the noraunder project: 


Мате ol Project: MEZ Sold Waste Collection and Disposal 

Location Macian Economic Zone (MEZ). bo, Lapu-lapu Cty 

Brel Description ! Supply of Transportation, Manpower, Equipment and 
Süpervsin lor ine Collecion ol MEZ Segregated Sold Waste. 
nd Proper Disposal ot Residual Wasto at Designated Area 

Approved Budget ol Ina Contact (ABC) : PB 592.702. 14 

Contract битип: 12 months 

Baiwery Panod ` Win 30 days from receipt o Notice to Proceed 


Prospective bidders should have a) experience in undertaking a similarrealed 
project minin the lest tree (3) years, b] key personnel, tools and equipment 
reliable or the prosecution othe project, с) a Permit о Dispose or an Agreement 
НИ 2 DENA recognized sanitary landi ог controled dumpsite and d) 
muet hot have an exsing scrap buying business within MEZ | and MEZ П. The 
isti Choci/Screoning as wel a the Preiminary Examination o Bids shal use 
theron discretionary "pasta criaria. Post-qualicaton of he lowest calculated 
big shal o conducted. 


АП particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Securiy, 
Porformance Security, Pre-Sidding Conlerenca(s), Evaluation of Bids, Posi 
Guallicaton and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions 
ЯВА 9164 and ts Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRA). 


The schedule o actis в Isted, as оона: 
1. Issuance of Bid Documents 

2 Ре В Conloronce. 

3. Deadline ют Submission and Opening ol Bids 
Ж. Bid Evaluation 

5. Postualficalon 


x No. 3402949 


May St-June 13.2006 
Juno 16, 2006 200 p.m. 
‘Jone 30. 2006 2:00 pm. 
аут. 2008 
‘uy 7-12, 2008 


Complete set of Bid Documents wil be available 1o prospective bidders upon 
Sunussion of Leer ol nent and payment ога non-ralundatie ee o! P2 500 O0 to 
PEZA MEZ | Cashier. Bids and olhorcommunicatons may be addressed ю MEZ 
Bids and Awards Commiloe, 2nd Fir.. PEZA Admin Bldg.. MEZ |. Lapu-apu СУ. 


The re-bidconlerence and opening ol bids shali be conducted at the Conference 
ooi. fF PEZA Aaministiaten Bldg. Mactan Economic Zone I, аричары Сау. 


“The PEZA reserves the right 1o accept or reject any Bid. o annul е bidding process 
and reject ай bids a any ime prar lo contract award without Ieraby сигип any 
Haba to the aflecied Biodar ог Bidders. 
Approved by 
(698) BELENA B. SUELLO 


(Fo-itoy31 Je 2008) MEZ BAC Chairperson 


ALUMINUM, NICKEL, 
SCRAPE, STAINLESS & 
COPPER SUPPLIER 


Please contact: Michelle / Dexter 
Tel - 715-6789 | 715-9999 
Cel - 0910 2399999 
0915 4034564 


Limited Units Only 
8 Wack 


Golf Hill Terraces 
15T/mo;tiear UP, 
adj. An 
867-8913 to 17 


OBITUARIES 


LEASE-TO-OWN 


WELCOME TO CANADA 


When thinking about where to invest globally, think Canada, 
эп outstanding place to live, invest and do business. 


Boasting the highest quality of living among G8 countries, a world-class 
‘education system, and poliical and economic stability, Canada is an 
ideal place to invest in your future. 

Interested successful business Individuals can learn more about these 
‘opportunities during a unique seminar, highlighting the many advanta- 
ges of the Canadian Immigrant Investor Program. 


Under this exclusive program eligible investors may obtain: 
- Ап unconditionnal Canadian visa; 
-Apermanent residential status upon landing: 
-~A Canadian citizenship after three years. 


Brought to you free of charge by Hoppe Bruner, a Canadian based 
Immigration Law Firm and FDR Relocation Pte Lid., in collaboration with 
Desjardins, a leading Canadian Bank, this seminar will be held at 

Venus: CEO Suites, Philippines 

Date: Saturday, June 3rd, 2006 

Time: ipm and 4pm 


Seize this exclus 


FDR Relocation Tet: (65 


Email: hoppe-fd 


Desjardins 


FDR Relocation Hoppe Bruner 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
15981 н. өн Pts comer Dr. 3 Quinton Secs alte, Mana 
Tel но. 522000 26010 conecto i departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Land Bank ol he Philippines (LANDBANK cals or ha submission o Letters 

ot inant LO rom potenti bers to вору or ago and 1 d for the project 
25 siarad bawa 

hem Description. Approved 

оар 


P 400000000 


Source ot 
1 Lot impact Assassment of LANDBANK LBP Funds 
чаолтайоп Technology (Т) Projects end 

System Dovelopmant ile Сусе (SOLO) 

Deeumoniaton 

nioresio constants must subit О and securo ра chock of ЕКОШ 
Documents threo upon payment ota nor-flundabie oe of P500.00. Tha басе 
{or ha submission of Ekgbaty Documents shall be onthe dale ofthe opening of 
igi Documents: June 7, 2005, 1:00 PM at Gonoral Servces Department, 25h 
Fido, LANDSBANK Plaza, 1598 M. H. do! Par toe, Маши, Manta. Orly hose Mat 
эю elle wi be ented 1o procure tha BIS Documents, upon payment ol а пот. 
Talunan lee of 2.000 00, and sumit bids. 

The BAC shal determine tho ойуму ot intarestod constants in accordance 
wt he provisions of Republic Ac 9164 (RA. 9184) and ks mplomenting Autes and 
Корш Pan A в oer goverment lon and equations. Ober окъну 
eqivemaris are the lolong 

Musi have at less! tivo (5) years experience in conducting Post- 


бодае ortho Contact. 
{et have a loast ono (1) Post implomantaton Evaluation and cna (1) SOLO 
Documantaton projects Suecessiuby inpletantez. 

Bidding wii be conducted through open compeltive bidding procedures as 
specilodin ha IRR-A GI LA 9184, andia estadio Fio свв organizations 
‘Tan эп east ль teres болд to cizens ol то Pheppines. 

LANDBANK shal evaluate ids using a Quai Cost Based Evatuaon’Seacion 
(OCSEJOCBS) procedure The weights o ba alocate lor e Technical and Financial 
Proposals ahad be 75% and 29%. respective, Tha creda and rating system ora 
reluaton c b лай ba provided nthe Bid Documenti. 

LANDBANK reserves tha ht to accept or reject any Bid o annui he bidding 
process. end lo пјес эл Ваз ai any бте pror o contact award, wihout Mereby 
олту any ay о то весов води) 


киа BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


FREE ВА tArm RETE. 
FOR TOP NS ИЛИП 


BUNGALOW 
aene 2104P зы мес. 
“GOODWILL SUBO. B, 
SUCAT, PARANAQUE CTY 


*TAGAYTAY« 
Mato PS? Neg 
SN PEDRO LAGUNA 
SF рвут nag 


658-5751 
Tessie Ote brs. 


IBUY*SELL'PAWN] [tmenssonu a camane 


PAWN'BUY'SELL 
JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Glorieta 1 
Tels 894-0282 


Agencia de Makati 
Тез 889-7956 


1 


eights. 


More Classified Ads on pages 
A4, A8, A14, A15, A22 & B5. 


CiAssifb: 


15: ASUNCION C. BALAMBAN <, 
o Mauban, Quezon 
p 
ЕРУ 

eon it Due nd 


and wile Cecy, Pamela and husband 


grandchildren Philip, Dulee. P 
Pabell, Dbee and Maddie: relatives and 
sends, request the pious readersto pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul, 


Her remains lie in sto 


ParSucot (inside Mani 
aque City 


at the La Funeraria 
Memorial Park) 


= 


Interment wil be on June 4,2006 


and thei 


"Rest thee our dearly beloved for you have fought a gallant battle. 
your life, a reflection of human goodness." 


SOCRATES HONTIVEROS TIROL 


(of Tangalan, Aklan and Malabon City) 


took his rightful place in the glorious Kingdom of our Lord on May 29, 2006 
passing away peacefully amid the presence of his loving family at the age of 86. 


His loving wife Laura Cruz-Tirol, together with their children, 
Vickylou and Rolly Labios, Agnes and Ben Padre, Bridget and Dale 
‘Zimmerman, Plato and Teya Tirol, Aristotle and Ethel Tirol, 
along with their grandchildren and great grandson, his brother Orestes H. Tirol, 

relatives and friends request for your gracious, heartfelt thoughts 


8672813 fo 17091747076 


mo 


А Market Research company with headquarters 
in New York, London and Nuremberg 


is urgently looking for 


RESEARCH DIRECTOR 


© College graduate with at least 10 years 
research experience, with both qualitative and 
quantitative research exposure, 7 years of 
which spent designing methodologies and 
overseeing running of projects 
With prior group moderation experience and 
highly proficient in analysis, report writing and 
oral presentations 


RESEARCH MANAGER 


о College graduate with at least 5 years, 
qualitative research experience 

© Adept at group moderation, analysis, report 
writing and oral presentations 


THOSE WITHOUT PRIOR MARKET OR 
CONSUMER RESEARCH BACKGROUND NEED 
NOT APPLY FOR ABOVE POSITIONS 


CREATIVE WRITER 


o Preferably with experience writing for 
magazine, company newsletters etc. 

о Has experience writing reports/articles using 
research data 


Please submit a letter and 
comprehensive resumé by June 15, 2006 
via e-mail to Au-au.Garcia@gfk.com or mail to 


The HR Manager 
GfK NOP 
25/F The World Centre 
330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 1200 


SANYO DENKI PHILIPPINES, INC. 


urgently needs 
DESIGN MANAGERS (2) 


for its newly established Design Division. The 
incumbent ofthis position willbe in charge of the 
‘management and administration ofthis Division. 
He/she should have extensive knowledge on th 
conceptuallzation, designing, Implementing and 
testing of different models of Fan Motors as 
prescribed by our customers. Accordingly, the 
‘candidate Is expected to know very well all the 
processes involving the production of a Fan Motor. 
He/she must also have previous hands on 
experience In handling at least five people in в 
jal capacity, A minimum of 10 
елее in а manufacturing company is 


QA SERVO MANAGER (1) 
Must have at least 10 years of extensive 
knowledge In the production end quality 
processes of Servo Motors. The ob encompasses 
hot only incoming quality inspection of raw 
materiais but Including quality assurance of Servo 
finished products. The Incumbent must also be 
knowledgeable In the operation of different 
quality-testing machines and equipments and 
familiar with It maintenance as well. 

is forthe above positions shouldbe able lo 
and wrie Nihongo 
Interested applicants shoud sond their resume wih 2X2 
picture and other credentals to: 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT CENTER 
Bldg 225, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
Subic Bay Freepot Zone 


White Plains, 0С. 
5% DP 31012 yrs to pay 


OBITUARIES 
© == 
i 


So Lovingly Remembered 
on the 24th Death Anniversary 


_ of our Beloved 


CORAZON 
SEVILLA VIRAY 


үй, who passed on the eternal life 
En on 31 May 1982 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass shall be offered 
at the following churches: 
San Jose Parish Church, Navotas, ММ. 
The Parish of the Lord Divine Mercy, 
Sikatuna Village, О.С. 
Christ the King of the Universe Parish 
Bagbag, ОС. 
Parish of the Holy Sacrifice, ^ 
UP-Diman, Q.C. 
Santissimo Rosario Parish, UST, Manila 
Sto. Domingo Church, О.С... 


The family request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 
VMS” = ALR 


Peath ‘Notice and prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


PURIFICACION M. LOPEZ 
Diei in the Grace of our Lord. 
on May 27, 2006 м the age of 6. 
Interment will be tomorrow 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina. 
— 0o f 
CHRISTOPHER SETUBAL 
Interment will be tomorrow, May 31, 2006, 
pan. nt Loyola Memorial, Sucat 


HIS BODY LIES IN STATE AT LA FUNERARIA PAZ, 
G. ARANETA AVENUE, QUEZON CITY Xx 
CREMATION WILL BE ON JUNE 4, 2006 AT 3:00 P.M. 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos, Q.C 712-3001 * 743-6502; Mla.: 711-6931 to 35 


PRIMO HERNANDEZ | Umpu ОС | муз 2008, 


[EE 
Way 3.2008, 
LET 


o 3.2008 
торм 


Ристу - 


“For God so loved the world, that Не gave из His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
|, shati not perish but have Everlasting life." — 3:16 


SEVERINO RELUCIO 


Trapa C, AC. БЛ 


Mamona Pork,“ 


SEGUNDINO BOLAÑOS. [Сыряси, ac. pe 
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незнание 


China 


A LEISURE STROLLTO ahelp 


OF 


GALLERIA 


Wet 


m 


EI 


ü 


EWENALO AVENUE 


DORA JULIA YARGAS AVENUE 


cannet 


ROBINSONS LAND 


CORPORATION 
“The Property Developer of Choice 


—— 


Galleria 


А unique and refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas 
Center. 


Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in 
the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located 
beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the 
residents’ daily needs. Minutes away from major roads like EDSA 
and C-5, it is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions and 
other major establishments. 


East of Galleria truly embodies the ideal of comfort and 
convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of 


either bi-level or loft-type units. Available in one, two and three- `} 


bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy 


in condo living as the master's bedroom is located a level above the 


Wack Golf and Country Club as well as a multitude of ,” 
magnificent skylines. 


At the heart of the busy city lies a comfortable and 
affordable home, here at East of Galleria. 


to RP, 
for now 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


ТОКУО—СНИМА$ PHENOMENAL GROWTH 
is helping along the growth of smaller neigh- 
bors like the Philippines as developing Asia 
veers toward trade niches, said the Asian De- 
velopment Bank Institute. 

John Weiss, research director of the Japan- 
funded think tank said, however, in an inter- 
view with the Inoue that countries like the 
Philippines should be nimble enough to move 
to another product niche once they start los- 
ing their markets to China. 

“The key thing is that countries are flexible 
enough. Ifa country is losing market share in 
one product, it must move quickly to another 
product,” he said. 

Weiss said that for export-oriented South- 
east Asia, the gains from China's expansion 
were outweighing the losses. 

While these countries may not be doing 
enough at present, he said the great potential 
for growth was there. 

“There are always risks, but a very rapid 
growth of a big market like China also offers. 
great opportunities for investors in Southeast 
Asia,” Weiss said. 

‘About 60 percent of Philippine exports di- 
rectly compete with China's products. The 
share is even higher for Thailand, Taiwan and 
Indonesia at roughly about 70 percent, based 
on estimates of the Organization for Econom- 
ic Cooperation and Development. 

“Flexibility remains critical. One has to be 
able to compete in a range of sectors. The big 
point is: China is competing both in the high- 
technology end of the spectrum, with the Singa- 
pores of this world and the low-end of the spec- 
trum like Cambodia and Метал," Weiss said. 

Weiss was a panelist in a discussion on the 
impact of China and India on developing 
Africa, Asia and Latin America at the Annual 
Bank Conference on Development Economics 
(ABCDE) organized by the World Bank. 


Ecozones’ 
earnings up 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TOTAL EXPORT EARNINGS FROM THE 
country’s economic zones rose about 10.5 рег. 
cent to $10.7 billion in the first four months of 
the year from $9.6 billion a year ago, according 
to the Philippine Economic Zone Authority 

Peza reported that the four public ecozones 
yielded a total of $2.5 billion in receipts from Jan- 
ary to April, an improvement of about 17 per- 
cent from $2.1 billion in the same period last year. 

‘Among the four public ecozones, Baguio City 
Economic Zone exported $1.1 billion worth of 
goods; Cavite Economic Zone, $683.2 million; 
Mactan Economic Zone, $529.2 million; and 
Bataan Economic Zone, $134.1 million. 

‘Baguio showed a 34-percent increase while 
the other three recorded increases of between 
5.3 percent and 7.3 percent. 

"The 42 private or special economic zones 
(SEZ) shipped out a total of $7.9 billion worth 
of products, an increase of 6.8 percent from 
$7.4 billion in the first four months of 2005. 

The top five SEZ exporters were Laguna 
Technopark Inc. at about $1.8 billion; Gate- 
way Business Park, $1.7 billion; Amkor Tech- 
nology SEZ, $655.8 million; Carmelray In- 
dustrial Park 1, $533.3 million; and Leyte In- 
dustrial Development Estate, $371.8 million. 

‘Among the top five performers, Leyte In- 
dustrial showed the best growth of 42 percent 
while Laguna Technopark suffered a 1.2-per- 
cent decrease. 

Information technology parks and build- 
ings—numbering at least 26—períormed the 
best as they eamed $254.3 million in receipts or 
an increase of 139.5 percent from $106.2 million. 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
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Nobody really looks 

z forward to facing 
teachers and wading 

, through homework 

“once again. But in the 
first of 2bU!’s back-to- 

school issues, we bring 
to you things you can 
get excited about—like 
the prospect of a new 
school wardrobe. If 
your school requires 
you to wear a uniform, 
you can still have fun, 
with tips to make your 
classroom days 
prettier, scents to 
make you stand out and 
watches that match 


£ 


2bU! campus 


WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT'S 
going on in your school. Is there a 
teacher who deserves to be given 
kudos? Maybe we can treat her to 
a day at the spa. Does your cafe- 


bye, 5 


a 


un 


your school's colors. 
Next week, we'll focus 
onthe more 
substantial stuff--from 
making a good 
impression on your 
teachers and stocking 
up on sleep for hectic 
days, to study tips from 
smart kids and lessons 
from grads. And 
because 2bU! wants to 
be a part of your school 
life from June to March 
and after, we'll tell you 
how you can be our 
campus eyes and ears. 
Oh yes, back-to-school 
can be cool, too 


lea 


Feel free to e-mail us at Ls 2bu@inquir- 
er.com.ph. Send us photos, send us videos, 
send us letters, requests, reports, send us 
anything, anytime. No story is too small. 
Students who send us stories that end up 
on our pages will receive gifts from 2bU! 


rs 


zh 


teria food suck? Perhaps it’s time 


to give your cook a wake-up call. 
Do you think your school's rest- 
room deserves an award (for be- 
ing the best or the worst—you 
tell us)? Was enrollment a horrif- 
ic experience? Is there a growing 
trend in your campus? What 
words do you and your friends 
use? Is there anything going on 
that we can help you with? Like 
maybe help you decorate your 
halls for an event? Or solve a big 
mystery? 

$ What is going on in. your school? 


Ў We want you to be our Campus Eyes and 
Bars. 
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Cosmetic + Reconstructive - General Surgery 
озне 

| Foe et «Fact toy Beng е Бой Ore Морза 
Fait ce) o ance раде One 


= 
ENTER 


pu 

| Removal of Facal Wonkles vang Files” Fact Hose Uf» Breast) 
Agrees (Bt ft)» b temo Sar ero + 
бетп (pml 8 sar) + Wars enna ose 

| Liposuction and Body Contouring * Deep Set «Mole & Cyst Exasion | 

| Tammy Tek tec natae Vers Bonn | 
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Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 


PAN 
iy For moto information 


1859.39 


o 637-48-00 


Posible na 'yan. 
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Introducing 


£ 
7 Glebe 3G 
[Mobile Broadband |J] 


withHSDPA 


Video Streaming 


Exclusive programs -- 
хораме program 
news & Information, sports, and entertainment- 
ай at your fingertips. 


"p 


HEALTH 


| 


ENJOY THESE EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMS 


Comady гоз of Adam Santor and Rex Navarrata = 
Pinoss Ts om Tina Juen « Gamo Pan 


Want to know more? Cot Glove at 213 or 730-1000 
Wat wicbottarhandg сот 


puwede po! ang lakas mo sa 


Banking online has never been this relaxing. 


GÍ-be 


ВР! Express 


ONLINE 


nom blespressontne com 


Л Express Online, bank with just а click of a button and 
ace to, experience ап authentic Thai massa 
Plus, bathe in luxury 


ВРІ Express 
JOURNEYS 


May 1, 2006 to January 31, 2007 


at the Banyan Tree Hotel. 


Eor an electronic fle entry whe you enroll in BPI Express Online 
‘or do опу ofthe following transactions: 
BilsPoyment * Prepaid Rolood = Funds Transfer 


Seon Pie а 
ba un a rejuvenating rio or мою Bon 
eremum hol accammodohes 


Quarterly Prizor 
Enjoy o relaning p to Boracay 
Алтоо spa package, 
doo Drows: Aug. 14 & Nov 14,2006 + Grand Draw: Fab. 14, 2007 


isam more about the many things you can do with BPI Express Services, 
log on to www.bploxprossonline.com or call 89100. 


ВРІ Express Services. Anytime, Anywhere. 


sat ——— HEU Por на 20 
Meet othe Pipa барон пешка Cor 


cn, Menu берн! arango Each ope 


е in Bangkok, 
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JEEPNEY JOYRIDING 

‘On Nikka: Blue fishball shirt, Team Manila from Store For АЙ Seasons; jeans, Karimadon. 
‘On Camille: White halter, Freeway; gray gaucho pants, Karimadon. On Chesca: Purple 
embroidered top, Freeway; jeans, Viktor Jeans 


Ail dressed up 


‘Text by Bianca Consunji r 
ah renane Invest in jeans 
that can go with basic 


Photos by Jake Verzosa 
OR MANY STUDENTS, THE 

E first day of college promisesa tees Ог dressy tops, 
significant event: their first Р 

time to wear casual clothes on а and will last you through 


mon-occasion to school. So, they е 
bring out their nicest outfits forthe УЗО of sitting on the 


first few weeks or so, forgetting ground todo projects 
that its school and not a soirée 


they're going to (especially in the |, offend anyone's sensibilities. Or bet- 


coed universities). 3 
While tube tops and wedge heels look good eser Aet I мешн 
on the catwalk, they don’t perform as well in ast longer than fashion. v^ 
slippery hallways and oil-coated cafeteria ar the same time, it won't do to look like a 
floors. While studying for those killer Math fi- sad тар on the first few weeks of school (that 
nals, the last thing you would want to worry particular honor belongs to the seniors doing 
about is your clothes, so avoid wardrobe mal- er thesis). So pick clothes that are fashion. 
functions with clothing that suits the weather аре but utilitarian. Veer away from stuff that 
and the venue.Sounlessyouwanttoflashthe easily gets dired or damaged, and pick 
whole world, don't wear a miniskirt in the clothes that can be matched with a lot of the 
Loo ANNE Lor Sai 
ме iue ое sue айий. Prati botellas sd SCHOOL YEARBOOK 
might show individuality and merit you some trendy Greenhills variety and invest in jeans Оп Nikka: Brown miniskirt, Store For All Seasons, yellow tank top, Freeways 
points for being cool, but at the same time, it thar cin go with basic tees or dressy tops ала Pony. On Chesca: Pink shirt, Team Manila from Store For All Seasons; plaid Bermuda shorts, Karimadan bag, Store 
also shows disrespect and disregard for the au- wi] Jast you through years of sitting on the For All Seasons; pink sneakers, Pony. On Frank: Brown Choc-Nut shirt, Store For АЙ Seasons; jeans, Viktor Jeans. Оп 
thorites and che institution itself. If you must round todo projects. Try Viktor Jeans at The Alexis: "Varsity Swimming” shirt, Store For All Seasons; white sneakers, Pony. On Camille: Red top, Karimadon; 
bea nonconformist, doitina discreetway, and Podium for the best-fitting jeans in the area stretch jeans, Viktor. All accessories by Happy David. 


EERE JEN : (you сап have them custom-made, too). 

i E Personalize. Wear statement shirts that 
reveal a little bit of your personality. Who 
knows, they can become conversation pieces 
to help you break the ice when you meet 
your new classmates. The Store With No 
Name (Robinsons Galleria and Eastwood 
City Walk) and Store For All Seasons (Shaw 
Boulevard) offer personalizing services, but 
you can also get creative and make your own 
shirts. 

Wear a bit of makeup. We don't encourage 
you to bring out the false lashes and red lip- 
stick, but a bit of blush and gloss can make a 
big difference in the way you look and feel. 
Enstalidemoreefforriayourmerningrou. | FRESH-FACED — " 
tine, but never sacrifice school for extra mir. |] Checkout The Body Shop’s latest offerings for 
тоге. Cany around a multitasking product || that fresh-faced look for class. Need to refresh 
Фаг сап һер you go from Chem classtoatrip | tired skint Try the Vitamin C capsules, Want to 
to the mall with your friends to reward your- retain your summer glow? Go for the Sun Dome, a 
self for acing an exam. palette with pink-and-bronze hues to 

Wear comfortable shoes. Havaianas || brighten up your face. Sweep your 
lovers may not be too happy about this, but |d eyes witha bit of eream-to-powder 
the rainy season brings floods, which in turn || eyeshadow 
can transmit germs to your exposed feet. Get || andslickon 
а pair of comfortable but stylish sneakers to || somelightlip 
get you through the first few months of |j glossforthe 
school. Check out Pony shoes for their Paul Н perfect 
Smith-inspired designs colegiala look. 


Email the author at biancaconsunji@ 


COOL COEDS yahoo.com 


On Frank: Manila Nights shirt, Tabo (at Tonic and I Love You): jeans, Viktor; khaki sneakers, Pony. 


On Nikka: Shirt, Store For All Seasons; capris, Freeway. On Alexis: Shirt, Store For All Seasons; HAR AND MAKEUP TATNYANG (0017-2182846) ACCESSORIES HAPPY DAVID RUSTANS OUTLETS GATEWAY CUBAO ROBINSONS PLACE ERMITA RUSTANS 
jeans, model's own; sneakers, Pony А MODEL Сан CRUZ NIKA CONSUNR CHESCASUMBANG, FANK MAGALONA ANO ALEXSSMIENTO 


WANT TO KEEP = WANT ТО LOOK XX AS ey Ic IFTHERESONE $ 
pimple-free J-Pop? TryFasio 3 PA e beauty product 5: 
throughout the Cosmetics, a line N x you must have for 
schoolyear? Make of Japanese cos- ps Fs School, its the 
sure you have à meticsthatare { | n P Bobbi Brown Pe« 8 
good skincare reg- , easy on the pocket DM опу Shimmerbrick 
imen. Try tne VMV but deliver good E < < ‘compact. The varl- 3 
Hypoaerenks — f results. Try thelr "P кй cus strips of pink 
SuperSkinlinaot — eyeshadowduos, | { $ ES can bo usad alone 
facial wash, mols- foundation with or swept together 

т, шег toner and SPF. lip gloss and as blush--good 

4 sunscreen (yes, А oll-biotting papers Y for going trom 

! youneed sun- е (perfect for touch- class to Friday 

ш Soreenevenifthe | \ ups in between if night gimmicks 

| sun's not out). classes). 4 after school. 


bia 

OLIVE-GREEN 

tank top with 

sequins, Store For 
AllSeasons;striped | mori: qo 
minl, Freeway * 


BLACK "Rotten 

to the core" shirt, ^. 
Store For АЙ 
Seasons. 
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Saint Pedro Poveda College—The 
uniform of Poveda is the distinct yel- 
low-orange checkered fabric. For this, 
Nike suggests the Presto Duo from its 
Ў signature Gold Collection. High-polsh 
Sí. Scholaslica's Callage-.-Scholasti- clear coat straps accentuate the pop of 
cans’ uniforms are more classic, with, gold on black. It has a 30-m water re- i 
the signature dark Бш Jompersekirt sistance, analog display, hand-pol- SMS № La Salle Greenhills, Ateneo de Manila University and Xavier School—Boys’ 
and white blouse; Duato its сопуеп- ished nylon finish, polished chrome пастоо авер тесев ар schools in Manila generally have the same uniform: а white- or light-colored polo with’ 
please: ne c pus hands and a nylon bracelet. з Khaki or black slacks, The common difference is the polo top that usualy bears the 
piece ike the recent released Мене schools logo. Young boys are more active physically, so an equally energetic time: 
Collection would add spunk to this un: piece lie Nike Timing's Triax Fly makes a perfect match. The watch has a 60-m water 
torm design. The Маме Collection tea- à * г resistance and is adjustable to a 12- or 24-hour time. Its aluminum face shield gives’, 
тоатат о m и вво ШИНЕ 
— a Campus timepieces 666 
tance, a chr сй matal, " G ELAT T alarms. 
к For high school boys, meanwhile, a good watch would be Nike's Oregon Series 
NIKE TIMING OPENS THE schools are required to wear uniforms, НАДН aia НВ 
3 А i ейн -m water resistance, three time alarms and one hydration alarm. Other features ine 
эсһоо1 уваг уйй a ei В cie a batery hatch on the back plate, a high-contrast LCD display mineral lass 
watch designs. minm Ml crystal, screw-anchored strap, stainless steel case and waterproof leather band. 


watches combine fashion and function- 
Since students from the country’s top ality, fit for the modern student. na Tang etie rales LT Sd bots dau 


This summer, enjoy our lowest 
balance transfer rate — 0.88%!* 


Now, you can pay less interest on your non-HSBC credit card balance 
with HSBC's lowest Balance Transfer rate ever. 

Hurry, this rate is available only until 13 June 2006. 

Transfer to HSBC today. For more details call 878-7878. 


‘monty sion rate tar 12 and 18 month tam, 


HSBC 4X» 


The world's local bank 


Spend the summer with 


sed The Herlong md Suh Ranting Corperate Lined condos py, Se — M —M 


Deep into photography? The new Olympus и-720. Take pictures under water at depths up to 
10 feet without an extra case. Its rugged construction can even withstand accidental drops from heights 
up to 5 feet. Perfect for shooting at all risks. 


ЭЙ 


25-inch HyperCrystal LCD - 3x Optical and 5x Digital Zoom + 24 Scene Modes - Waterproof" and Shockproof"* - BrightCapture Technology for better Images in 


OLYMPUS; ioh conditions - with Free 258MB XD Card and Leather Case 


ры 
^ up io 6R 


Rose Eau De Toilette 
P1295 for 30 mi. Available 
at The Body Shop stores 
nationwide. F 
The Body Shop wavedits Д 
magic wand and trappedthero- d 
mantic scents ofrosesandripe 3 
berries In a bottle. lity, feminine 
and fun, Cassis Rose is a delight- 
ful mix of raspberry, blackcur- 
Tant, roses, freesia, violets, 
musk, sandalwood and cedar 
wood. Andifyourealy wantto i 
layer onthe scent and make sure 
itstays from frst period to last, 4 
check outthe entire Cassis Rose $ 
collection—there's also a soap, а 1 
shower gel, a body lotion, a body 
mistand even a perfume ой. 


—1 


pm 


| Comptoir Sud Pacifique's Eaux du Voyage 

Available at Rustan's Essonses. 

ме yourself the gf f eternal vacation with bote of Comptoir 
Sud Pacifique. Each scent in the Eaux du Voyage line is an alluring 
blend of smells that bring forth Images of sunshine and escape. One 
pray salt would ake to transport you to eot places and dreamy 
а yes, even when you re In school. Comptol Sud Pai 
fave offers diferent scents falling under sx categories: Vanilla stand, 
Equatorial Forest, Tropical Garden, Exotic Orchard, ‘The Way of Spices 
and Sun Waters. Our favorites include Aloha Tiare (the sensual blend 
Si frangipani eaf, tar fewer yang, топо, coconut, benzoin, anta 
hd musi) he ich and delicious Amour De Cacao and tne res and 
fruity O Pomelo. Choose the scent of your escape. 


Burberry London 
Available in 100-, 50- and 30- 
mi sizes. 

Abotied tribute to London, 
the fragrance was created fora. 
woman as mult faeted asthe 
iy sophisticated, eclectic, 
Soufuland vibrant. Composed 
by Dominique Roplon, the 
Burberry London fragrance is 
the combination of the delicous 
зей o rose, celementine, 
foneysuce, йаг flower, peony, 
jasmine, sandalwood, musk and 
patchouli. The scent is sweet, 
foral and subtle. The fragrance 
is complemented by two other 
products— The Delicately Floral 
Shower Gel and The Delicately 
Fora Body Lotion. 


А 


Ed spirit 


илем Stand out in 
to hit the class- 


О the uniform-clad 
room once again. i 
Ae Ge moge a OWdwitithase 


wearing that dam uni- hot scents 
form day after day after 
dayis bringing you down, 
there are ways you can 
stand out without being 
asked to step out. 

Wear nice shoes, experiment 
with your hairstyle and spritz on 
a hot new fragrance. We scouted 
around for some of the beauty 
world's sweetest olfactory offer- 


H YES, IT'S TIME 


ings. And on this page are some of 
our favorites. Неге а tip: when it 
comes to buying fragrances, don't 
let the gender labels dictate your 
choice. Some scents for guys 
smell great on girls, too, and 
you'll be surprised how fem- 
inine scents can make a guy 
smell fresh and clean all day. 
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Kodak 
EasyShare C663 


* 6.1 MP for printa up to 20° x 30° 
* 3X оріспі zoom. 

+ 2.8" indoor/outdoor color display 
+ Continuous VGA vido with audio 
* Сотов with froo battery chargor 


Pi9,995** 


Kodak irs 


EasyShare C310 


0 MP for prints up to 20* x 30" 
* вх digital zoom 
* 1.0" indoor/outdoor dolor display. 
* Continuous QVGA video 


NOW ONLY P5,995 


г тело 


+50 MP for pr 
* 1.6" indoot/or 


P8,995 


Photo Cor 
‘Avant, Ambassador, AV Surfer Stores. 


FREE Camera Case for C310, C530, C533, C330, C643 and C863 


10% interest on 6 month? and 12 month payment schemes 


* Gx digital zoom. 


* Continuous QVGA video 


Kodak 
EasyShareC643 


Only P 14,995* 


Kodak 
EasyShareC533 


* 6.0 MP for prints up to 20" x 30* 
* 3x optical, Ox digital zoom 
* 1.8" indoor/outdoor display 
+ Continuous VGA vidoo with audio 


P12,995* 


Kodak “= 
EasyShare C330 


* 4.0 MP for prints up to 20° x 30° 
* Зх optical, 6x digital zoom 

5° LCD 
* VGA video with audio. 


P9,995 


rinta up to 20° x 30" 


yutdoor display 


енн d 


Avahabia al participating Kodak Express, SM Department Stores, Kameraworid, Island 
y, Sücon Valley, Весионойа, Accent Micro, Camerahaus, Comphnk, 
Abenson, PC Live, Alomave Сопів, Vilman, Octagon, Asianic, Anson's, Sth Avenue, 


Май www kodak com ph and wow kodakgallary.com ph 


Clean Fresh Laundry 
3950 for G0 ml. Available In Rus- 
tar'sEssensos Makati, Tower, Ala- 
bang, Cebu and Robinson's Placo. 
Clean Fresh Laundry tagline 
reads: "No lls, no hassles. Just 
tiean.” And we couldnt agree more. 
The people behind Clean Perfumes 
used the notes of Braziian Orange, 
Rose Otto, Night Blooming White 
Jasmin, Cotton Blossom and Mexi- 
can Lime to create an irresistibly 
fresh scent which would remind. 
you of newly laundered towels. 
Straight rom the dryer. Clean 
Fresh Laundry is a must for peo- 
ple who want that freshly show- 
ered feeling to last all day. There 
is nothing intoxicating aboutthis | 
ragrance- is igh, its fresh 
and it really smells clean. 


LOccitane Green Tea With Mint 
Available at Rustan's Essenses. 

if you loved L'Occitane's Green Tea fra 
‘grance, you'll also love Green Tea With 
Mint. The hint of mint gives this limit- 
ed-edition scent an extra dose of en 
ergy and freshness. The combina- 
tion of bitter orange, orange and 
Sweet mint essential oils, green 
tea extract, mate absolute, jas- 
mine, musk, cedar and thyme 
isa delight. L'Occitane offers 
many green tez-scented prod- 
ucts—both for the body and 
for the home. Aside from the 
fragrances, thelr wide range in- 
cludes a body gel, а shower gel, 
sugar cubes forthe bath, tow- 
elettes, home perfumes, candles 
and incense and incense burners 


Patama 


ISM Deauville 

Avail lustan's Essense: 
Named after a town famous for its 
races and fiim festival, ISM 
Deauville is an energizing and so- 
phisticated scent for men. One of. 
the three fragrances made in’ 
France under the Inno Sotto- 
Mondo line, Deauville is the 
result of three years of 
work. The citrus smells of 
bergamot and tanger- 
ine, mixed with green 
teaand injected with 
the musky scents of 
cedarwood and musk, cre- 
ato what is said to be the 
freshest of the three fragrances. 
Deauville is fresh, energizing, soft 


‘and strong at the same time. | 


| Acca Kappa's White Moss 
Acqua di Colonia 
P1300 tor 50 ml and P1800 for 100 mi 
Available at Rustan's Essenses 

The essential oits of lavender and 

juniper combine with the subtle notes 
f wood, amber and moss to create 
the sweet and warm scent of Acca 
Kappa's White Moss fragrance. This 
fight scent lasts ali day Fresh and 
musky, Acca Kappa's White Moss 
is a contradiction, one that appeals 
to botn men and women. It you 
love the scent of White Moss, you 
might aiso want to check out Ao- 
ca Kappas White Moss Hand 
Cream, Body Lotion, Shaving. 
Cream, Shave Emulsion and De- 
adorant Spray, Shave Foam. 


Innocent by Thierry Mugler 
Available at Rustan’sEssenses. 
Celebrate schooldays of innocence 
ith this fragrance from Thierry Mugler. 
Falling under "the frully-qourmand" ol- 
tactory family, Innocent carries notes of 
indy and fruit and promises crispness, 
weelness and tenderness, The makers 
{ths fragrance associate it with words 
ke innocence, curiosity, charm, fantasy, 
playfulness, surprise, temptation, 
ames. Spritz tis on to add a tle spice 
fo your school ife. 


Clarins Par 
Amour Toujours 
Avaliable at Rustan's 
Essenses. 

Clarins Par Amour 

is notjusta tra- 
grance, Is alove 
Stony After stoning 

Ао women and giving 

F them what thay wantin 

} terms of skincare and beati- 

|, W. Carins tiny gave in to many 

Ë requests for its own fragrance—and not just 

Г one, but two: Clarins Par Amour for women and Clarins Par Amour * 
Toujours for daughters. The theme of loves also expressed inthe bot 
Tio and бох designs, wii artt Llana Guderska and botte designer 
Federico Restrepo being asked to "draw a picture of love." Clarins Par 
Amour celebrates tho spirit of youth, andthe love between mothers 
nd daughters, with a tloral-trulty fragrance created withthe scents of 3 
roses, pink poppercorns, blackcurrants, рик grapefruit and raspberry, 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Hello, gorgeous! 


DOES "HELLO, SCHOOLI MEAN "GOOD- 
bye, pretty!” to you? It shouldn't—not if you 
know how to welcome the new school year 
with a fresh batch of beauty tricks. 

Here are some surefire ways to keep you 
looking gorgeous in the next ten months. 


Get anew look 

When 1 was younger, I used to mark the 
start of my “new year” on the first day of 
school. With good reason, too, as it was the 
perfect setting to show off a new look. 

‘Add some shock factor to June by getting a. 


MA 


ments around. Sometime between complet- 
ing your school supplies and the day you re- 
sume your scholastic responsibilities, pencil in 
atrip tothe salon. 

Now, had I gone for a back-to-school hair 
splurge this year, my recent trip to You Salon 
at The Fort would've been it. I've been quite 
the regular at this very tech-savvy beauty 
haven in the past months, mostly because 
there's always something new to try every 
time! On top of my list is still the hair mani- 
cure, which is really a makeover in itself with 
the way it transforms even the dullest hair in- 


For focdtack, emal us at MestyleGinquirencom gh 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer Ie »-^ejagelcity/mossage to 
= po) or 283 (Smart) 


THE BODY Shop's 
Vitamin C time- 


new haircut, fresh hair color, or an entirely 
new you by way of the high-tech hair treat- 


release capsules 
HELLO/D2 


The Tell-tale Heart: Tips for a Healthy Life 


Dr. Luisito О. Llido, Head of the Nutrition Support Services of 
St. Luke's Medical Center is an expert in clinical nutrition with a 
proven track record in the care of the critically-ill like cardiac 
patients. He would rather help in the prevention of heart disease 
than see it in its full-blown manifestation. As part of St. Luke's 
total quality patient care program, Dr. Llido looks at the over-all 

d health status of a patient and recommends simpler and healthier 
lifestyle change. Here is his prescription for a healthy heart: 


Eat right. Making healthy food choices significantly lowers blood pressure and 
reduces the risk of a heart attack. Loading up on fruits and vegetables, whole grains, 
nuts and fish keeps the kilos off but your body also needs the right amounts of 
healthy fat. With high-cholesterol fast food and other convenience items taking up 
a larger role in the modern diet, you will be better off with balanced nutrition that 
matches your calorie and protein requirement based on your weight and nutritional 
assessment. 


For obtaining optimum health and maximum productivity, Dr. Llido recommends a 
balanced diet supplemented with "nutrient-complete" products like Ensure. It provides 
complete and balanced nutrition and can also be used as a meal replacement to 
help ward off hypertension, stroke and cardiovascular disease. It gives you the 
required calories and helps eliminate the "guessing game” associated with fad diets. 


Be active. Sedentary lifestyles are the scourge of the modern age. If work and 
other concerns leave you with no time to exercise, remember that just being 
physically active doing housework or taking care of the kids already accounts for 
exercise. So keep moving and do whatever form of exercise is fit for you. Exercise 


provides health benefits for the whole body like improving circulation and muscle 
mass function, repairing body tissues and reducing inflammation, aside from 
promoting heart protection 


Avoid stress. Studies have shown that emotional and physical stress can also 
increase oxidative damage from free radicals to the whole body. It also raises your 
blood pressure and makes you more prone to heart attacks. So make sure you set 
aside some time for rest and relaxation. Step back from the "fast lane" and engage. 
in relaxing activities like music, reading, enjoying time with your family, or having 
special hobbies. Your heart will thank you for it. 


Have a positive outlook. Studies have shown that people who look at the brighter 
side of life tend to have better productivity and stable relationships. Married couples 
with positive relationships tend to live longer. 


For an effective patient management approach to intensive and comprehensive 
pre- and post-operative cardiac rehabilitation, more doctors incorporate daily feedings 
of Ensure. 


Ensure is equipped with a heart-defense system rich in antioxidants and low in 
cholesterol, sodium and saturated fats to assure you of total heart protection. It also 
has а heart-healthy fat blend that meets the standards set by the American Heart 
Association. 


Dr. Llido was a guest speaker at the Annual Convention of the Philippine Heart Association 
held on May 26, 2006 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel. He delivered a talk with the topic 
"Cardio-nutrition: Its Impact on the Total Care of a Patient.” 


American Heart Association and National Chol 
Your heart is the center of activity in your ‘com 

Every part of your system depends on it. If Fs 
heart is healthy, your entire body benefits, But if 
's not, then your whole body suffers. Your heart 
is in charge of pumping life-giving blood to your 
entire body, providing nourishment and oxygen to. 
all the cells in your tissues, organs, muscles and 
bones.The blood moves from the heart into your 
arteries, then into tiny tubes called capilaries, and 
finally into the veins that lead back to your heart. 


Although your heart is а powerful organ, it can 
be damaged by disease and poor living habits like 
smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 
stress. АЙ these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation, 


free from 


aque and 
block the flow of blood _ 


Low sodium - control high b 
prevent pr in му м 


Low saturated fats - Helps 


blocking effects of bad. 


Ensure helps fight off the harmful effects of free 
DEFENSE | radicals caused by these unhealthy habits. Its unique 
SYSTEM Heart Defense System creates a shield around 

your heart to help protect you from an attack, 


of harmful fatty deposits іл you 


ur heart. Ensure your life. 
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Hello, gorgeous! ~- 


to your lustrous crowning glory. 

For the back-to-school pack, 1 suggest a 
hair-smoothening treatment to cut the styling 
time in the morning. Who needs the unneces- 
sary primping time before a nerve-wracking 
exam, after all? Smooth does not mean stick- 
straight, though. Walis-looking locks just 
doesn't look right. 

Lucky for us, You Salon has moved quite the 
distance from traditional rebonding. The ge- 
ius hairstyling husband-and-wife tandem 
Mr. YS and Ms Becky introduced me to the Flat 
Plate Perm, an intriguing new straightening 
treatment that uses a gentler paste instead of 
the usual liquid chemical used in rebonding, 
and plastic sheets ("plates") instead of tradi- 
tional flat irons to "shape" hair. 

The result? Smoother hair without the 
harsh “rebonded” effect, more bounce, and 


j| YOU Salon, 
hair heaven 


considerably less damage. After having curls 
for most of the summer (which require some 
product and quite a bit of effort to style), Im. 
loving the fact that all it takes to make my new 
"do extra-sleek is а couple of drops of shine 
serum and some air-drying. That I can easily 
pull off the perfect preppy gir! look with my 
kolehiyala hair is but an adorable bonus. 

Ifyou're fine with your hair texture and just 
need a fabulous new chop, schedule an ap- 
ointment with Mr. YS. He's areal creative ex- 
pert when it comes to cuts. He spends more 
time snipping away than most stylists, but fret 
not because he never takes off more than he 
should; he's just more meticulous with shape 
and symmetry You're sure to get your money's 
worth. 


Take your vitamins 

‘Schoolwork means more stress, which ulti- 
‘mately takes its toll on your health, and is in- 
evitably reflected in your skin and looks in 
general. Consider this your “ounce of preven- 
tion”: take dietary vitamin supplements like 
vitamin A, Cand E. Your energy levels, immu- 
nity, not to mention your skin and hair, will 
thank you for it. 

For an extra vitamin boost externally, treat 
your skin to enriched skincare. Vitamin C- 
based products brighten and energize skin. 
Tm currently loving The Body Shop's Time Re- 
lease Vitamin C Capsules, tiny soft-gel caps 
filled with pure topical vitamin C fora healthy 
skin treat. The concentrated vitamin C in this 
product “wakes up” my complexion, getting 
rid of all evidence of stress with regular use, 
which is the best news for people who can't 
getrid of stress itself. 

‘Another favorite is Nivea New Skin Intense 
Rejuvenating Care, which I apply at night be- 
cause ofits richer consistency. After two weeks 
of using this, my skin has been considerably 
smoother and the uneven skin tone from too 


First-schoolday tips 


ANXIOUS ABOUT THE FIRST DAY OF 
school? Fret not! Bic has a few tips on how to 
‘welcome the new school year. 

‘Come prepared. Sleep early the night be- 
fore the big day. Start the morning right with 
a healthy breakfast. А good night's sleep anda 
satisfied tummy will give you the energy 
boost you need for the day. 

‘Wear something you love. Put on your 
lucky earrings or watch. Wear your favorite 


RRSP GOTT 
tinaga” 


Subscrib 
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hair clip. Make sure that you feel good about 
the way you look. 

Meet and greet. Catch up with your old 
friends and try to make new ones. Exchange 
stories about exciting summer escapades with 
your best friend or strike up a conversation with 
your new seatmate. Your friends will definitely 
make the coming school year memorable. 

Bring all the right sfuff. Borrowing school 
supplies from your classmates is not a good 
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many late nights is evening out beautifully. 


Watch your eyes 

The first clue that school season has begun. 
A brand-new set of eye bags and dark circles, 
and red, irritated eyes from reading and too 
‘much time in front of the computer. 

Nip these back-to-school hazards even be- 
fore they start with an effective eye-care regi- 
men. Yes, you need one. Never underestimate 
the need for eye care at your age. With the 
presence of too much pollution, stressors and 
aging elements around, you wouldn't want to. 
be sorry when you're 25 and sporting crow's 
feet 

The best products to use are those that re- 
fresh and de-puff (more than fixing fine lines). 
Look for ingredients like cucumber (found in 
St. Ives Bye and Face Anti-Stress Gel) and vita- 
min E (n The Body Shop Vitamin E Eye 
Cream). Also, keep a tube of eyebag-minimiz- 
ing eye gels. Loreal Hydrafresh Eye and Murad 
Moisture Silk Eye Gel are my picks. 

To keep eyes bright, tote a bottle of eye 
drops. You'll need it after a night of reading. 
Try Visine Refresh to get rid of redness and 
make you look extra-fresh. For an easy look- 
awake trick, line your lower lids with white 
eyeliner. This secret makeup move will make 
the white of your eyes appear whiter, giving 
you that bright-eyed look in an instant. Try 
Prestige Eye Liner or Shu Uemura Drawing 
Pencil for an instant perk-me-up. 

Nivea and Loreal at PCX, Watson's and de- 
partment stores; The Body Shop at major 
malls; Visine at Mercury Drug; Prestige at 
Beauty Bar; Murad at Essenses, Rustan's: Shu 
Uemura at Rustan's, You Salon at the 3/E The 
Fort Strip, Fort Bonifacio. For appointments, 
call 8184968 or 8181968. 


Email the author at lora gaholQya- 
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way to start the school year. Be sure to come 
to school with the basics: pencils, ballpoint 
pens, notebooks and paper in themes and col- 
ors that match your personality. Bic Velocity 
‘mechanical pencils come in bright and cheer- 
ful colors that will suit your positive mood. 

Bic Writing Instruments are distributed by 
Filstar Distributors Corporation and are avail 
able at National Book Store and other ret 
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“HER death has led to so many 
endeavors, "says her brother 


Christopher. 


KC DE VENECIAS LEGACY 
lives on in the hearts of those 
who love her. 

In the aftermath of her pass- 
ing at the age of 16, her family, 
led by Speaker José de Venecia 
and Ms Gina Vera Perez-de 
Venecia, established the KC de 
Venecia Foundation. Headed 
by KC's mom, it aims to help 
send to school exceptional stu- 
dents from economically dis- 
advantaged families. 

The scholarships are open to 
Filipino students who excel in 
arts and sciences, fields KC was 
very passionate about. Appli- 
cants should be between ages 
16 апд 22, with a general aver- 
age grade of 85 percent or 
higher and interested to pur- 
sue studies in the field of arts 
(mass communications, jour- 
nalism, theater arts, speech 
communications, fine arts, in- 
terior design, literature, archi- 
tecture, music, European lan- 
guages) and sciences (nursing, 
biology, zoology, biochemistry, 
computers, food and nutri- 
tion). 

The foundations first schol- 
ar is Bhea Vacio, a third-year 
Fine Arts student at the Philip- 
pine Women’s University. Her 
father, a grade-school teacher, 
had written to the KC Founda- 


tion to ask for support for his 
daughters studies. She had 
been an artist since the age of 4 
and has won many awards for 
her works. 

Bhea almost stopped study- 
ing for a semester due to finan- 
cial problems. “If not for the KC 
Foundation, my dreams would 
have burst like bubbles,” she 
said. 

KC's older brother Christo- 
pher said, “Some stories end 
with death. But KC's story has 
gone on beyond death and not 
everybody gets the opportuni- 
ty to touch many lives, espe- 
cially after death. Since KC 
passed away, there's Ina, 
theres KC's Foundation, 
there's дай proposal for as- 
bestos suit technology to be 
shipped in from Austria (for 
firefighters). The burn unit at 
the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal was renovated in honor of 
KC, you have three buildings in 
Marilac Hills, Haven for Wom- 
en and Haven for Children, all 
in honor of KC as well. Her 
death has led to so many en- 
deavors.” 

The KC de Venecia Founda- 
tion is located at 12 A United 
St., Brgy. Kapitolyo, Pasig City. 
Call 6344629 or 22 or e-m: 
kedevenecia@yahoo.com 
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Hello, gorgeous! 


DOES "HELLO, SCHOOL!” MEAN “GOOD- — у ments around. Sometime between complet- 


bye, pretty!” to you? It shouldn't—not if you 
know how to weleome the new school year 
with a fresh batch of beauty tricks. 

Here are some surefire ways to keep you 
looking gorgeous in the next ten months. 


Get anew look 

When I was younger, I used to mark the 
start of my "new year" on the first day of 
school. With good reason, too, as it was the 
perfect setting to show off a new look. 

‘Add some shock factor to June by getting a 
new haircut, fresh hair color, or an entirely 


ing your school supplies and the day you re- 
sume your scholastic responsibilities, pencil in 
a trip to the salon. 

Now, had I gone for a back-to-school hair 
splurge this year, my recent trip to You Salon 
at The Fort would've been it. Гуе been quite 
the regular at this very tech-savvy beauty 
haven in the past months, mostly because 
there's always something new to try every 
time! On top of my list is still the hair mani- 
cure, which is really a makeover in itself with 
the way it transforms even the dullest hair in- 


HELLO/D2 


THE BODY Shop's 
Vitamin C time- 
release capsules 


new you by way of the high-tech hair treat- 


е Tell-tale Heart: Tips for a Healthy Life 


Dr. Luisito O. Llido, Head of the Nutrition Support Services of 
St. Luke's Medical Center is an expert in clinical nutrition with a 
proven track record in the care of the critically-ill like cardiac 
patients. He would rather help in the prevention of heart disease 
than see it in its full-blown manifestation. As part of St. Luke's 
total quality patient care program, Dr. Lido looks at the over-all 
health status of a patient and recommends simpler and healthier 

lifestyle change. Here is his prescription for a healthy heart: 


Eat right. Making healthy food choices significantly lowers blood pressure and 
reduces the risk of a heart attack. Loading up on fruits and vegetables, whole grains, 
nuts and fish keeps the kilos off but your body also needs the right amounts of 
healthy fat. With high-cholesterol fast food and other convenience items taking up 
a larger role in the modern diet, you will be better off with balanced nutrition that 
matches your calorie and protein requirement based on your weight and nutritional 
assessment. 


For obtaining optimum health and maximum productivity, Dr. Llido recommends a 
balanced diet supplemented with "nutrient-complete" products like Ensure. It provides 
complete and balanced nutrition and can also be used as a meal replacement to 
help ward off hypertension, stroke and cardiovascular disease. It gives you the 
required calories and helps eliminate the "guessing game" associated with fad diets. 


Be active. Sedentary lifestyles are the scourge of the modern age. If work and 
other concerns leave you with no time to exercise, remember that just being 
physically active doing housework or taking care of the kids already accounts for 
exercise. So keep moving and do whatever form of exercise is fit for you. Exercise 


provides health benefits for the whole body like improving circulation and muscle 
mass function, repairing body tissues and reducing inflammation, aside from 
promoting heart protection. 


Avoid stress. Studies have shown that emotional and physical stress can also 
increase oxidative damage from free radicals to the whole body. It also raises your 
blood pressure and makes you more prone to heart attacks. So make sure you set 
aside some time for rest and relaxation. Step back from the "fast lane" and engage 
in relaxing activities like music, reading, enjoying time with your family, or having 
special hobbies. Your heart will thank you for it. 


Have a positive outlook. Studies have shown that people who look at the brighter 
side of life tend to have better productivity and stable relationships. Married couples 
with positive relationships tend to live longer. 


For an effective patient management approach to intensive and comprehensive 
pre- and post-operative cardiac rehabilitation, more doctors incorporate daily feedings 
of Ensure. 


Énsure is equipped with a heart-defense system rich in antioxidants and low in 
cholesterol, sodium and saturated fats to assure you of total heart protection. It also 
has a heart-healthy fat blend that meets the standards set by the American Heart 
Association. 


Dr. Llido was а guest speaker at the Annual Convention of the Philippine Heart Association 
held on May 26, 2006 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel. He delivered a talk with the topic 
"Cerdio-nutrition: Its Impact on the Total Care of a Patient.” 


Recommended by 8 out of 10 doctors and n 
American Heart Association and National Ch 


Your heart is che center of ni 

Every part of your system ‘on It Ҥуо 
heart is healthy, your entire body benefits. Buti. 
it's not, then your whole body suffers. Your heart 

is in charge of pumping life-giving blood to your 
entire body, providing nou and. to 

all the cells in your tissues, muscles and 
bones. The blood moves from the heart into your 
arteries, then into tiny tubes called capillaries, and 
finally into the veins that lead back to your heart. 


Although your heart is a powerful organ, it can 
be damaged by disease and poor living habits like, 
smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 


stress. All these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation. 


Ensure helps fight off the harmful effects of free 
radicals caused by these unhealthy habits Из unique 
Heart Defense System creates a shield around 
your heart to help protect you from an attack. 
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Hello, gorgeous! ~- 


to your lustrous crowning glory. 

For the back-to-school pack, 1 suggest a 
hair-smoothening treatment to cut the styling 
time in the morning. Who needs the unneces- 
sary primping time before a nerve-wracking 
exam, after all? Smooth does not mean stick- 
straight, though. Walis-looking locks just 
doesn’t look right. 

Luckyforus, You Salon has moved quite the 
distance from traditional rebonding. The ge- 
mus hairstyling husband-andwife tandem 
Mr. YS and Ms Becky introduced me to the Flat. 
Plate Perm, an intriguing new straightening 
treatment that uses a gentler paste instead of 
the usual liquid chemical used in rebonding 
and plastic sheets ("plates") instead of tradi- 
tional flat irons to “shape” hair. 

The result? Smoother hair without the 
harsh “rebonded” effect, more bounce, and 


YOU Salon, 
hair heaven 


| 


considerably less damage. After having curls 
for most of the summer (which require some 
product and quite a bit of effort to style), Fm 
loving the fact that all it takes to make my new 
‘do extra-sleek is a couple of drops of shine 
serum and some air-drying. That I can easily 
pull off the perfect preppy girl look with my 
kolehiyala hair is but an adorable bonus. 

Ifyou'e fine with your hair texture and just 
need a fabulous new chop, schedule an ap- 
pointment with Mr. YS. He's a real creative ex- 
pert when it comes to cuts. He spends more. 
time snipping away than most stylists, but fret 
not because he never takes off more than he 
should; he's just more meticulous with shape 
and symmetry. You're sure to get your money's 
worth. 


Take your vitamins 

Schoolwork means more stress, which ulti- 
mately takes its toll on your health, and is in- 
evitably reflected in your skin and looks in 
general. Consider this your "ounce of preven- 
tion": take dietary vitamin supplements like 
vitamin A, C and E. Your energy levels, immu- 
nity, not to mention your skin and hair, will 
thank you for it. 

For an extra vitamin boost externally, treat 
your skin to enriched skincare. Vitamin C- 
based products brighten and energize skin. 
Tm currently loving The Body Shop's Time Re- 
lease Vitamin C Capsules, tiny soft-gel caps 
filled with pure topical vitamin C fora healthy 
skin treat. The concentrated vitamin C in this 
product “wakes ир” my complexion, getting 
rid of all evidence of stress with regular use, 
which is the best news for people who can't 
gerrid of stress itself. 

‘Another favorite is Nivea New Skin Intense 
Rejuvenating Care, which I apply at night be- 
cause ofits richer consistency. After two weeks 
of using this, my skin has been considerably 
smoother and the uneven skin tone from too 


First-schoolday tips 


ANXIOUS ABOUT THE FIRST DAY OF 
school? Fret not! Bic has a few tips on how to 
welcome the new school year. 

Come prepared. Sleep early the night be- 
fore the big day, Start the morning right with 
a healthy breakfast. A good night's sleep anda 
satisfied tummy will give you the energy 
boost you need for the day. 

Wear something you love. Put on your 
lucky earrings or watch. Wear your favorite 
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hair clip. Make sure that you feel good about 
the way you look. 

Meet and greet. Catch up with your old 
friends and ту to make new ones. Exchange 
stories about exciting summer escapades with 
your bestfriend or strike пра conversation with 
your new seatmate. Your friends will definitely 
‘make the coming school year memorable. 

Bring all the right sfuff. Borrowing school 
supplies from your classmates is not a good 
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many late nights is evening out beautifully. 


Watch your eyes 

‘The first clue that school season has begun?. 
A brand-new set of eye bags and dark circles, 
and red, irritated eyes from reading and too 
much time in front of the computer. 

Nip these back-to-school hazards even be- 
fore they start with an effective eye-care regi- 
men. Yes, you need one. Never underestimate 
the need for eye care at your age. With the 
presence of too much pollution, stressors and 
aging elements around, you wouldn't want to 
be sorry when you're 25 and sporting crow's 
feet. 

The best products to use are those that re- 
fresh and de-puff (more than fixing fine lines). 
Look for ingredients like cucumber (found in 
St. Ives Eye and Face Anti-Stress Gel) and vita- 
min E (in The Body Shop Vitamin E Eye 
Cream). Also, keep a tube of eyebag-minimiz- 
ing eye gels. Loreal Hydrafresh Eye and Murad 
Moisture Silk Eye Gel are my picks. 

To keep eyes bright, tote a bottle of eye 
drops. You'll need it after a night of reading, 
Try Visine Refresh to get rid of redness and 
make you look extra-fresh. For an easy look- 
awake tick, line your lower lids with white 
eyeliner. This secret makeup move will make 
the white of your eyes appear whiter, giving 
you that brighzeyed look in an instant. Try 
Prestige Eye Liner or Shu Uemura Drawing 
Pencil for an instant perk-me-up. 

Nivea and Loreal at PCX, Watson's and de- 
partment stores; The Body Shop at major 
malls; Visine at Mercury Drug; Prestige at 
Beauty Bar; Murad at Essenses, Rustan's, Shu 
Uemura at Rustan's, You Salon at the 3/E The 
Fort Strip, Fort Bonifacio. For appointments, 
call 8184968 or 8181968. 
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way to start the school year. Be sure to come 
to school with the basics: pencils, ballpoint 
pens, notebooks and paper in themes and col- 
ors that match your personality. Bic Velocity 
mechanical pencils come in bright and cheer- 
ful colors that will suit your positive mood. 

Bic Writing Instruments are distributed by 
Filstar Distributors Corporation and are avail- 
able at National Book Store and other retail 
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“HER death has led to so many 
endeavors, "says her brother 


Christopher. _ 


KC DE VENECIAS LEGACY 
lives on in the hearts of those. 
who love her. 

In the aftermath of her pass- 
ing at the age of 16, her family, 
led by Speaker José de Venecia 
and Ms Gina Vera Perez-de 
Venecia, established the KC де 
Venecia Foundation. Headed 
by KC's mom, it aims to help 
send to school exceptional stu- 
dents from economically dis- 
advantaged families. 

The scholarships are open to 
Filipino students who excel in 
arts and sciences, fields KC was 
very passionate about. Appli- 
cants should be between ages 
16 and 22, with a general aver- 
age grade of 85 percent or 
higher and interested to pur- 
sue studies in the field of arts 
(mass communications, jour- 
nalism, theater arts, speech 
communications, fine arts, in- 
terior design, literature, a 
tecture, music, European lan- 
guages) and sciences (nursing, 
biology, zoology, biochemistry, 
computers, food and nutri- 
tion). 

The foundation's first schol- 
ar is Bhea Vacio, a third-year 
Fine Arts student at the Philip- 
pine Women's University. Her 
father, a grade-school teacher, 
had written to the KC Founda- 


tion to ask for support for his 
daughters studies. She had 
been an artist since the age of 4 
and has won many awards for 
her works. 

Bhea almost stopped study- 
ing for a semester due to finan- 
cial problems. “If not for the КС 
Foundation, my dreams would 
have burst like bubbles," she 
sai 

КСз older brother Christo- 
pher said, "Some stories end 
with death. But KC's story has 
gone on beyond death and not 
everybody gets the opportuni- 
ty to touch many lives, espe- 
cially after death. Since KC 
passed away, there's Ina, 
there's KC's Foundation, 
there's dad's proposal for as- 
bestos suit technology to be 
shipped in from Austria (for 
firefighters). The burn unit at 
the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal was renovated in honor of 
KC, you have three buildings in 
Marilac Hills, Haven for Wom- 
en and Haven for Children, all 
in honor of KC as well. Her 
death has led to so many en- 
deavors.” 

The KC de Venecia Founda- 
Чоп is located at 12 A United 
St., Brgy. Kapitolyo, Pasig City. 
Call 6344629 or 22 or e-mail 
kcdeveneciaQ yahoo.com 
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bye, pretty!” to you? It shouldn't—not if you 
know how to welcome the new school year 
with a fresh batch of beauty tricks. 

Here are some surefire ways to keep you 
looking gorgeous in the next ten months. 


Get anew look 

When I was younger, T used to mark the 
start of my "new year” on the first day of 
school. With good reason, too, as it was the 
perfect setting to show off a new look. 

‘Add some shock factor to June by getting a 


ments around. Sometime between complet- 
ing your schoo! supplies and the day you re- 
sume your scholastic responsibilities, pencil in 
atripto the salon. 

Now, had I gone for a back-to-school hair 
splurge this year, my recent trip to You Salon 
at The Fort would've been it. I've been quite 
the regular at this very tech-savvy beauty 
haven in the past months, mostly because 
there's always something new to try every 
time! On top of my list is still the hair mani- 
cure, which is really a makeover in itself with 
the way it transforms even the dullest hair in- 
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The Tell-tale Heart: Tips for a Healthy Life 


Dr. Luisito O. Llido, Head of the Nutrition Support Services of 
St. Luke's Medical Center is an expert in clinical nutrition with a 
proven track record in the care of the critically-ill like cardiac 
patients. He would rather help in the prevention of heart disease 
than see it in its full-blown manifestation. As part of St. Luke's 
total quality patient care program, Dr. Llido looks at the over-all 
health status of a patient and recommends simpler and healthier 

lifestyle change. Here is his prescription for a healthy heart 


Eat right. Making healthy food choices significantly lowers blood pressure and 
reduces the risk of a heart attack. Loading up on fruits and vegetables, whole grains, 
nuts and fish keeps the kilos off but your body also needs the right amounts of 
healthy fat. With high-cholesterol fast food and other convenience items taking up 
а larger role in the modern diet, you will be better off with balanced nutrition that 
matches your calorie and protein requirement based on your weight and nutritional 
assessment. 


For obtaining optimum health and maximum productivity, Dr. Llido recommends a 
balanced diet supplemented with "nutrient-complete" products like Ensure. It provides 
complete and balanced nutrition and can also be used as a meal replacement to 
help ward off hypertension, stroke and cardiovascular disease. It gives you the 
required calories and helps eliminate the "guessing game" associated with fad diets. 


Be active. Sedentary lifestyles are the scourge of the modern age. If work and 
other concerns leave you with no time to exercise, remember that just being 
physically active doing housework or taking care of the kids already accounts for 
exercise. So keep moving and do whatever form of exercise is fit for you. Exercise 


provides health benefits for the whole body like improving circulation and muscle 
mass function, repairing body tissues and reducing inflammation, aside from 
promoting heart protection 


Avoid stress. Studies have shown that emotional and physical stress can also 
increase oxidative damage from free radicals to the whole body. It also raises your 
blood pressure and makes you more prone to heart attacks. So make sure you set 
aside some time for rest and relaxation. Step back from the "fast lane" and engage 
in relaxing activities like music, reading, enjoying time with your family, or having 
special hobbies. Your heart will thank you for it. 


Have a positive outlook. Studies have shown that people who look at the brighter 
side of life tend to have better productivity and stable relationships. Married couples 
with positive relationships tend to live longer. 


For an effective patient management approach to intensive and comprehensive 
pre- and post-operative cardiac rehabilitation, more doctors incorporate daily feedings 
of Ensure. 


Ensure is equipped with a heart-defense system rich in antioxidants and low in 
cholesterol, sodium and saturated fats to assure you of total heart protection. It also 
has a heart-healthy fat blend that meets the standards set by the American Heart 
Association. 


Dr. Llido was a guest speaker at the Annual Convention of the Philippine Heart Association 
held on May 26, 2006 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel. He delivered a talk with the topic 
"Cardio-nutrition: Its Impact on the Total Care of a Patient." 


Recommended by 8 out of 10 doctors and 


American Heart Association and National 


Your heart is the center of activity in your body. 
Every part of your system depends on it If 

heart is healthy, your entire body benefits. But if; 
it's not, then your whole body suffers. Your heart 
is in charge of pumping life-giving blood to your 
entire body, providing nourishment and. to 
all the cells in your tissues, organs, muscles and 
bones.The blood moves from the heart into your 
arteries, then into tiny tubes called capillaries, and 
finally into the veins that lead back to your heart. 


Although your heart is а powerful organ, it can 
be damaged by disease and poor living habits like 
smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 


stress. All these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation. 


Ensure helps fight off the harmful effects of free 
DEFENSE | radicals caused by these unhealthy habits. Из unique 
SYSTEM Heart Defense System creates a shield around 
your heart to help protect you from an attack. 


of harmful fatty deposits In 


Ensure your heart, 
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Hello, gorgeous! ~~. 


to your lustrous crowning glory: 

For the back-to-school pack, 1 suggest а 
hair-smoothening treatment to cut the styling 
time in the morning. Who needs the unneces- 
sary primping time before а nerve-wracking 
exam, after all? Smooth does not mean stick- 
straight, though. Walis-looking locks just 
doesn'tlook right. 

Lucky for us, You Salon has moved quite the. 
distance from traditional rebonding. The ge- 
ius hairstyling husband-and-wife tandem 
Mr. YS and Ms Becky introduced me to the Flat 
Plate Perm, an intriguing new straightening 
treatment that uses a gentler paste instead of 
the usual liquid chemical used in rebonding, 
and plastic sheets (“plates”) instead of tra 
tional flat irons to “shape” һай. 

‘The result? Smoother hair without the 
harsh “rebonded” effect, more bounce, and 


H 
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considerably less damage. After having curls 
for most of the summer (which require some 
product and quite a bit of effort to style), Гиз 
loving the fact that all it takes to make my new 
‘do extra-sleek is a couple of drops of shine 
serum and some air-drying. That 1 can easily 
pull off the perfect preppy girl look with my 
kolehiyala hair is but an adorable bonus. 

Ifyou're fine with your hair texture and just 
need a fabulous new chop, schedule an ap- 
ointment with Mr. YS. He's areal creative ex- 
pert when it comes to cuts. He spends more 
time snipping away than most stylists, but fret 
not because he never takes off more than he 
should; he's just more meticulous with shape 
and symmetry. You're sure to get your money's 
worth, 


Take your vitamins 

Schoolwork means more stress, which ulti- 
mately takes its toll on your health, and is in- 
evitably reflected in your skin and looks in 
general. Consider this your “ounce of preven- 
tion”: take dietary vitamin supplements like 
vitamin A, Cand Е. Your energy levels, immu- 
nity, not fo mention your skin and hair, will 
thank you for it. 

For an extra vitamin boost externally, treat 
your skin to enriched skincare. Vitamin C- 
based products brighten and energize ski 
Tm currently loving The Body Shop's Time Re- 
lease Vitamin C Capsules, tiny soft-gel caps 
filled with pure topical vitamin C for a healthy 
skin treat. The concentrated vitamin C in this 
product "wakes up" my complexion, getting 
rid of all evidence of stress with regular use, 
which is the best news for people who can't 
getrid of stress itself. 

Another favorite is Nivea New Skin Intense. 
Rejuvenating Care, which I apply at night be- 
cause ofits richer consistency After two weeks 
of using this, my skin has been considerably 
smoother and the uneven skin tone from too 


First-schoolday tips 


ANXIOUS ABOUT THE FIRST DAY OF 
school? Fret not! Bic has a few tips on how to 
"welcome the new school year. 

Come prepared. Sleep early the night be- 
fore the big day. Start the morning right with 
a healthy breakfast. A good night's sleep and a 
satisfied tummy will give you the energy 
boost you need for the day. 

Wear something you love. Put on your 
lucky earrings or watch. Wear your favorite 


hair clip. Make sure that you feel good about 
the way you look. 

Meet and greet. Catch up with your old 
friends and ty to make new ones. Exchange 
stories about exciting summer escapades with 
your best friend or strike up a conversation with 
your new seatmate. Your friends will definitely 
make the coming school year memorable. 

Bring all the right sfuff. Borrowing school 
supplies from your classmates is not a good 
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many late nights is evening out beautifully. 


Watch your eyes 

The first clue that school season has begun?. 
A brand-new set of eye bags and dark circles, 
and red, irritated eyes from reading and too. 
much time in front of the computer. 

Nip these back-to-school hazards even be- 
fore they start with an effective eye-care regi- 
men. Yes, you need one. Never underestimate 
the need for eye care at your age. With the 
presence of too much pollution, stressors and 
aging elements around, you wouldn't want to 
be sorry when you're 25 and sporting crow's 
feet. 

The best products to use are those that re- 
fresh and de-puff (more than fixing fine lines). 
Look for ingredients like cucumber (found in 
St. Ives Eye and Расе Anti-Stress Gel) and vit 
min E (in The Body Shop Vitamin E Eye 
Cream). Also, keep a tube of eyebag-minimiz- 
ingeye gels. Loreal Hydrafresh Eye and Мигай 
Moisture Silk Eye Gel are my picks. 

"To keep eyes bright, tote a bottle of eye 
drops. You'll need it after a night of reading. 
Try Visine Refresh to get rid of redness and 
make you look extra-fresh. For an easy look- 
awake trick, line your lower lids with white 
eyeliner. This secret makeup move will make 
the white of your eyes appear whiter, giving 
you that bright-eyed look in an instant. Try 
Prestige Eye Liner or Shu Uemura Drawing 
Pencil for an instant perk-me-up. 

Nivea and Loreal at PCX, Watson's and de- 
partment stores; The Body Shop at major 
malls; Visine at Mercury Drug; Prestige at 
Beauty Bar; Murad at Essenses, Rustan's; Shu 
Uemura at Rustan's; You Salon at the 3/5 The 
Fort Strip, Fort Bonifacio. For appointments, 
call 8184968 or 8181968. 


Email the author at lora gahol@ya- 
hoo.com 


way to start the school year. Be sure to соте 
to school with the basics: pencils, ballpoint 
pens, notebooks and paper in themes and col- 
ors that match your personality. Bic Velocity 
mechanical pencils come in bright and cheer- 
ful colors that will suit your positive mood. 

Bic Writing Instruments are distributed by 
Filstar Distributors Corporation and are avail- 
able at National Book Store and other retail 


“HER death has led to so many 
endeavors, "says her brother 


Christopher. 


KC DE VENECIAS LEGACY 
lives on in the hearts of those. 
who love her. 

In the aftermath of her pass- 
ing at the age of 16, her family, 
led by Speaker José de Venecia. 
and Ms Gina Vera Perez-de 
Venecia, established the KC de 
Venecia Foundation. Headed 
by KC's mom, it aims to help 
send to school exceptional stu- 
dents from economically dis- 
advantaged families. 

The scholarships are open to 
Filipino students who excel in 
arts and sciences, Fields KC was 
very passionate about. Appli- 
cants should be between ages 
16 and 22, with a general aver- 
age grade of 85 percent or 
higher and interested to pur- 
sue studies in the field of arts 
(mass communications, jour- 
nalism, theater arts, speech 
communications, fine arts, in- 
terior design, literature, archi- 
tecture, music, European lan- 
guages) and sciences (nursing, 
biology, zoology, biochemistry, 
computers, food and nutri- 
tion). 

The foundation’s first schol- 
ar is Bhea Vacio, a third-year 
Fine Arts student at the Philip- 
pine Women's University. Нег 
father, a grade-school teacher, 
had written to the KC Founda- 


tion to ask for support for his 
deughters studies. She had 
been an artist since the age of 4 
and has won many awards for 
her works. 

Bhea almost stopped study- 
ing for a semester due to finan- 
cial problems. "If not for the КС 
Foundation, my dreams would 
have burst like bubbles," she 
said. 

KC's older brother Christo- 
pher said, “Some stories end 
with death. But KC's story has 
gone on beyond death and not 
everybody gets the opportuni- 
ty to touch many lives, espe- 
cially after death. Since KC 
passed away, there's Ina, 
theres KC's. Foundation, 
there's dad's proposal for as- 
bestos suit technology to be 
shipped in from Austria (for 
firefighters). The burn unit at 
the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal was renovated in honor of 
KC, you have three buildings in 
Marilac Hills, Haven for Wom- 
en and Haven for Children, all 
in honor of KC as well. Her 
death has led to so many en- 
deavors." 

‘The KC de Venecia Founda- 
tion is located at 12 A United 
St, Brgy. Kapitolyo, Pasig City. 
Call 6344629 or 22 or e-mail 
Kedevenecia@yahoo.com 
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Зборов, not cigarettes 


BOOST WILL POWER 


MAY 21и 
WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY 


кы 


CHUPA CHUPS, THE WORLD'S NO. 1 LOLLIPOR 
through its exclusive Philippine distributor, ADP 
Industries Corp., will celebrate World No-Tobacco 
Day (WNTD) in the country May 31. 

WNTD is the only global event established 
to call attention to the impact of tobacco use 
on public health and to reduce individual to- 
bacco-dependence. 

For the first time in the Philippines, Chupa 
Chups, the world's favorite "sweet on a stick,” 
will ask an estimated 24 million Filipino smok- 
ers to “butt ош” on World No-Tobacco Day. 

‘According to studies done in Spain, sucking 
а Chupa Спирз lollipop creates a feeling of 
warmth, sense of security and helps relieve 
stress. It serves as an "effective tool” for smok- 
ers who want to quit smoking, 

To send a message among Filipino smokers 
that Chupa Chups is a healthy 
smoking, Chupa Chups teams will г 
metro's most popular bars and restaurants 
May 31. They will convince smokers to ex- 
change a stick of their cigarette for a Chupa 
Chups lollipop. 

See you in your fa- 
vorite bars and 
restaurants tonight! 


Improving your English and Filipino 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DEPED) 
has lamented the declining proficiency and 
knowledge of Filipino students in English and 
Filipino. 

According to DepEd, the 2005 National As- 
sessment Test in the secondary level showed on- 
ly 42.48 percent proficiency level in Filipino 
compared to 61.26 percent NAT exams con- 
ducted in 2001. 

Likewise, DepEd also said that in the recent 
NAT for school year 2004-2005, public elemen- 
tary pupils obtained a low average of 59.1 per- 
cent in English, 

Aside from developing good study habits, 
students may employ the following tips to im- 
prove their language and communication skills, 
whether in English or Filipino: 

"Reading is the best way to improve your vo- 
cabulary. Read newspapers, magazines, web- 
sites, novels and nonfiction books. Choose 
something that genuinely interests you and isn’t 
too challenging. 

“Pretend you are a newscaster and read out 
the newspaper to your mirror. 

“While reading a book, underline all the 
words you do not know. Look them up in the 
dictionary. 

"Make a list of these words, and make sure 
you use at least five of them in a conversation. 


uring the day. 

“Try keeping a daily journal where you can 
practice using new words and expressions. This 
helps reinforce sentence structures and vocabu- 
lary 

‘These are just some of the many useful infor- 
mation that can be found in Diwa's English and 
Filipino scholastic enhancement materials 
(SEMs), such as "Magica" and “Tambuli” for 
high-school students and “Abracadabra” and 
“Kaluskos” for grade school students. 

“Kaluskos” and “Tambuli” Diwats Filipino 
SEMs, aim to develop the mental, anal 
reading, writing and speaking skills in Fil 
of the students by utilizing the socio-linguistic 
approach in their main articles and regular fea- 
tures, thus integrating the lessons in the maga- 
zines to other subjects such as social studies, 
values education, etc. and follow the matrix de- 
fined and developed from the new curriculum 
of DepEd. 

“Abracadabra” and “Magica,” Diwa's English 
SEMs, provide proper foundation and motiva- 
tion for young writers and speakers and help 
students understand and fully enjoy literature. 
Moreover, these SEMs teach the English lan- 
guage and literature in the context of Philippine 
culture and history so students significantly 
learn more from a single magazine. 


ААА 


— си 


Taba yo" 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31,2006 


World theater festival at CCP - 


LEADING THEATER COMPANIES AND INDI- 
vidual artists from around the world are per- 
forming their new and highly acclaimed works 
in the ongoing International Theater Festival 
ТЕ) at the Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
which began yesterday and ends June 25. This 
event is held in partnership with the different 
embassies and international cultural institu- 
tions. 

"The Unesco International Theater Institute's 
New Project Group presents "The Borges Pro- 
ject,” about a man who searches through a jun- 
gie and finds mysterious ruins, falls asleep and 
dreams the dreams of a creator Bight countries 
(Belgium, Cameroon, Croatia, Germany 
Japan, Philippines, Switzerland and the US) 
эге participating in the Borges tale "Circular 


Ruins” by selecting one aspect of the story or 
one body part dreamed by the dreamer. Last 
performance tonight, 8 p.m., at CCP Huseng 
Batute. 

An interdisciplinary hybrid art collaborative 
performance between Philippines and Aus- 
tralia titled “Peregrinations... Against Reduc- 
tion" will be staged June 9, 8 p.m., and June 
10-11, 3 p.m, at CCP Huseng Batute. It dwells 
оп the real-life battles of HIV-AIDS victims, 
with renowned choreographer Enrico Labayen 
and media arts specialist Vienna Parreno as 
guest performers. 

“The Coffee Shop Within the Play (Unravel 
Noh)” from Japan’s famous masked theatrical 
form combines dance, drama, music and poet- 
xy and features an excerpt from the Dance of 


Senzai from Okina, the oldest Noh 
prototype and which is still danced 
only by men. It will run June 22-23, 3- 
pom, at CCP Huseng Batute. 

Tanghalang Pilipino's hit musical 
“ZsaZsa Zatumnah,” meanwhile, will 
be restaged on June 16 and June 18, 8 
p.m., at CCP Huseng Batute. 

From Japan comes another show, 
"Condor Conquest of the Galaxy: Jupiter” 
which showcases a melange of dance seg- 
ments, film puppetry and satiric skits that pay 
irreverence to Japanese culture and world pop. 
Itwillbe presented on June 23, 8 p.m., at Tang- 
halang Nicanor Abelardo (Main Theater). 

The local production “Godot, Wer Is U?” 
based on Samuel Becketr's classic "Waiting for 


Godot,” will be staged June 22-23, 8 p.m., 
and June 24-25, 3 p.m., at Tanghalang Aurelio 
Tolentino (Little Theater). Directed by 
renowned French director Alain Timar “Godot” 
is set in a community along the riles, complete. 
with street slang, Pinoy humor and а tricycle оп 
stage. Featured actors are Paolo O'Hara, Paolo 
Rodriguez, Cris Pasturan and Bong Cabrera 
Call 8321125 local 1606-1607. 
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Determination and teamwork carry 


Philippine flag to the top of the world 


FROM THE GELGO, THE MEMBERS OF THE 
First Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition had only 
‘one thing in mind: to take the Pinoy Spirit to the 
‘world’s highest peak and show their countrymen 
and the entire world what we can accomplish with 
vision, hard work and teamwork. 

Recent headlines and news broadcasts drum- 
beating FPMEE climbers Leo Oracion and Erwin 
"Pastor Emata's successful, historic two-for-two 
Everest ascents last May 17 and 18, have captured. 
the entire country's imagination, but more impor- 
tantly, gave the entire Pinoy race an achievement 
we can all be proud of. 

This is an especially uplifting, inspiring feat ata 
time when the country is starved for heroes, The 
17-strong FPMEE have been training for two years 
in order to reach the summit of Mt. Everest, virtu- 
ally sacrificing Ме and limb to place the Philippine 
Tag on top of the world's highest mountain. 


Historyin the making 

In 2004, a formidable group of mountain 
climbers and adventure racers, led by former 
DOTC undersecretary Art Valdez, gathered in a 
singular quest to put the Philippines on the map of 
international mountaineering by climbing the 
peak ofthe world's highest mountain. 

The team had to undergo rigorous trainings- 
such as climbing Mt. Cook, the highest peak in 
New Zealand and Mt. Muztagh-Ara in China-Pak- 
istan, one of the world's most technically difficult 
mountains-to be able to conquer Mt. Everests cold 


Heroes’ welcome 
for FPMEE, 
Oracion and Emata 


WITH THEIR SYMBOLIC TRIUMPH ON 
Mit Everest, Leo Oracion and Pastor Emata, 
along with their teammates can expect а 
"welcome worthy of heroes upon their re- 
tum home. After all, they have inspired 
other Filipinos to follow in their footsteps, 
believing that no dream is impossible with 
hard work. It is these Filipinos who will 
welcome the ЕРМЕЕ in a series of activities 
which kick off beginning today 


gj Heroes welcome at Manila City Hall 
led by Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 


EZ] Motorcade through Manila 
Courtesy Call with President Gloria 

EH Macapagal Arroyo at Malacanang 

EgAwards ceremonies at Philippine 
Coast Guard Headquarters 

Ef] Motorcade through Ayala Ave. 
Makati under the auspices of 
Mayor Jejomar Binay 


ЕД Pinoys Rock on High! 
Street party at Baywalk, 7 pm 


* Open to the public: Celebrate che team's triumph 
on Everest with todays hotest bands: Brownman. 


evival, Imago, Protein Shake, Callalily and Paraluman 


and rough terrains. After all, this venture would 
not be easy for climbers from the tropics. 

То ensure the FPMEE team's thorough prepara- 
tion for their Unity Climb 2007 mission, they first 
sent two of the team's strongest climbers to go on 
an exploratory climb to Mt. Everest last February. 
Leo Oracion and Pastor Emata, who just success- 
fully reached the peak of the 24,758-ft Muztagh 
‘Ata, were the unanimous choices. 

With the help of team leaders Art Valdez and 
Regie Pablo, and team member Doc Ted Esguerra, 
Oracion and Emata went on a series of acclimati- 
zation exercises, and physical and mental prepara- 
tions at Everest Base Camp. Finally, when the 
Nepali government gave its green light to climb 
Mr. Everest last April 6, Oracion and Emata 
pushed through with the team's quest. 


‘THE TEAM at Mt. Everest Base Camp 


“Buhay na namin ang tinataya namin sa. 
pag-akyat naito,” Emata said in an emotional 
interview with ABS-CBN's Abner Mercado of 
The Correspondents. 


The Philippine Eagle has landed... 
"With rough terrain, dangerous crevass 

es and freezing weather, it was the moun- 

taineers’ deadliest climb ever. Finally on 

May 17 and 18, after weeks trudging 

through Everest’s snow and thin air, Ora- | 
ion and Emata became the first Filipinos pi 

to climb the peak of the worlds highest A 

‘mountain. Gr 
Аз Oracion planted the first Philip 

pine flag atop Mt. Everest, his firs 

words were: "The Philippine 2 

has landed!” It was a phrase thaj 

echoed every Pinoy's pride at ER na 

achievement. 
Less than 24 hours later, Ematal A 

snuck up on Everests summit, in 

record time. He climbed what would: 

usually take climbers 12 hours toi 

reach the summit in Ме more than 

a startling 7 hours! After complain- 

ing to Base Camp about the freezing 

‘weather at the summit, Emata pa- 

tiently waited for the sun to rie. It. &Á 

would be a sunrise that the FP- Aik 

MEE hopes becomes the dawn off: 

anew era for the Filipino spirit 


Saluting the First Filipinas 
to summit Mt. Everest. 
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The Road to Mt. Everest 


Two years of intensive training in some of the world’s most difficult peaks have 
honed the skills of the First Philippine Mi. Everest Expedition's members. 


MARCH 2004 - First Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition launch at Rockwell 


APRIL 2004 - Training cimb. at Mt. Guiting Guiting, Romblon 


. AUGUST 2004 - Team finishes base: alpine inóuntaineering at Mt. Kyorang, India 


JANUARY 2005 - Coräilera Expedition in Luzon 


MARCH 2005 : Technical 


MAY 2005 - Training climb at Mé Amuyao, Ifugao / 


SF 254 


mountaineering training climb at Mt. Cook, New Zealand 


DECEMBER 2005 - Fun Cimb to Mt. Apo we nko ibl the is Woman on Me Everest 


=. 


APRIL 2006 - Oracion & Emata acclimatize at Island Peak: 


MAY TO JUNE 2006 - rising at Me. Mckinley, Alaska 


MARCH TO MAY 2007. Unity Climb oft. Everest 7 


Arturo T. Valdez, expedition leader " 

‘A former president of the Moun- 

taineering Federation of the Philip- 

pines Inc. (MFPI) and master out- 

doorsman from Bacolod, he had 

wanted to assemble a team to as- 

sault the world’s highest peak as far 

back as the '70s. By recruiting the 

members of this expedition, he has made the Everest 
dream a reality for all Filipinos. 


Ari Ben C. Sebastian 
A corporate lawyer on week- 
days, he's also a mountain war- 
rior and extreme sports buff on 
the weekends. An accomplished 
scuba diver, skydiver, and alpine 
climber, this former president of 
the MFPI was one of the first 
Pinoys to reach the Himalayas in the’80s. 


Fred B. Jamili 
His love affair with Mother Na- 
ture and mountain climbing 
| stretches for nearly 30 years. This 
1 veteran has climbed most, if nor all 
the known mountains’ in the 
Philippines, and some abroad. One 
of the expedition team’s leaders, 
he is also an accomplished caver 

and adventure race setter, 


„Regie Pablo 

‘One of the expedition's prime 
movers and team leaders, he is the 
current president of the МЕРІ on 
leave from his day job at Globe Tele- 
com. A skilled mountaineer, he has 
conquered Razdelnaya Peak іп Kyr- 
gyzstan, Mts. Aylmer and Cook in 
New Zealand, among others, 


Florentino Yong" Narciso 3 

He іза physical education instruc- 
tor in the International School. He is 
also an accomplished mountaineer, 
climbing gym instructor and adven- 
ture race setter. 


Erwin Emata 
Fondly called Pastor by the 
group, this Davaoefo's love for 
the outdoors is matched by his 
boundless, enthusiastic energy. 
The team's morale booster and 
resident comic, he is one of the 
best adventure racers in the coun- 
try, having won numerous races such as the Carera 
Habagat, Survival Challenge in Guimaras, and Survival 
of the Fittest in Escalante, Negros. 
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Meet the Fi 
Mit. Everest 


Formidable free spirits, Filipinos all, with one goal-to up 

Pinoy spirit and empower them with an achievement the entire 
race can share. The Filipino assault on Mt. Everest in 2007 has 
been but a dream until the formation of this expert expedition 
team made up of the country's most passionate mountain 
climbers and adventure athletes. Together, they will ascend to 
the world's highest peak and shout from the mountaintops that 
indeed, the Filipino can! 


Leo Oracion 

Also one of the country’s most prominent adventure races, this Cebuano 
has also conquered international adventure races such as the AXN Challenges 
in various parts of Asia and the 10-day expedition racing in New Zealand. He 
is the first Pinoy to summit Mt. Everest. 


Karina Dayondon: 
‘One of the youngest and few women in the group, she is formidable 
spore climber from Cagayan de Oro. 


(Juan В’ Afionuevo | 
A free spirit who could not rein in his love for the outdoors, he quit 
his job in governmentand became a fulltime mountain guide in his na- 
tive Mayon in Bicol. He is also a sought-after race setter and winning 
adventure racer. 


{Levi Nahayangan: 

А climber from Lagawe, Ifugao province, he tumed his passion for climb- 
ing into a thriving business, with Lagalag, a shop which supplies outdoor ap- 
parel to other mountaineers. He і also an accomplished mountain and rock 
imber and adventure racer. 


Larry Honoridez 
А mountaineer and adven- 
ture racer, he joined the expedi- 
tion team in order to bring pride 
to his family and country. 


Janet Belarmino 
A member of the University 
of the Philippines Moun- 
taineers, she is also a fitness in- 
structor for the Moro Lorenzo 
Fitness Gym in Ateneo. An ex- 
cellent sport climber, lawn ten- 
nis coach and champion triath- 
lete, she is also a consistent winner in the Philippine 
and Hong Kong legs of the AXN adventure races. 


Ariel Ambayac 

A mountaineer from Man- 
daluyong, this father of two has 
also been a participant of several. 
adventure races. 


Noelle Wenceslao ” 
A prized member of the 
Dragonboat team, she. (along 
with teammate Janet Belarmi- 
no) was also a winning fixture 
in the AXN races here and in 
Hong Kong. Noelle is also an 
expert biker and extreme ad- 
venture athlete and mountaineer while attending 
class as a Physical Education student, 


(Dr. Ted Esguerra 
The team’s physician is also 
from the Philippine Coast 
Guard. Ап accomplished 
mountaineer himself, he has 
conducted studies on the ef- 
fect on high altitudes on 
climbers with the United 
States Air Force, making him 
an indispensable caretaker of the team's physical 
health on Everest. 


John Tronco 

‘The team's official video and 
photo documentor, his mastery 
of capturing nature's beauty on 
film is only matched by his pas- 
sion for climbing. 


(Choi Aquino 

‘This mountaineer, caver 
and in-demand adventure 
race setter lends his consider- 
able strength and skill to help 
ensure the success of the 
Pinoy Everest ascent. 


bilang magandang alaala sa kasaysayan ng lahing hindi sumusuko. 
Tatlong taong naghirap magsanay tungo sa ikaaangat ng dangal ng bayan. 
6. | May 17, 2006 --- matagumpay na narating ng Pinoy sa kauna-unahang, 
р ang tuktok ng mundo at iwinagayway ang bandila ng Pilipino. 
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PINOY SPIRIT NEWER RESTS: 
Unity Climb '07, the return to Mt. Everest 


WHILE THE PINOY SPIRIT GOT 
big boost courtesy of the FP- 
MEE's efforts this year, its lead- 
er Art Valdez maintains the 
team's commitment to their ul- 
timate objective, the Unity 
Climb in 2007. This achiev 

ment by Oracion and Emata 

not the end of the FPMEE's no- 
ble endeavour. "We are commit- 
ted to come back here next year 
for a symbolic Unity Climb. 


LEO Oracion training at New Zealand 


Pinoys really need to see that 
they can achieve the impossible 
when and only when they work 
together" During the Unity 
Climb, the team hopes to ac- 
complish a feat no country has 
accomplished befo: 
from the North and South sides 
and meet as one team with one 
Philippine flag on Everests 
summit. 

То continue their training for 


: to climb 


Unity Climb '07, FPMEE team 
leader Regie Pablo is currently 
leading a team in the second 
coldest mountain on Earth, Mt. 
McKinley in Denali National Park 
in Alaska. At 20, 320 feet (6,194 
meters above sea level) it is the 
highest mountain in the North 
‘American continent and is one of 
the seven highest summits in the 
world. Pablo and the team made 
up of Janet Belarmino, Noelle 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


= 


Wenceslao, 


three weeks. 


Carina Dayondon 
and Lany Honoridez will be 
dimbing the mountain expedi- 
tion style - meaning no porters, 
no guides as they brave the ex- 
tremely cold temperatures which 
range from -60 to -65 degrees 
Celsius. They will train there for 


“It really pays to prepare and 
plan ahead. It is hard to just 
climb Mt. Everest or any moun- 


Special PROJECT 


tain without proper training, 
planning and commitment. 1 
am very proud of our team. 
They have sacrificed a lot just 
to show Filipinos that we can 
achieve the impossible if we 
work together,” he said. 

This achievement by the FP- 
MEE brings to the fore the Fil- 
ipino's most enduring positive 
traits. That despite hardship, 
determination shines through. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31,2006 


That despite danger, teamwork 
pulls them through. It is indeed 
а good time to be proud to be 
Filipinos. It is the best time to 
say you believe in the Filipino 
spirit, that the Filipino can! 

To sponsor the First Philippine. 
Mt. Everest Expedition's Unity 
Climb 2007, please call Donna 
Nievera-Conda (0917.533.7361) 
or Iris Reyes (0917.527.4621) at 
Stratworks (751.3805 to 06). 


Oracion & Emata: High altitude heroes 


TWO FORMIDABLE, RESPECTED, 
prizewinning adventure racers and 
mountain climbers have given this 
‘country much to be proud of. Yet, while 
their triumph on Everest is, indeed, 
something to crow about, you will hear 
no such thing from these two. Competi- 
tive and determined, paradoxically, 
considering their high altitude achieve- 
ment, they are as down-to-earth as the 
soil they grew on in their native 
provinces: Oracion is from Lucban, 
Quezon, (but is an adopted son of Ce- 
bu), while Emata is a true son of Davao. 
Leo Oracion, determined. 
‘mountaineer 

Oracion's father, Guillermo has al- 
ways worried about his son's exploits. 
“When he was only three years old, he 
disappeared. We were worried sick be- 
cause he was nowhere to be found,” he 
recalled. “After hours of looking for 
him, we saw him by himself, wandering 
fearlessly at the edge of our farm. When 
we asked him where he had been, he 
said he wanted to find the way to his 


uncle's house." 

Leo grew up with a love for outdoor 
sports. So, after he finished school, he 
joined a mountaineering search-and- 
rescue organization. "He has always 
been one of our toughest and most 
trusted rescuers,” said a former col- 
league. "Aside from his obvious 
strengths as a mountaineer, he has a 
great urge to help people in need, mak- 
ing Leo one of the organization's as- 
sets.” 

Now a dad to his five-year-old 
daughter, Leo has worked hard to make 
her and his entire clan proud by em- 
barking on this historic Mt. Everest ex- 
pedition. “1 couldn't be prouder of my 
son, Leo,” said Leo's dad Guillermo, af- 
ter hearing of his son's historic ascent to 
Me. Everest. “We still worry. We can't 
helpit. But we have faith in his strength 
as a climber, as well as his determina- 
tion asa person." 

Erwin "Pastor Emata, positive 
attitude at high altitudes 

"Pastor has always been a great dad 


to our three kids, and a loving hus- 
band," said his wife Mary Ann. "Even 
during tough times, he lets the whole 
family see the brighter side of things be- 
cause he always has a positive outlook 
inlife.” 

His team mates in the FPMEE also 
admire his optimistic nature. Pastor is 
known to be the team’s morale booster 
and resident comic. "Some of our train- 
ings have been really tough, but we al- 
‘ways find ourselves in high spirits be- 
cause Pastor is always there to crack a 
joke and make everything seem easy" 
said FPMEE team leader Regie Pablo. 

Perhaps it is Pastors light-hearted 
mature that has led him to several ad- 
venture race victories, including the 
Carera Habagat, Survival Challenge in 
Guimaras and Survival of the Fittest in 
Escalante, Negros. 

By their passion and determination, 
skill and humility to work in а team, 
Oracion and Emata are showing Fil- 
ipinos the way to achieve their dreams 
по matter how high they may seem. 
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Kaya пв "inay! 


We are > proud 
Ло have our КЫЛДАЙ, ort 


top of the world 


THE FIRST, PHILIPPINE МТ 
Everest Expedition (FPMEE) 
team’s Ьайепу since they 
launched the lofty campaign to 
reach the peak of the highest peak 
in the world has been “Kaya ng 
е) Pinoy Such ап undertaking 
launched primarily to put the 
Philippines in the map of the 
mountaineering world and instill 
pride and belief in every Filipino 
that we are capable of achieving a 
world-class feat comes with a hefty 
price tag- the value of which is a 
combination of monetary suppor, 
time spent in training and prepara- 
tion, exertion of physical energy 
and constant response to the trials 
and tests to the team's morale, will, 
determination and even intrigues 
thatcome along the way. 
‘task like Mt. Everest itself 
When the team was launched 
in April 2004, FPMEE Expedition 
Leader, former DOTC undersec- 
retary and veteran mountaineer 
Art Valdez spelled-out the even 
monumental task of pulling to- 
gether the resources they would 
need in realizing the ultimate am- 
bition to reach the peak of Mt. 
Everest, "The challenge we face 
and the efforts we have to make 
in order to raise funds and obtain 
the necessary logistics for the 
team's training climbs and the ac- 
tual ascent із another "Mt, Ever- 
est climb” itself” quips Valdez. 
This essentially meant getting 
sponsors to sign-up and provide 
the team with the financial back- 
ing in the next few years of prepa- 


‘mountaineering isn't as 
popular as basketball or boxing in 
the Philippines, a number of early 
supporters believed in the pride 
of planting the Philippine flag on 
the world's rooftop and came in 
to give the FPMEE team а good 
headstart. These include Strat- 
works Marketing Communica- 


ERWIN Emata, high altitude hero 


THE FPMEE thanks its sponsors and partners at Base Camp 


Putting the Pinoy 
on top of the world 


The concerted effort behind the FPMEE's success 


tions, which came in as the offi 
cial team manager; ABS CBN, the 
official broadcast partner; na- 
tional carrier Philippine Airlines 
who shouldered the plane fares 
of team members shuttling back 
and forth from their hometowns 
and during the team's local and 
international training climbs; 
Summit Mineral Water who 
helped fund the team’s Everest 
climb; the Philippine Accident 
Managers Insurance (PAMI) who 
gave the team’s required travel 
insurance coverage and the Na- 
tional Sports Grill in Greenbelt 3 
which serves as the team's official 
venue for its press conferences. 

Keeping fit and gearing up 

Every serious — mountain 
climber knows that training for 
every climb means a strict fitness. 
regimen and being armed with 
the right gear. "You can very well. 
guess how high the total tab 
would be for the training and 
equipment," says Valdez. Fortu- 
nately for the team, there were 
brands who pitched-in. Coleman 
provided the camping gear the 
team and even produced a televi- 
sion commercial for the team; 
Mozcom who hosts the team's of- 
ficial website; Kodak who provid- 
ed digital cameras to help the 
team document their climbs; 
MedCentral provided the team's 
medical services, and Fitness 
First and Power Up as the official 
gym and training venues, 

According to Valdez, the team 
owes the initial taste of Everest 
conquest and the glory it gave to 
the Filipinos to all the sponsors 
who were with them every step of 
the way. The FPMEE is now con- 
tinuing its training to send the 
rest of team to another Everest 
climb. "It is another challenge in 
itself but the success of the Unity 
Climb in 2007 will further affirm. 
“Kaya ng Pinoyl,” 
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